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d0(3 903mAbos s g3mabosz 9dgbws, Mmdgmag 1903 Bgmb & 34-
0bs 3500093, doMmbIs MmM330d.
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a) Jomadal gfo-gMmn 333969855 gdBsgmoms bammmgago ,bo-
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do@b 3n);

2ObomasdMEmds 0dsfmgggdb’ (1928 6. 39bxon, Mgy. dabgoem
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FOREWORD

The book “foreigners about Batumi and interesting tourist routes”
describes the view of foreign travelers about Batumi in the first decade
of XIX-XX century. Its noteworthy that the archive materials are insert-
ed in scientific cycle for the first time. There are a lot of unique facts
connected to the past of Batumi, so the reader will be assured that the
city has important mission and will get acquainted with the news why
Empire of Ottomans and Russia have been fighting for this city during
the centuries.

The book will have great impact on employees and specialists of
tourism industry. Most of the places mentioned in the writtings of for-
eign travellers don’t exist and we are sure that the visitors- guests
of Batumi will visit those places, because all the mentioned above is
the part of cultural tourism and this type of tourism is very popular all
around the world.

The research work is a novation in this field. Its worth mentioning
that foreign travelers describe the economical, ecological and agri-
cultural situation of old Batumi. This is interesting for tourist guides.
The guides can take the visitors in the places that are described in
the book, they can introduce the past and the present of the city to the
tourists locally on the destination.

The aim of the research is to popularize Batumi city, to attract the
interest of tourism industry members and attract the visitors from all
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around the world. The book is written in two languages (Georgian and
English) and is enriched with the photos

The places, traditions, buildings, movies, of the past will interest
tourists and give ability to compare the old Batumi with the modern
city. Even more® Foreigners about Batumi and interesting tourist
routes” will interest wide range of society and the history of the centu-
ries that was changing rapidly will be introduced to them.

AUTHORS
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PEER-REVIEW

The present paper is a unique attempt to make the records of for-
eigners about Batumi of the 19th century and the twenties of the 20th
century available to the public. Thanks to the authors, it should be
noted that they not only found the ancient documents, but also com-
piled orientation routes for tourists in the areas of Batumi, which are
mentioned in the stories of foreign travelers.

Batumi, among the cities of Georgia, is distinguished by its difficult
past. It was a rare city not only in Georgia, but all over the world, for
the conquest of which great empires have been at war for centuries.
Batumi was one of the most important points in almost all the Rus-
so-Ottoman wars and many people lost their lives to conquer it.

Batumi was under Ottoman rule for 300 years, then moved un-
der Russian-Ottoman rule, and after the war of 1877-1878 came un-
der Russian Tsarist Empire. All the invaders tried to incorporate this
unique part of Georgia with their imperial body, but were unable to do
so due to strong resistance from the local population.

It is interesting that many foreigners got interested in Batumi, both
during the Ottoman Empire and under Russian Tsarism. Thanks to
the authors, it should be noted that they introduced to the public hith-
erto unknown facts from the past of Batumi, which are related to the
records of English, Austrian, German, Norwegian, Italian, French trav-
elers about Batumi. These records are so unique that the public can
get acquainted with the still unknown issues of the history of the city —
foreigners in their records describe all spheres of life in Batumi at that
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time and make interesting conclusions. Importantly, many of the facts
and places described were still unknown. The aim of the paper is to
introduce them to the public. The authors did their best to restore the
image of the old city not only according to the records of the foreign-
ers, but also to make approximate orientation routes.

The presented work is a great achievement not only for foreign
tourists, but also for all representatives of local tourism — They are giv-
en the opportunity to get acquainted with the past of Batumi, to have
information about the places in the city that do not exist at all today,
about which they tell thousands of visitors to Batumi. Undoubtedly, it
is the most important opportunity to popularize the above-mentioned
city and present its past in an interesting way.

/\7 /-7'6 V/H/\—'—“”/ MARINA METREVELI

Doctor of Economics, Professor.

Integrated member of CiTUR, Center for Tourism Research,

Development and Innovation,

Full member of the Georgian Academy of Engineering,

Permanent member of AIEST Association of International Tourism Scientists,
Full member of the International Academy of Tourism,

Member of economist association of Georgia,
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INTRODUCTION

One of the oldest cities — Batumi can be presented as a mixture
of spirituality and culture. Historical facts reflect its uniqueness in the
history of Georgia. Religious and secular life flourished here for many
years. Batumi, the first Georgian naval gate of Kolkheti, has been de-
scribed by many visitors with its antiquity. If we turn over the history of
Batumi for more than two thousand years, it turns out that it is located
at the crossroads of two of the largest cultures in Eurasia.

With its unique physical-geographical location, the monuments of
historical importance of Batumi represent the inexhaustible potential
and strategic range of tourism development. Such a favorable geo-
graphical location is the best way to mark and plan tourist routes in
and around Batumi.

To get acquainted with Batumi, the artistic, cinema, literary and
other creative routes should be created for the visitors, which will be
used within the city overview excursion, city tour. In general, it is de-
sirable to start the excursions from the Batumi seaport, which shall
appear as the sea gate of Georgia, or the gate of our country. The
guide should be prepared for both the tours by foot and the transport
tour. The transport tour usually covers a large area. The duration of
both tours should not exceed 4-5 hours. When discussing education,
art, culture, architecture, theater, music, painting, we should mention
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the figures and famous places related to Batumi, Georgian and foreign
films, the participating actors, etc. Historically, the modern develop-
ment of Batumi dates back to the 80s of the 19th century, when Batumi
was declared Porto-Franco. This is where the influx of foreign capital
began. It was during this period that the consulates of Britain, France,
Sweden, Germany, Russia and other countries were opened on the
territory of present-day Old Batumi.
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1923-2021 consulate of Turkey

M.Abashidze street Ne45, 1923 Diplomatic Agency of Italy
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The corner of Mazniashvili 25 and
King Pharnavaz 33. Diplomatic
agency of Italy 1918-1922 y.

Memed Abashidze street Ne27 1918-1921 the consulate of Spain and Holland
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1902-1913 the consulate of Denmark,1923 consulate of Germany
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Rustaveli street Ne39 Rotshield office and 1902 Japan consulate
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1. PERSPECTIVE TOURIST ROUTES IN BATUMI

Settlement of Tamar is a very interesting location. We can not
miss the start of such a major route as “Tamar Castle”. Here we al-
ready have the triumphal arch of Batumi, which dates back to the 12th
century Golden Age and is associated with the name of the great
Queen Tamar. The legend, which is of great interest to tourists, is also
interesting. At present, this unique monument is virtually inaccessible
to tourists, is not included in the main routes, is inaccessible and the
infrastructure needs to be improved. This monument is a golden shin-
ing star in the tourist routes of Batumi and we consider its non-use
to be unforgivable. Here is the House Museum of Nobel Brothers,
which enriched the history of our city and the descendants paid spe-
cial tribute to their memory. But what's wrong with such famous figures
of literature as: Maxim Gorky and Anton Chekhov. We think it was
necessary to open the Chekhov House-Museum at the intersection
of Dimitri Tavdadebuli and Rustaveli streets, which in its importance
would have the greatest literary tourist potential in the routes. In our
opinion, no architectural coquetryand spectacular institution can re-
place the museum here. This was once again presented and served
as an unmistakable open document in the history of Georgian hospi-
tality and tolerance.

Let’s take a look at the history of Batumi in terms of tourist demand.
Generally, tourists come to the sea to relax and sunbathe, but every-
thing has its limits and very often the well-sunbathed and sometimes
tired of the rain, the tourist needs to get acquainted with the history of
Batumi based on historical sources.

-131 -



Batumi is mentioned in the letters of the 4th century BC Greek
philosopher Aristotle. Batumi, which was known as a city in 400 BC,
was also indicated by Jean Moore as well. Pliny (23-79yy) mentions
Batumi in the form of “Bata” — “Batium”. The geographical point “Por-
tus Altus” is located approximately in the place of modern Batumi on
the Roman road map “Tabula Peutingeria” (IV century).

There are several views on the origin of the name “Batumi”.Some
believe that the root “bat” is related to the name of a bird — goose,
other ones believe, that the name is related to Batura, the other ones
— a swampy place. There is also a different view:”’Ba” has the same
prefix as “child”, while”tomi”’must be related to the Megrelian word
tomba, toba or “bat” root can be of Svan origin which means stone.
There is also a view that bat / bata is a person’s own name, meaning
“gentle”’ in Megrelian. According to this legend, the city was founded
by someone named Batu / Bata.

New information about Batumi belongs to the Venetian ambassa-
dors Josafa Barbaro and Ambrosio Contarini, who visited Batumi in
1470-1475.Around the same time (1420-1426) the German Johann
Schiltberg was in Batumi. He tells us that the population of Batumi is
a follower of Christianity. From here ships sail in the direction of Italy
and Byzantium.

As we have mentioned, the center of old Batumi was considered to
be an elevated place — a hill called Tamari Fortress in the present-day
settlement of Tamar. According to the legend, when Queen Tamar
stopped to rest here, the ladies-in-waiting in her retinue cleaned their
shoes from mud. They were so numerous that a hill arose and the
fortress was built. The legend is fascinating, although the population
lived here much earlier — in the VIII-VII centuries BC.
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Batumi was conquered by the Ottomans at the end of the 17th
century. From this time one does not feel the development of the city,
the development of trade and economic relations, the arrangement of
streets. In 1878 Batumi returned to its motherland and it moved to a
new stage of development. In 1881-1884 there was a free economic
zone in Batumi. He was declared a Porto-Franco. In 1883 the first
steam locomotive was introduced in Batumi.

The development of the Green City was started first by Wrestler,
then by Reyer and Dalfons. Construction of a seaside park, boulevard
and Alexander Garden began.
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Tamari castle ruins

Tamari castle ruins
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Tamari castle ruins

Brother Nobels technological Museum
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The port of old Batumi of Porto-Franco period

N 7 Baryws. Mapifincxkift npocnexts
Batum., La tefstrato Marinskij.

Porto-Franco Period (Batumi)
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Old Batumi port

Old Batumi port view
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Seaside

Porto-Franco period
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0Old Batumi boulvard

Old Batumi boulvard

-139 -



2. PILGRIM TOURIST ROUTES

When planning routes, special importance is given to researching
historical episodes and delivering them to visitors. Here is one ob-
vious example: Opposite the present-day Piazza, on King Parnavaz
Street, stands the reconstructed Church of St. Nicholas, which amaz-
es visitors with its grandeur. The church was built in 1867 when the
Ottomans ruled here and the construction of the Orthodox Church was
incredible. The local Greeks presented a gift to the Sultan of the Ot-
toman Empire. The gift was so precious that the enthusiastic Sultan
asked the head of the guests with him-Jordan Metaxa, how he could
express his gratitude. Metaxa and the guests were not confused and
asked the Sultan for permission to build a church in Batumi. The Sul-
tan also agreed without hesitation, but on the condition that the bells
should not be rung. So it was decided in 1865 to build a Christian
church in Batumi.

When talking about cultural monuments, attention should be paid
to religious tourism, including mosques, which are of particular inter-
est to Turkish and not only Turkish tourists. These are “Jame Arabi”
or “Ortajame”, built in the second half of the 19th century, which was
built in 1866 with the contribution of Aslan-Beg Khamshiashvili’s moth-
er. “Aziziye Jame”, which was built by the Georgian wife of Sultan
Mahmud Il in 1830, in connection with the birth of her son, Aziz. In the
beginning the building was made of wood, and then here Sultan Aziz
himself built the stone mosque."
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Catholic Church, built by the Zubalashvili brothers. The construc-
tion of this shrine also has its own fascinating history. The brothers
were looking for an oil field in Baku. Their mother prayed to God that
this product would indeed be found there and promised to build a
church at her own expense. God heard her prayer, oil was also found
and a church was built indeed, which was consecrated in 1903 by
Pope Baron Roppi.

The Armenian-Gregorian church “Surb-Prkich” was built in 1890
by the Austrian architect Marfeld. Entrepreneur Mantashev made a
donation.

The city is decorated with the Jewish “Synagogue”. It was built in
1904 by architect Lev Volkovich.
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- Meuers ,Asmzie“.
- Moskeo ,Azizie“.

Aziziye mosque
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Aziziye mosque
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Old Batumi catholic church card.
(Mother of God cathedral now)

View from old Batumi boulvard
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Mother of God cathedral

Mother of God cathedral
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Alexander Nevel cathedral in old Batumi
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3. TOURIST FILM ROUTES

Batumi has become a city of film festivals in recent years. A big role
in this was played by the “Biaf” International Film Festival, in which
more than 20 countries have participated so far.

Also note worthy is the International Festival of Orthodox Films
“St. Andrew’s Cross”, which is held with the blessing of the Catholicos
Patriarch of All Georgia llia Il.

International film and television cameramen “Golden Eye” etc.

It is also noteworthy that famous people related to the film industry
from abroad visited the festivals at different times:

Hiro Narita — Member of the Academy Awards Association and the
American Film Association.

Phil Farmett —the cameraman of Quentin Tarantino’s “Four Rooms”,
“Grindhouse” and a member of the “Local 600” the International Cin-
ematographers Guild.

Jonathan Abrams — one of the operators of “Avatar” and SOC op-
erator of the Association of Operators.

It is possible to create interesting routes in the footsteps of the
people listed above.

Our country has been making interesting animated films since So-
viet times. Accordingly, in the not-so-distant past, international ani-
mated film festivals have started. Tofuzi International Animated Film
Festival deserves a special mention, it presented 250 works from 36
countries.

Tofuzi International Animated Film Festival is held annually in
October in Batumi. The festival was founded in 2007 by the Anima-
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tion Development Foundation, its main goal is to develop animated
film production in Georgia and then its integration into the world. To
achieve this goal, the Foundation implements various projects within
the festival, including:

Animated Film Festival “Echo-Tofuzi”, which traditionally travels to
more than 20 regions of Georgia throughout the year and organizes two-
day screenings of the latest Georgian and foreign films for local youth;

Cycle of workshops — “Animation is an artistic form of relationship”;
Throughout the year, the Foundation’s professional artists-animators
conduct educational workshops across the country and create ani-
mated sketches with a group of children, who then participate in the
competition category at the International Animated Film Festival “To-
fuzi”. You can freely connect the Georgian animated films with the
tourist route, because most of them are full of interesting morals and
motivation.

Film festivals are becoming more and more relevant all over the
world every year. Any kind of festival and especially film festivals can
be a source of inspiration for the creators of new routes, and it will be
one of the sources of attraction for any city and especially for the city
of Batumi.

It should not be overlooked that Batumi will soon have a new Suliko
Zhgenti Batumi cinema Museum, which will be located in the former
bath house building on Khulo Street. With its new vision and modern
concept, the museum will present a wide range of cognition to visitors.
The diverse exhibition at the Ino Museum reflects the history of nation-
al and world cinema — the birth, development and evolution of cinema,
as well as the modern film process and key trends.

The focus will be on the topic — “Batumi in the movie”, accordingly,
the materials related to Georgian and foreign movies filmed in Batumi,
filming locations, etc. will be exhibited.
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It should be noted that the film museum will be located in the cul-
tural heritage monument. By 1910, a new bath house appeared in
Batumi, called “Venice”. The bath was located on the former Tatar
street, now Khulo Street, #14. And in the same street # 8 there was
another Bath House ,Fantasy”. “Fantasy” also had a common room,
which could be used by the poor.

Therefore, when creating tourist cinema routes, it should definitely
be included as one of the main locations.

Therefore, we hope that soon we will see Batumi as a ground for
the film industry and film making. Visitors from the film industry will no
doubt have a desire to make films, and this will be another source of
inspiration for creating new tourist itineraries.

Therefore, Batumi tourist film — routes will be defined in order to
show the films that have been shot in Batumi. The locations of the
routes where the films were shot will be included in the locations of the
routes, which will undoubtedly cause great interest among the guests
of Batumi.

Among the films, there are many that have won international recog-
nition and numerous awards, and there are those that are little known
to the viewer, or have not even seen at all.

There are films that are distinguished by their content and high
artistic level, those that may not claim to be a masterpiece, but for
those who love Batumi and the people from Batumi — it has a certain
content and value, because these films, if not all, are partly shot in this
city, and some of the neighborhoods, or the house where this or that
episode was filmed, no longer exist today, or have been completely
transformed.

We offer movies, according to which it is possible to create tourist
film-routes:
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Tengiz Abuladze’s film “Repentance” (1986). One of the episodes
of this film, which was shot on the balcony of the house located at # 4
Zviad Gamsakhurdia Street, intersection 144 of Komakhidze, next to
the former restaurant “Gemo”, was one of the favorite places for Batu-
mi residents. An episode was filmed on the balcony of this three-sto-
rey house of unusual shape, when Avto Makharadze’s hero, Varlam
Aravidze is making a speech to his fellow citizens.

An episode from Eldar Shengelaia’s “Unusual Exhibition” (1968)
was filmed on the balcony of the same house, when Dodo Abashidze’s
protagonist, actor Shavlegi, was training in the morning and talking to
his friend Aguli Eristavi from the balcony. A small episode from Irakli
Kvirikadze’s film “Swimmer” and Leonid Gaidai’s famous comedy “12
Chairs” starring by Archil Gomiashvili is shot in the vicinity of the same
house..

Therefore, it can be said that this house and its surrounding area
are a historical monument in terms of cinematography.

Much has been written about the film “Repentance”. Among them
are the memoirs of the editor Alexander Samsonia in the newspaper
“Adjara” on February 6, 1999 with the headline — “Tengiz Abuladze
shot "Repentance” in Batumi”. How Ali Samsonia met with the mem-
bers of the delegation that arrived in Batumi in November 1980, in-
cluding Tengiz Abuladze.

According to Alexander Samsonia, the cameraman Gia Gersamia
filmed the first shots of the film, and then “his work was continued by
a talented man from Batumi, one could say self-taught cameraman
Soso Shengelia.” The scene of the chase in the basements full of wa-
ter was filmed by Soso Shengelia.

The log search episode was “filmed in a construction warehouse at
the bottom of Gorky Street at the time.”

- 152 -



“The film crew rented an apartment in the white building of the
Research Institute at the beginning of Kirov Street for the longest time.

Several episodes were filmed in the Catholic Church, (the pres-
ent-day Orthodox Church of the Virgin Mary), where high-voltage pow-
er generators were indeed installed. Damaged frescoes are clearly
visible in the shot.

One of the last episodes was filmed in the yard of the city hospi-
tal (Today’s supreme council of the autonomous republic of Ajara).
Scene of a meeting between a grandfather (Avtandil Makharadze) and
a grandson (Merab Ninidze)

Maisi 26 Student Youth Park, which is still called Pioneer Park by
the old people of Batumi, is a favorite place of any Batumi resident.
The entrance colonnades of the park can even be considered as a
symbol after the famous colonnades in front of the hotel “Intourist”.
This is where the episodes from the movie “Manana” (1958) were
shot, directed by Zakaria Gudavadze and Shalva Martashvili.

The following films is noteworthy:

"Those who wish can be included” (1973), directed by Alexander
(Aleko) Ninua. The film depicts the relationship between a boxing
coach who arrives in the suburbs from the capital and the children
he should train. The film won an honorary diploma from the Sports
Committee in 1973. A significant part of the film was shot in our city.
Our fellow citizens, actors of the Drama Theater Niniko Sakandelidze,
Manuchar Shervashidze and also the playwright from Batumi Alexan-
der (Shoshia) Chkhaidze take part in it..

The very first episodes of the film were shot in the vicinity of the
obelisk, showing the seashore, a four-storey department store, the
restaurant on the top floor of which was called "Cosmos”, and the-
beautiful views of the coast were seen from it. Today this building no
longer exists.
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"Captains” (1974) — directed by Tamaz Gomelauri. Starring by:
Vasil Chkhaidze, Jemal Ghaganidze, Boris Tsipuria, Yuri Oganezov,
Gia lashvili, Grigol Tsitaishvili, Baadur Tsuladze, and Manuchar Sher-
vashidze, Roland Kakauridze, Sergo Kunchulia from Batumi.

’I Came” (1981) — Directed by Alexander (Aleko) Ninua. Starring
by: Vladimer (Lado) Burduli, Badri Begalishvili, lakob Tripolski, Nana
Pachuashvili, and Batumi residents — Yuri Tsanava, Vazha Bzhalava,
Manuchar Shervashidze, Akaki Mgeladze.

"In a Small Town” (1985) — directed by Giga Lortkipanidze. The
author of the script of the film is playwright Alexander (Shoshia) Ch-
khaidze from Batumi.

There are episodes from the following movies filmed in our city:

"The Secret of lighthouse” (1925 mute) directed by Vladimir Barsky,

"Youth Wins” (1928 Mute), directed by Mikheil Gelovani.

"The Secret of Two Oceans” (1956), directed by Konstantine Pipi-
nashvili.

“Shark Tooth” (1959), directed by Shalva Gedevanishvili.

"Children of the Sea” (1964), directed by Konstantine Pipinashvili.

"Feola” (1970) directed by Baadur Tsuladze.

”12 Chairs” (1971) directed by Leonid Gaidai, starring Alexander
Gomiashvili.

"Swimmer” (1981) directed by Irakli Kvirikadze,

"For lovers of crossword puzzle solving” (1981), directed by Baadur
Tsuladze.

"Roots” (1987) directed by Karaman (Guguli) Mgeladze.

"White Snow of Russia” (1980) Directors: Yuri Vishinsky and Alex-
ander Kotov.

"Son-in-low without the diploma” and others.

In 1986, based on a novel by Victor Hugo, "Zgvis Mashvralni” was
created as a a joint work of the "Georgian Film” Studio and the French
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film studios "Anten-2” and "Pate-Cinema”, directed by Frenchman
Edmon Seshan and Georgian Gizo Gabeskiria. Scriptwriters: Jean-
Claude Carrier and Rezo Tabukashvili.

Scenes from the movie "12 Chairs” based on the novel by IIf and
Petrov are shot on the Green Cape and the beach.

It should also be noted that the director, cameraman, artist and
many other people, or the so-called technical-creative group, are be-
hind the filmmaking process. Thus, sightseeing and getting acquaint-
ed with the sights of our city can be considered as no less important
event for them. Accordingly, we predict a great future to tourist film
routes.
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Shot from the movie "Unusual exhibition"
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Shot from the movie "Manana"
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Shot from the movie "Roots"
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Shot from the movie "Repentance"
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Shot from the movie "12 chairs"
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4. INTERESTING LOCATIONS IN BATUMI
AND UNKNOWN LOCATIONS

The city is enriched by Khariton Akhvlediani Museum, as well as
Batumi archeological and art museums. The intelligentsia and guests
of Batumi have been gathering in the so-called “Khokho Garden” in
the square of the latter for years. Twin camphor trees were erected
here at the same time, creating an amazing microclimate. Unfortu-
nately, today the Art Museum and its unique “Khokho Garden” have
lost their original appearance. Here the architectural extensions to the
space were crushed and burned as a heavy burden.

We should not forget the Drama Theater, named after Ilia Chavcha-
vadze and built in 1951 by the architect Teplitsky; Summer Theater,
designed by architects Kakha Javakhishvili and Bogdan Kirakosyan.
Built in 1949. It burned down in 1997, but the building of the same
appearance was rebuilt. The visitor’s attention is drawn to the building
of the Georgian Maritime Administration at the intersection of Ninosh-
vili and 26 Maisi streets. The two-story building, built in 1884 with the
support of the widow of Russian millionaire banker Mitrophane Seli-
trenikov in 1884. The building housed the US and German consulates
and a research institute as well.

On August 25, 1888, Emperor Alexander Il arrived in Batumi with
his family. He and members of the royal family and companions plant-
ed trees in the present 26 Maisi park and the garden was renamed
Alexander Garden.
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Batumi seaport is at the entrance of the city. Its history dates back
to the 80s of the XIX century. In front of the port stands the Catholic
Church of the Holy Spirit.

Georgians killed in the battles of Batumi on March 20-23, 1918,
who fought under General Mazniashvili and liberated Batumi from the
occupiers, are buried in the central part of the city.

While reviewing the tourist routes of Batumi, visitors should get
relevant information about the dolphinarium, aquarium, Batumi City
Hall building, 1st high school, literary luminaries: llia Chavchavadze,
Akaki Tsereteli, Davit Kldiashvili and others.. The routes should also
include the information about the places, where the famous political
and public figures worked: I. Stalin, G. Kazbegi, I. Meskhi, G. Wolski,
L. Asatiani, |. Andronikashvili and etc.

Thus, it can be said that Batumi should appear in different direc-
tions in the relevant tourist routes and be fully acquainted with the
visitors and guests of the city. This topic is multifaceted and continuing
to work on it will further increase the interest in the city.

-163 -



Ilia Chavchavadze Aleksandre Kazbegi

Akaki Tsereteli David Kldiashvili

- 164 -



Sergey Meskhi Lado Asatiani
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5. ADJARA AND FOREIGNERS

The historical destiny of one of the most important regions of So-
uth-West Georgia, is really remarkable. This powerful center of Geor-
gian civilization, due to the reversal of historical destiny, was forcibly
cut off from the united Georgian organism and made an integral part of
another state, but its inhabitants could not forget the love and respect
for the native language. As a result of the war between Russia and
the Ottomans (1877-1878), it was returned to its homeland, but this
time the Caucasian administration of the Russian Empire hindered its
development in every possible way and tried to oppose this region to
the rest of Georgia. According to the rulers of the Russian state, it was
to become an important military outpost for Russian expansion in the
Middle East and a springboard for the implementation of the empire’s
far-reaching plans.

It is also noteworthy that foreigners were also interested in this
region of Georgia. They visited this side many times and left us inter-
esting materials about the political, social, economic and cultural-ed-
ucational life of the south-west of Georgia at that time. These records
are so important in the study of the historical past of our country that
we considered it necessary to devote the present study to it. The main
material was retrieved by me as a result of long work in the Russian
state archives. Some of the documents were handed over to us by sci-
entists working in the Turkish state archives, for which we would like to
thank them. (1). Nor can we not mention the individuals whose family
archives contain documents related to this issue. These materials are
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published for the first time and | think it should be interesting for both
specialists and a wide range of readers.

The paper presents the views of foreigners about Batumi and its
district not only from the period when it was part of Russia, but also
presents the facts from the time when the city was still part of the Ot-
toman Empire. The book also reflects the results of foreigners’ travels
to Guria, Imereti, Samegrelo, Abkhazia, Akhaltsikhe and elsewhere.
They described the political or economic situation there. This mono-
graph covers the period from 1804 to 1914, and we intend to study
and publish it in the future. There are many records about 1914-1921,
because many foreigners visited Georgia at that time, Therefore, the
political, economic or social life seen through their eyes is very inter-
esting from the point of view of source science as well.

Of particular interest to us are the materials that describe the life
of Batumi and its environs at a time when the city was under Ottoman
rule. The materials of that time are very small and we think it will be
interesting for the public.
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6. THE BRITISH ABOUT BATUMI

The document of 1804 is very important. It refers to the presence of
English businessman Martin Bol in Batumi. Martin Boli was in Batumi
in August 1804 and talks about the public life of Batumi at that time.
He arrived in Batumi from Istanbul for his business. He stayed in the
city for three months and left Batumi been diseased. Boli notes that
Batumi is a very dirty and disorderly city, although we could not call it a
city, because there are only three streets here and there is a cemetery
at the end of each street. These cemeteries are so neglected that the
place smells in the heat. The climate of Batumi is unbearable — writes
English Boli. “Nobody stops to live permanently in the city. Those who
arrive will leave Batumi soon. | also got sick and | am forced to leave
this city.”"When talking about the population, Boli mentions that the
city is mostly spoken in Turkish, but you will hear both Greek and Laz.
There is not a single public institution in the city. If we do not count the
two cafes where all the inhabitants of the city gather. Batumi port is out
of order and ships do not enter because of it. During my stay there,
only two Turkish ships came in and it also returned quickly... This is
the Englishman’s view on Batumi of 1804.

Douglas Stevens, an English officer who was in Batumi and Tra-
bzon in 1837, speaks about the presence of a large number of Geor-
gians in Batumi. It is noteworthy that Stevens and his companions
another Englishman Martin Howard arrived in Batumi from Ozurgeti.
They also visited Thbilisi, Kutaisi and Zugdidi. The English provide little
but still interesting information about this city. The Englishman men-
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tions about Ozurgeti that he stayed in this place for only three days.
In his opinion, Ozurgeti is not a city. There is only one street and three
relatively well-arranged houses, one of which belongs to the head of
Ozurgeti. There is a large field on the east side of Ozurgeti, where a
large market is held on Saturdays and Sundays, There are a lot of
people who trade mainly in agricultural products, especially those who
have a large number of cattle, which are brought in large numbers by
the peasants. The author notes:”l had to be in Ozurgeti at the time
when such a market was held. Among the merchants were the Otto-
mans, who sold silks, raisins and dates. As far as | know, quarrels are
not so rare between traders. Unfortunately, | was not able to get to
know this side better, because | had to leave it very soon.”

Exactly at the same time (1841) the English traveler M. Gvarachin
was in Batumi. Describing the population of Batumi, he says that the
Georgian population of Batumi pursued sailing on Chorokhi. He also
talks about the market in Batumi, traders, ongoing constructions in
Batumi, the merits of the Batumi port and more.

English officer Gregory Green talks about Batumi in 1877. He notes
that “Batumi has turned into one big military bastion. Here everything
is subject to the front. Troops stand on every street. The city is at war.
Trenches are being made in which the whole population participates.
The number of warships at sea has increased. There are cannons on
the fortresses of Batumi. The Ottomans know that the enemy is gath-
ering large forces in the direction of Batumi and that is why they are
so selflessly fortifying the city. The English consul Palgrev often goes
to the army command for a meeting. England is on the Ottoman side.
There are quite a lot of English officers and instructors in the city. 4
more Englishmen work with me as an instructor of the army unit in the
east of Batumi. | am a newcomer and the others have a lot of experi-
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ence. One of them, Michael Burton, worked in India. “ Green also talks
about Batumi and notes: “Batumi port is working on a military base.
Military ships are placed in the port. A large number of troops are
gathered there. The passenger ship enters less. Mostly such a ship
comes from Istanbul and brings with it a large amount of weapons and
heavy equipment. In February of this year, an Ottoman ship arrived in
Batumi, which brought a large amount of food to the population of the
city. | also witnessed how the soldiers were loading weapons from the
ship... Batumi is a small city with uneven streets. The city borders on
the lake, which is called “Nurie Gioli” (Lake Nurio) Lake by the locals.
But these places are not inhabited. Moreover, these places have been
turned into shelters for robbers and everyone avoids going there.
Batumi is actually more populated from the seafront of the port than
from the west. Impassable swamps and dense forests stretch from the
last house to the inaccessible area where wildlife lives. Often such
animals enter the city and cause panic among the population. Also,
robbers find shelter in such forests and gendarmes are also afraid to
enterthere. For example, last year (1876) robbers robbed two large
shops near the port, wounding one of the shop owners for resisting,
They were chased by gendarmes, robbers managed to hide in the for-
est, gendarmes did not dare to enter for fear. As | have learned such
cases have been enough. The robbers are people of all nationalities,
Ottomans, Adjarans, Circassians and Abkhazians. There are also
mixed groups. For example, Batumi has long been threatened by a
band of robbers led by someone named Mustafa. People of all nation-
alities were united in this detachment. This detachment was liquidated
with great effort, but some members were able to escape to Trabzon.
Two members of this detachment were residents of Georgia, which is
part of Russia. For the purpose of robbery, they often go to the territory
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of Batumi, especially to terrorize Cheruk-Su (Kobuleti) together with
local robbers... Green points out that the central part of the city is the
Gulf and its surrounding area, which is mainly populated by traders
and wealthy people.. Batumi is divided into districts, which have their
sharply separated borders (he does not name which of these districts),
There is a big market in Batumi, where one of the famous markets was
held, but as | heard, such a market has not been held for a long time.
Streets in Batumi are mostly named after Ottomans. There are more
than 800 houses in the city, of which only about 80 will be in order.
Such relatively well-furnished houses are mainly located in the vicinity
of the port. It was these houses that were attacked by robbers and as
| was told, most of them were looted by robbers. Wealthy residents
were forced to hire armed guards because of this. The ruler of Batu-
mi, who is called Mutesarif here, is also guarded by armed units. He
was often terrorized by robbers... Green notes that “there are identical
houses in Batumi, mostly wooden, two-storey, the second floor can be
climbed from the street via a staircase. | was in one of such houses.
A host named Khasan invited me for tea and sweets. Georgians (in
this case Adjarans) also have houses in the city, they live separately,
many residents have a hotel on the second floor. The house consists
of several rooms where the head of the family and other members live
separately. There is a room specifically for the guest, there is a pan-
try and in some houses there are even rooms for family members to
gather, where they have dinner, talk, etc. The guide can tell about the
story above while visiting traditional Georgian house.

Green’s note about the administrative arrangement of Batumi is
interesting, he says that Batumi has a ruler named Mutesarif, There
was a representative body in the city, named Mejlis, this body was
located in the same building where Mutasarif was sitting. There was
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a court in the city and it was located in a separate building, there was
also the headquarters of the Batumi Battalion, Batumi Customs Di-
vision. The head of the clergy, who is called Mufti by the locals, was
sitting in a separate building in Batumi.... Green mentions that there
are three mosques in the city where Muslim prayers are held, when
in April of this year (1877) another part of the army entered the city,
Great prayers were held in all the mosques to commemorate this and
all the believers welcomed this story with joy...*

Green then speaks specifically about the Greek Orthodox and Ar-
menian-Catholic Churches in Batumi. He has been present in each of
them. He especially mentions that the Greek churches are excellent
buildings, while the Armenian-Gregorian church has a well-equipped
hotel. But the Ottomans are persecuting this church, | have encoun-
tered such a fact that the Ottoman soldiers did not allow the Greeks
to enter the church. This is how the Armenians are treated, they con-
sidered the Batumi government to be an agent of Russian and perse-
cuted them in every possible way. There were cases of their frequent
killings, as | was told, in the last two months of last year (1876) and the
current year (1877), Ottomans and other Muslims killed 10 Armenians
and 6 Greeks. There were cases when last year Ottoman robbers ran-
sacked the homes of wealthy Greeks and Armenians, looted, wound-
ed members of the family, kidnapped two Armenian girls and raped
them. Outraged people applied Mutasarif and demanded that he re-
store order, but Mutasarif told them that they themselves should resist
and intimidate the robbers. When they saw that the Muslim govern-
ment was not protecting them, then they decided to arm themselves
and adequately resist the attackers. “However, as mentioned above,
the robbers also attacked Muslims. Green notes that at that time there
were two schools in the city, a Turkish one funded by the Istanbul gov-
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ernment and a Greek one housed in a well-equipped building, but at
that time (1877) education was suspended for some reason.”

Here are Green’s memories about Batumi. In our opinion, it is ex-
tremely remarkable and is one of the important sources for studying
the history of Batumi at that time. Therefore, when a guide tells a
tourist about Batumi, he/she can freely tell about the administrative
arrangement and life history of Batumi at that timeThe guide can also
enter the yard of the restaurant Adjara House in the route, where the
models of houses typical for the Adjara region are presented.

In 1894, the English traveler Charles Brown was in Batumi for a
short time. He stayed in Batumi for a short time and only mentions
about Batumi that the city port is very tidy for ships. According to
Brown, he entered Batumi by an English ship called “Victory”. This
ship stayed in Batumi for only 4 days and Brown’s impressions are
based on what he saw in those four days.

He says there are several European-style hotels along the coast,
with ugly one-story wooden buildings next to the hotel, distorting the
view from the sea.

There are many workers standing in the harbor waiting someone
to give them the job. Work is underway to build new wharfsnear the
port. They build railway lines, demolish ugly huts, build warehouses.
As far as | know, this work is being carried out by a French company
that is trying to build a plant near the port of Batumi, which will produce
a special vessel for reloading oil.

(Here we are talking about the Rothschild factory). There are shops
near the port. One of the shops owned by a Turk is called “Eastern
Nobati”. This store has a lot of customers, | also bought raisins and
sweets in this store, which was very tasty. “ Brown notes that he was
not given chance to see the city and only noticed what he was able
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to see in a short time. The ship soon left Batumi and headed for Con-
stantinople, where Brown stayed for a long time, from where he left
for Europe.

The guide can talk about the above to tourists during a visit to the
Nobel Brothers Technological Museum, where they talk about the ac-
tivities of Nobel and Rothschilds in Batumi.

Although the book is about the travel of famous foreigners in Batu-
mi, we can not fail to mention the memory of one interesting traveler
not about Batumi, but about Guria, our neighboring region.

Interesting memories on Guria in 1904 were left to us by the En-
glishman Gregory Richards. He served in the Russian army and was
in Guria with the army. Richards talks about the flora and fauna of
Guria and in this respect he compares it to the southern coastal re-
gions of Russia. Richards points out that there are very politicized
people living in Guria. Such a pursuit of innovation, such disobedience
to the regime, which is present in the people living in this small re-
gion, is less likely to be encountered elsewhere. He notes that “social
ideas are very popular and widespread among the population. It is
bled in the Gurians. In this respect they have no equal. Gurian agita-
tors spread all over the place, conversations are held with the people
who went to work in cornfield, with the people going to trade, and even
soldiers, conversations are held everywhere, in the village, in the bor-
ough. The Gurian agitators so “poisoned” some members of my squad
with social ideas that | was forced to transfer them to another army. In
order not to put others under the influence of agitators, | was forced to
introduce strict discipline. In particular, if we noticed anyone in contact
with the “rioters”, they would be severely punished. This action was
relatively fruitful.

Then Richards talks about the spread of piracy in Guria. Such a
thing he has not met anywhere else. It was even a kind of fashion.
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Every village had one bandit, and some had several. The bandits were
mostly people obsessed with revolutionary ideas, as well as criminal
elements that were very prevalent throughout the empire. The popu-
lation even had a kind of “sympathy” towards them. For the sake of
popularity among the people, they used to come to the village in the
evenings and help the poor, oppress the relatively rich, however, there
were very few rich people in Guria because you could not distinguish
between rich and poor in this part of the country. Rich here were those
who had a beautiful ode-house standing and a few souls of cattle.
Those who traded were relatively rich. Gurians do not like merchants
and look at them with aggression. There was such a case, the robbers
robbed the merchant Ambako Makharadze in Ozurgeti, The popula-
tion met this fact with great satisfaction, they said: “Well, “What did he
think, didn’t he know that he would not use the property gained from
trade for good?”...

Richards says with surprise that such aspirations for education as
the Gurians have are less noticeable in other peoples. Every resident,
no matter how poor he is, tries to send his child to school. That is why
Ozurgeti school is full of students. The Gurians are trying to show
themselves in this regard and do it well.

The Englishman points to the medical situation in Guria and notes
that the situation in this part of the country is not so favorable. The
doctor is highly valued in Guria, everyone tries to respect him. Doc-
tors Stefane Karpenko and Kirile Glonti were very popular in Ozurgeti.
They were very much loved by the locals. Karpenko opened a small
hospital in his house in Ozurgeti, where he treated patients for free.
The people affectionately called him Stephen the Doctor. In my two
years in Guria, there has not been a single case where someone has
done anything to hurt them (Richard probably refers to the bandits),
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and Kirill Glonti had opened a small pharmacy in his house, where he
distributed medicines to the poor for free... But that was not enough.
Doctors rarely visited the villages. Most of the patients were treat-
ed with folk healing methods, which often ended tragically... Richards
speaks of a major clash in April 1904 in Lanchkhuti between Kari and
the so-called “revolutionary detachments” in which six people on both
sides were killed and ten were seriously wounded. A similar clash took
place on August 21, 1904 in borough Chokhatauri, when three people
were seriously injured. “Attacks, clashes, bombings, ambushes have
taken place almost weekly,” Richards said.

It seems that foreign visits to Batumi have become especially fre-
quent since 1820. This was probably caused by the coming war be-
tween Russia and the Ottomans. There have been a large number of
Russians in Batumi since that time. For example, in 1821 Nikolaeyv,
Davidov and Sergeev were in Batumi. They did not leave any records
about Batumi. It is noteworthy, however, that the Ottoman authorities
became suspicious of Sergeyev because he was a frequent visitor to
the cafe and spoke to the local population. He was arrested but later
released.
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7. AUSTRIAN AND GERMAN TRAVELERS
ABOUT BATUMI

Gerhard Buchwald, an Austrian traveler who was in Batumi for a
short time in 1833, provides us with interesting information about the
Batumi side. He arrived in Batumi from Tbilisi and then went to Trab-
zon, and from there to Istanbul, As can be seen from his memories,
Buchwald has a positive attitude towards the Ottomans. He mentions
that the Ottomans are trying to regulate the city life.”"Wherever | was,”
writes Buchwald, “construction is going on everywhere. The Ottomans
treat the Europeans with great respect, who are kind to the Ottomans,
| felt it everywhere. Such an attitude is not felt in Russia and in the
peoples conquered by Russia, where Europeans are met coldly. This
| felt in Thilisi, Baku and other cities. Buchwald mentions about Batu-
mi that it is an Ottoman city, the inhabitants are Ottomans, trading is
very active, people are very hospitable. However, the Austrian also
indicates that there are Greeks, Armenians, Negroes and Europeans
in the city. Buchwald mentions this time that the port of Batumi is well-
equipped, the Ottoman government has done a lot of work there. As
| learned, a high-ranking official of the Ottoman government arrived
in the city, convened a meeting, gave an instruction to the local gov-
ernment to put the Batumi port in order, and promised to give large
sums of money. The funds really came from Istanbuland started to
improve the port and its surrounding area. After some time, serious
works were carried out, access roads to the port were made, the area
around the port was expanded, construction of a new port was start-
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ed, work was underway to build a bridge over the river near the sea.
The Ottomans realized that the port of Batumi was one of the most
convenient on the Black Sea coast and needed to be improved. This
view was especially strong among the Ottomans after the Ottomans,
not so long ago, had a great war with Russia. They are well aware that
Russia was interested in Batumi and was doing everything to capture
it. The author writes: “| had a conversation with a high-ranking official
in Batumi and he noted that Batumi should be turned into an inacces-
sible and impregnable fortress so that the enemy could not enter here.
The government will do everything to make sure that no one can look
down on Batumi. This is our main port and from here we will be able
to successfully and conveniently solve our tasks — says Buchwald. It
is noteworthy that Buchwald, while talking about the population of the
city, does not mention anywhere that there were enough Georgians in
the city, which can be clearly seen in the records of other Europeans.
This means that Buchwald is so angry with the people of the Russian
Empire at the moment that he is trying to avoid the truth, or he may
not have met Georgians during his short stay in Batumi, as he says,
but this is hard to believe.

* * %

From August 25, 1878, Batumi and its region became part of the
Russian Empire. From this time there are enough records of foreign-
ers about Batumi as well as other Georgian regions. These materials
are stored in the state archives of Russia and Georgia, many of these
records are brought to scientific circulation for the first time and we
think it should be interesting for readers.

The first information we received about Batumi, which was part
of the Russian Empire, was the record of the German traveler Man-
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fred Liebermann. He was in Batumi in February-September 1880, and
from there he went to Istanbul by ship. He says about Batumi: “| have
been in Batumi for eight months, the city is clearly the result of the war
that took place several years ago. Just a couple of years ago it was
part of the Ottoman Empire. A local man named Mahmun said he felt
very well at the time. According to him, the Russians have introduced
new rules, people are being evicted from their places of residence,
and the houses of the departed people are being given to Russians,
Armenians and Greeks. Our people will not get used to Russian life
and will leave. Liebermann notes that by the decision of the Berlin
Congress, Batumi was declared Porto Franco (a free port), and Batu-
mi became an important center of free traffic and trade for ships from
all over the world. This leads to successful development of the city, but
it also has many negative features.”

He indicates that barbed wire poles have been erected on all three
sides of the harbor, especially to its east and south. Every 20 meters
there is a Russian soldier who does not allow anyone to enter the
port area, and carefully searches the people coming out of it. Soldiers
behave rudely. Those who come out of the port area are asked for
bribes and if they did not give, then they excuse some law and force
people to leave a lot of the purchased goods. People are unhappy.
Local Muslims are especially persecuted if, for example, a couple is
stopped from searching, women are also searched. This even caus-
es dissatisfaction among men. Sometimes such cases even end in
murder. For example, this year (1880), in January, a drunken soldier
wanted to search a woman and roughly put his hand on her arm. This
made the man accompanying the woman out of patience, stabbed the
soldier in the heart and killed him on the place. He was arrested and
deported. There have been many such cases. Such a rule of trade

- 188 -



was unacceptable to the local population. People left their homes be-
cause of this and went to the Ottoman Empire (Liebermann does not
name other reasons, however, there were many other reasons that
led the population to emigrate ). My acquaintance Mahmud also went
to the Ottoman Empire because, as he himself said, he would not set-
tle here, before everything was fine, he traded freely, he bought and
sold everything, he also had a fortune and he was satisfied with life.
And now the Russians have mixed everything up, imposed taxes on
people, the soldiers are rude, they do not like our people, they do not
allow us to sell or buy anything. They even ask for money for simple
goods, and what do | do here? | will go with my people and | will be
better there. Others think like me too.

Liebermann notes that “many foreign ships enter and bring goods
to the port of Batumi. Too many of them are smuggled. There are
traders on the shore who transport these goods both in the depths of
the country and in the Russian provinces. Russians, Greeks, and Ar-
menians predominate among the merchants; There are few Ottomans
and Georgians. There are cases when the ship’s captain knows which
goods he brought to Batumi, because these goods were selected by
the merchant abroad. In Batumi, either himself or his representative
met the ship and delivered the goods to their destination. Such mer-
chants carried their goods to the checkpoints without any problems
because the customs officers had been bribed by them in advance. A
customs building is under construction near the sea in Batumi, a total
of four checkpoints have been built. Liebermann notes: “During my
stay in the city, several representatives of the central imperial govern-
ment arrived from St. Petersburg and consulted with the local Russian
administration about the improvement of the city. The first thing they
found out was that the real estate of those who had gone abroad was
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transferred to the state treasury and set up for free sale. Mostly it con-
cerned the property of those who left the city. Such property, according
to its location, was mostly bought by wealthy Russians, Armenians,
and Greeks, while Christian Georgians were not allowed to buy prop-
erty in a relatively good location in the city. When | asked why, | was
told that Georgians are nationalists and can not be trusted. | was very
surprised by such an answer... Liebermann notes that the Russians
deployed part of a large army to the east of the city and began build-
ing barracks for them. Construction of some barracks was completed,
some continued... A school was also under construction in the city,
supervised by Batumi Governor Komarov. It was said in Batumi that
the children of the rich should study in this school.”

Lieberman notes: “Although Batumi has fallen into the hands of
the Russians, with the exception of a few new buildings, nothing else
has been done. Everywhere there are unclean, almost ruined houses,
impoverished people, despair and malice. This is the face of today’s
Batumi.” This is how Liebermann completes his recordings of Batumi,
although despair outweighs hope for the future, but his views are still
interesting and noteworthy for the events of that time.

At the beginning of the twentieth century, as mentioned above, for-
eign visits increased, which led to the economic prosperity of south-
western Georgia. Travelers as well as scientists, businessmen and
people of other professions came here. Some came on business trips,
while others only traveled. All of them left their views on the then Batu-
mi, Ozurgeti, Poti, Kutaisi, Zugdidi, Sokhumi, as well as Thilisi, Telavi
and Goriand thus, the socio-political, socio-economic and cultural-ed-
ucational life of Georgia at that time, seen and studied through their
eyes, is very important and noteworthy from today’s point of view.

In late May 1902, German ethnographers Sigmund Kaltz and Wolf-
gang Bonhoff visited Batumi. They left a relatively long story about
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Batumi. The Germans consider that “Batumi is one of the best port
cities, where ships enter almost every day. There is lively work in the
harbor. They really liked the seaside park. Every morning gardeners
come out to the parks and clean it.

That is why there is perfect cleanliness in the park. Also, fines
are imposed on those who pollute the park. There are a lot of po-
licemen out there who are monitoring the order. There are no trade
booths near the park. The people of Batumi love their park very much
and consider it to be the most remarkable place in the city. The Ger-
mans point out that Russians, Armenians and Greeks predominate
among the vacationers. There are very few Georgians and they find it
strange. The Germans point out that when traveling at sea, passen-
gers are served by sailing and rowing boats, as well as smaller ships
that dock at the port. According to them, the fare will be determined
by the following tariff: From ship to shore and from shore to ship, up
to five kilometers, with luggage — 10 kopecks; With luggage weighing
more than one pood _ 20 kopecks, With luggage weighing more than
ten pood — 30 kopecks. Fees are paid for the walk in agreement with
the boatmen. The Germans note that during their stay in the city, one
large house in the city center caught fire, which was caused by the
harsh treatment of fuels. Firefighters rushed to the scene and with the
help of the population were able to put out the fire, but the building
was badly damaged andit became uninhabitable... The Germans talk
about the ethnographic life of the people of Batumi. They were at the
house of a local resident, Giorgi Lortkipanidze. It is noted about the
house that it was located in the central part of the city. The house had
a large yard where various trees were planted. The host was a big
lover of flowers. Different varieties of flowers were planted in the yard,
which created a pleasant landscape. In the center of the room, which
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was intended for the guest, stood a large round table, where both the
guests and the hosts gathered. On the wall was a large carpet, where
weapons, swords, and rifles were hung. The host was proud of the
fact that these tools belonged to his great grandfather, who took part
in the war against Turkey. By the way, the Germans say, they saw
similar things in Ozurgeti, Poti and Tbilisi. The Germans like the fact
that Lortkipanidze’'s house was arranged in a European style. There
was a large dresser near the door, on which stood a lamp and various
household appliances... The house had an exit from the back directly
into the flower bed. Family members came out on the balcony and
relaxed in this beautiful place. The roof of the house was tiled brought
to him from Marseilles by a friend. The host’s clothes are typical Cau-
casian — Chokha-Akhalukh and a Kamar-Khanjali wrapped around the
waist... The Germans point out that Lortkipanidze took them to the
village of Feria near Batumi, where the host, named Ahmed, provided
good hospitality. They point out that Ahmed had a large estate, with a
one-story house with several rooms in the center of the estate. Ancil-
lary buildings were located on different sides of the yard — for cattle,
agricultural products as well, Apparently the host was a good farmer,
it seemed like both his house and the yard.”The host’'s wife and two
daughters were working in the yard, where there were plenty of poultry
and cattle. The dining table, which was prepared for the guests, was
seated by men. As we have heard the women were not allowed to sit
at the table where the guests were sitting, This is their rule. There was
a knitting machine in the yard, where Ahmed’s wife and children were
weaving yarn and making household items, socks, gloves and more...
Although the Russians have been established in this region (Batumi
district) for a long time, medieval traditions are still evident. In partic-
ular, women wear the chador, are obedient to men, and are wordless
executors of their desires. This was obvious to Ahmed’s family...”
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The above stories can be told by the guide to the visitors while
talking about the customs and traditions of Adjara, after all, the hospi-
tality of the people of Adjara is well known. Therefore, seeing all this
through the eyes of a foreigner should definitely be interesting for a
tourist. This story will be especially interesting during the so-called
“visit to a traditional family” tour, This is a tour when tourists are tak-
en to a traditional Georgian family, where the house is arranged in a
traditional way and the ritual of hospitality is held according to old tra-
ditions. Where the role of Georgian supra (feast) and tamada (toast-
masteris) is considered. Also, the guide must draw parallels with the
current customs, which are still preserved in Adjara. It should be noted
that tourists especially like this travel package, which is then clearly
seen in the ratings they leave for travel companies and guides in the
form of records. Here is an example. This is how the above-mentioned
German traveler describes the process of visiting.

In particular, they note that when they were in Ahmed’s hotel room
and sitting at a table, at that time Ahmed’s neighbor entered the room.
The host stood up, greeted him and invited him to the table, intro-
duced the guests and he became a full member of the table. “We
have not seen such a thing anywhere else” — the Germans say in
surprise. They also note that the hospitality of Georgians is original
and special...

The Germans talk about several markets in Batumi. One of them
is at the market, which is held in the so-called Batumi. In the Turk-
ish district, mainly agricultural products are traded and it is organized
on Sundays, and the rest is almost daily... The Germans appreciate
the loyalty of the Georgians and point out that Tsarism oppresses the
Georgian identity because it fears that freedom and the aspiration for
independence have not yet disappeared among these peoples.
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8. ITALIAN TRAVELERS ABOUT BATUMI

In 1854, interesting information about Batumi is provided by the
Italian traveler Gabriele Brindisi, who was in Batumi, as he points out,
“for a better understanding of the Black Sea region.”. Brindisi points
out that hostilities are taking place on the Black Sea coast between
the Ottomans and Russia. The population of Batumi is in panic, they
are leaving the city because they are afraid of the invasion of the Rus-
sian army. The city is almost empty, there are mostly soldiers and
military equipment is deployed. The coast guard is guarded by sol-
diers; There are squatters on the castles who are ready to open fire
on any object floating in the sea. Brindisi notes that he saw many En-
glishmen, Frenchmen, and also lItalians working as instructors in the
Ottoman army. They train soldiers several times a day and teach them
the rules of hand-to-hand combat. As for my four fellow lItalians, two
of them were from Verona, one from Milan and one from Bari. They
arrived in Batumi with the Turkish army, took part in several hostilities
on their side. The officers were housed in private houses, while the
commanders were housed in a relatively well-appointed hotel. As |
have heard — says Brindisi — the people here, who are called Adjarans
and are related to the Georgians, are less trusted by the Turkish gov-
ernment, because they may take the position of their opponent during
the war. There have been such cases before. One man was released
in Batumi after being detained while he was giving some secret map to
several people. The man turned out to be from Adjara, while the other
detainees turned out to be Russian agents who had secretly entered
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the territory of Batumi. There were many such cases and that is why
the Turkish government is afraid of the local population. “.

Brindisi says about the city that there is no construction going on
here, only a few shops are working in the city. There is enhanced se-
curity in the port of Batumi and Turkish naval warships are stationed
there. Other types of ships hardly enter the city port. Only one Turkish
ship arrived in 1853, and none in the first half of 1854. The population
is mainly engaged in providing assistance to soldiers, In particular,
they bring food, clothes and help them with various tasks. Brindisi also
notes that during his stay there, only one market was held in Batumi
and very few people took part in it.

We find interesting and telling information about 1872 Batumi in the
records of the Italian traveler and scientist Christian Moro. Moro ar-
rived in Batumi in 1872 and stayed there until December of the same
year, then again traveled to Italy. Moro visited the whole of the Ot-
toman Empire, both on the shores of the Mediterranean and on the
Black Sea. During his stay in Batumi he often visited the Italian consul
Malmuz. Christian Moro saw the objects under construction, roads
and points to the rapid growth of Batumi...

Moro also says that Batumi is in the center of attention of Euro-
peans because of the convenience of its port, that there are Euro-
pean shipping agencies in Batumi. Also, European trading societies
were established in the city in the 60s. Similar societies also existed
in almost every major city in the Ottoman Empire. A branch of the St.
Petersburg Insurance Company was also established in Batumi. The
Russians were obviously active in connection with Batumi. It does not
like the Ottoman authorities and tries to limit their activity. They want
to control the existing Russian organizations and bring them within
the framework. The Ottoman government itself is trying to establish
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ties with Russia. Ottoman trade agencies have been opened in the
Russian Black Sea cities, as well as in St. Petersburg and Moscow.
Moro points out that “the population of Batumi counts more than 4,000
people of both sexes. If you add to this the number of people who
have come to the city for temporary residence, which was quite large,
then the population of the city will increase even more. “ Moro notes
that “the inhabitants of Batumi are Ottomans, Adjarans and Laz, there
are also Abkhazians, Circassians, Armenians and Greeks. “Abkha-
zians live in the vicinity of Batumi near Lake Nuri.” Moro estimates
that the number of Abkhazians is more than 300 families. He notes
that “the population of Batumi speaks Ottoman, Georgian and Greek
languages. Moro also talks about the clothes and says that the clothes
of Adjarans, Laz, Circassians and Abkhazians are the same. They
wear Chokha-Akhalukh, Adjarans love Chokha made of red cloth, Laz
-blue, while Circassians and Abkhazians prefer white.

They wore large Bohokhi hats (made of fur), daggers on their belts,
and some Abkhazians even had swords as well. According to Moro,
Adjarans are proud people, they love to walk and spend time, but there
are almost no entertainment places. The same can be said about Ab-
khazians. The Ottomans, however, are drastically different from them.
They wear wide pants, short jackets and wear conical hats on their
heads. Their clothes are colorful. The more colorful the clothes are, it
means that its owner is elegant and rich man, while the man wearing
black is poor. The shops in the city are mostly in the hands of the
Ottomans. Everything is traded there, especially goods imported by
ships. Many ships enter the port of Batumi. Unloading of goods from
ships is mainly done by Armenians, Greeks and seasonal workers
from the Georgian regions near Batumi. There are workshops in the
city, where mainly Adjarans, Abkhazians and Circassians work. Cold
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weapons, daggers, swords are for sale. Both the residents of Batumi
and the newcomers buy such weapons. Firearms, which are made in
the villages of Batumi, are also brought for sale in Batumi. Weapons
are sold secretly, smuggled, because the owner faces a large fine or
imprisonment for selling them. Abkhazians also make weapons and
sell them secretly. Murders are also frequent. The rule of blood re-
venge is raging. Robbery also increased. In August (1872) the robbers
managed to rob a port in Batumi, took money and goods, the robbers
were chased by soldiers, a two-way shootout broke out, several rob-
bers and soldiers were killed, others managed to escape. Because of
this, the captain of the ship complained to the local government about
the local ruler. He was fired and replaced by another. As | heard, the
newly appointed person was a Circassian. Moro says that “women
from Batumi wear chadors and rarely show up on the street, mostly at
home. Adjarans are joyful people, they love singing and dancing, we
can not say that about the Ottomans, who trade from early morning
until late evening. Adjarans do not like the Ottomans, they are hostile
towards them, as well as the Laz. The Laz stay in Batumi for only
a few days and then move to the Trabzon region, where they have
houses and plots of land. Moro notes that Batumi is a very uneducat-
ed city. There are no schools in the city. Children are taught at home
by their parents, of course, if they are literate, but there are very few
of them. The people in the city mainly choose to trade. Some people
from Batumi try to send their children to madrassas in another city to
study, and they even manage to do so. The people of Batumi asked
the city governor to open a school in the city, he also promised to solve
this issue. The Italian consul in Batumi, Malmuzi, rented a building in
the center of the city where children were taught to read and write,
but the government closed the school because the education process
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was carried out in a non-Ottoman language, which the government
considered dangerous.

Then Moro talks about the unbearable weather in Batumi: “Batu-
mi is a very difficult city to live in, everyone is trying to leave the city
in summer, there are frequent incessant rains. There are no medical
facilities in the city. Patients ate treated by eunuch, folk healers and
such treatment ends with a victim. The folk healers are mostly Greeks.
Mortality is high in the city, so the city is full of cemeteries, all the
streets ending at the cemetery. “Nevertheless, the city is still growing
and settling down.” We think this is very interesting news.

Foreigners have been visiting Batumi more frequently since the
1990s, and since the beginning of the 20th century it has become
almost monthly. They also often traveled to other parts of Georgia and
made interesting recordings. This time the reader will get acquainted
with many new, still unknown materials about Georgia of that period. It
should also be noted that this is the time when Batumi is economically
promoted, when foreign trade and industrial firms are established in
the city, and thus the visits of foreigners have become more frequent.
They did not observe the economic development of the city alone,
they studied the life of the whole region, their views were based on
personal observations and thus, it is important for us; But in some
assessments their views require a critical approach due to tenden-
tiousness and sometimes bias as well.
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9. NORWEGIAN TRAVELER MARTIN GROSSO
ABOUT BATUMI

Norwegian Martin Grosso talks about Batumi in 1898. He arrived
in Batumi on the French ship “Paris” on April 16, 1898 and left the city
on May 4, 1898... The purpose of his visit was to visit the Black Sea
coast and study the social situation here. Grosso says he is a histo-
rian by profession and before coming here, he studied the historical
situation here. He notes that “Batumi used to be part of Georgia, then
it was occupied by the Turks, during the Russo-Turkish war the city
became part of Russia and Russian laws apply in the city. First of
all, what you will notice in Batumi is the diversity of the city in terms
of population. This fact can be told by a guide to a tourist during the
mentioning Batumi as a tolerant city, Our tolerant attitude towards
other nations is not new, but we have had it in our blood for a long
time... Grosso notes that Russians, Armenians, Greeks, Turks, Geor-
gians, Kurds and other nationalities are mixed in Batumi. Batumi can
be said to be a commercial and industrial city. There are many shop-
ping malls in the city center. They trade in everything from products to
weapons. Also, there are many workshops. Copper items, household
items, street signs are made here There are industrial facilities located
on the seashore, which prepare oil transport containers. The own-
ers of these industrial facilities have large warehouses near the sea,
where factory-made products are stored. Also, all owners have laid
a railway line from their factory to the dock to facilitate reloading on
oil vessels. One interesting circumstance is that the city government
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has imposed an environmental tax and they charge the owners of the
enterprises a monthly fee for the construction of a railway line near
the seashore. But lately, the owners of the enterprises seem to have
bribed the leadership of the Batumi district and they too have decided
to impose a meager sum for it"... Grosso points out that Batumi is a
very bureaucratic city. Here you can not do even a small job, at every
step a person faces a bureaucratic barrier. Here for a small sheet of
paper you have to wait a whole month and still not get it. | have not
met such a thing anywhere, in any part of the world. Apparently, this is
the working style of the Russian bureaucracy. As | have learned here,
the Russians have introduced such a rule, both in the center and in
the colonies. Here, if you do not have a lot of money, it is very difficult
to do anything, bribery is at its peak Everyone takes bribe, starting
with the soldiers, ending with the leadership of the district. That is why
the city was crowded with merchants of all kinds. obobo The best plots
of land in the central part of the city are seized through bribes. Here
is one example: One Turk wanted to build a bath in the center of the
city, but was not allowed to do so. They reasoned that there could be
no construction in that place, at the end the Turk gave a bribe to the
mayor and started construction. There are many such cases. In Batu-
mi, | met a Georgian named Bakradze, who told me that the Russians
are real robbers, they only care about money, they harass people of
all other nationalities. Armenians and Greeks are in a deal with the
Russians. Armenians try to please the Russians in everything and
they value it too. As you see, the city center was conquered only by
Armenians, Russians and Greeks, Georgians are not allowed there,
and this is when Batumi has always been a historically Georgian city
and only Georgians lived here... Grosso talks about the seaside park
and notes that the construction of the Batumi seaside park has not
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been completed yet, works are still underway there. There are several
railway lines near the seaside park and this creates great discomfort
for people walking in the park®... This is Batumi seen through the eyes
of a Norwegian. The Norwegian talks about other issues as well, this
concerns his personal affairs and thus, we will not focus on it.
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10. TURKISH AHMED BEY ABOUT BATUMI

The Turkish traveler and captain Ahmed Bey left interesting and
much telling information about Batumi in 1857. He was in Batumi for
a long time. Ahmed Bey proudly declares that he is an Ottoman and
is in an Ottoman province like the Sanjaks of Trabzon and Batumi. It
is true that Batumi Sanjak is inhabited by Adjarans who were even
Christians before, but that was a long time ago and today this re-
gion is completely merged with the Ottoman state. Ahmed Bey talks
about Tanzimat and notes that some spongers living in Batumi Sanjak
could not tolerate Tanzimat, such people leave their homes and go
elsewhere.. Ahmed Bey does not hide that the opponents are mostly
Adjarans. It is true that the Ottoman captain does not say, but the fact
is that this drastically reduced the population of the city. The eastern
part of Batumi Bay, which is said to be full of people, is almost emp-
ty this time. Ahmed Bey says he witnessed for himself how people
from different Ottoman provinces came to settle in the city. Abandoned
houses are registered by the Batumi government and then sold to
others. There are cases when a citizen of Batumi sells his house to a
newcomer. Interestingly, among the newcomers, Ahmed Bey names
Circassians and Abkhazians, who lived mainly in the eastern part of
the city. Ahmed Bey notes that the Ottoman border troops are sta-
tioned in Batumi, numbering 16,000 men. Large barracks were built
for them in the city, and a headquarters for the command of this army.
From the ground, the city is fortified with palisades (a stakewall or a
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paling, is typically a fence or defensive wall made from iron or wooden
stakes, or tree trunks) and ditches. According to Ahmed Bey, Batumi
consists of several dozen wooden houses, there are also 7 two-storey
houses, a shop and a wooden mosque.
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11. FRENCH IN BATUMI

Frenchman Louis Cooper and Marcel Frontier provide interesting
information about 1810 Batumi and its surroundings. As it is clear from
their records, they were in Batumi in October 1810. They point out
that the Turks started the improvement works in Batumi, but could not
finish them. The French note that there are also Negroes among the
workers, as it turned out, the Negroes came from North Africa, some
of them even settled in Batumi. The Turkish government allowed them
to do so. A two-storey wooden building was built for the Turkish leader
in Batumi. The head of Batumi was a stubborn, unsympathetic person.
As the viewer points out, he often passed through the city and did not
return for long. Dissatisfied residents sent complaints to the Istanbul
authorities. “During our stay there, a horrible murder took place in Ba-
tumi. Out of jealousy, the husband cut his wife’s throat and killed the
woman’s lover and her family members. This man was arrested and
sentenced specifically by judges who came from Istanbul.

The trial was held on the main square of the city and was attended
by the entire population of Batumi and its surroundings. The judge
asked the people what kind of verdict should be handed down. The
population shouted, that the killer should be hanged. “The killer was
really hung on a pole and he was hanging there for two days, then he
was removed, but we do not know where he was buried.”

The French note that ships often enter the port of Batumi and bring
various goods into the city. This is the view of the French on Batumi in
1810. The rest of the places in the record are devoted to other places
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on the Black Sea, of course it is also interesting for researchers, but
we will not discuss it this time.

The French traveler Didier Villien talks about Batumi in 1865 in
his records. He arrived in Batumi from Istanbul and left for Russia by
ship a few days later. As it turns out, it became known to Villien that
the Ottoman Sultan Abdul Aziz issued a decree in 1863, indicating
the construction of a new city in the northwestern part of the port of
Batumi, which would be the center of the Lazistan Sanjak. According
to him, several thousand square meters were allocated for the con-
struction of a new city in the city, which should be divided into parts by
laying the street in all directions. The width of the street should have
been 12 m, a mosque should have been built in a convenient place. In
order to develop the territory of the new city, anyone was given a plot
of land on the basis of a reduced tax. As a result, in 1864-1865, a large
number of people from the interior provinces of the Ottoman Empire
came to Batumi to buy land. Especially many came from Istanbul and
Trabzon, there were those who owned real and movable property in
Istanbul and Trabzon and wanted to buy land here as well. Among the
newcomers were Armenians and Greeks, although the government
made things more difficult for them compared to the Ottomans. A large
number of Laz and other people of Kartvelian descent came to Batumi
(that’s what Willian says). They also want to buy land and even man-
age to do so.

Guides are free to talk to tourists about the pros of investing in
Batumi, they also can point out that investing in Batumi is not new, in
the distant past many foreigners were interested in settling in Batumi,

Villien also mentions the foreign representation in Batumi, he
mentions the Russian consul Judich, who built a beautiful house in
Batumi. It was with this consul that the missionaries from Russia, or
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individuals, met. This house was always monitored by the Ottoman
authorities and the people who came out of there were “under sur-
veillance”. There was also the house of the British consul in Batumi,
whose frequent guests this time were representatives of the Ottoman
authorities. Willien notes that maritime navigation has been revived in
Batumi. The port of Batumi, which is one of the most convenient plac-
es on the Black Sea coast, often includes ships of foreign states. As
the locals say, many ships came from England, Italy, France. Willien
does not provide more information. He mentions that he was in Batu-
mi for two weeks (15 days after his story he was in Batumi) and then
traveled by ship to Russia and talks about this trip and the situation in
the Russian cities.

Director of the Rothschild plant - Frenchman Gion

It was mentioned above that after the return of Adjara to its
motherland (1878) the Batumi district was created, which became
a direct part of the Russian Empire. Two decades after the unifi-
cation, Batumi has become a large port and a major export point.
Rothschild, Mantashev, Nobel and other monopolistic associa-
tions were firmly established in the city. At that time, technically
well-equipped enterprises were under their control, which mainly
determined the commercial profile of Batumi district.

It is extremely interesting that the role of the French along with
others is especially noteworthy in the public and political life of Batumi.
Archival materials interestingly present their activity in different parts
of public life in Batumi in the first twenty years of the twentieth century,
this is what we will talk about below.
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Notable among them is the Rothschild plant. The director of the
factory, French Gion, hired only Georgians. He stated: “Georgians are
conscientious workers and always do the job entrusted to them on
time.” That was why the workers at the Rothschild factory were Geor-
gians. Gion for some reason did not show mercy to the Russians. He
said: “The Russians are distinguished by a superficial attitude to the
work.” Because of this, the French Gion was disliked by the leader-
ship of the Batumi district. During the meetings with the military gov-
ernor of Batumi district, Russian officials used to attack Georgians
and called them robbers and rioters. They demanded a reduction in
the number of Georgian workers in factories, instructing directors to
reduce Georgians and hiring only Russians instead. Gion opposed
such a chauvinist action of the government and criticized it. He said
that the officials did not know the Georgians and that is why they are
trying to discredit them. He noted that Georgians are doing their job in
good faith and that the Rothschild plant is gaining a leading position
in the world market, which is also the merit of Georgians. Infuriated
by this, the leadership of the Batumi district attacked Gion, calling him
an agent of the Georgians and harassing him with the crown prince
of the Caucasus, who was asked to do everything possible to “get rid
of this Frenchman.” On April 16, 1901, at a meeting with the military
governor of the Batumi district, Gion and Mordyukov, the governor’s
assistant, confronted each other. Gion called Mordyukov a misanthro-
pist, while Mordyukov said: “the Batumi district is directly part of the
Russian Empire and we will not take into account the views of foreign-
ers.” Maybe this is also the reason why the social-democratic union
was strengthened in the Rothschild factory. All the strikes that took
place at the Rothschild factory ended in victory for the workers. The
factory director, Gion, met all the basic requirements of the workers.
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This is what loseb Jughashvili, who arrived in Batumi at the end
of November 1901, wrote to his party members in Tbilisi. The letter
is dated January 22, 1902: “The director of the Rothschild factory,
Frenchman Gion, is a really humane man. He is distinguished by his
sympathy for Georgians. That is why the majority of workers here
are Georgians... We formed social-democratic circles in the factory,
uniting our pro-workers. The director of the factory is calm about the
strikes organized by us and always meets the basic requirements.”

French Guimarsh and the 1905-1907 Revolution

Political parties became more active during the 1905-1907 revo-
lution. The Social Democrats and the Social-Federalists stood out in
particular. They often confronted each other. Political discussions were
held between them. It is very interesting that a French — Guimarsh,
who was a member of the Batumi Social-Federalist Party was fluent
in both Georgian and Russian. On August 24, 1905, a secret discus-
sion was held in one of the houses on Marini Avenue (present-day
Memed Abashidze Avenue) in Batumi, with the participation of the So-
cial Democrats and the Social Federalists. The Frenchman Guimarsh
was actively involved in the discussion. He called on the parties to
work on the national aspect and to hold rallies where national issues
were raised. It is true that the people did not agree with these views
of the French, but the fact that the French were putting up national
demands was welcome. Guimarsh was killed on November 30, 1905,
during a barricade battle in Batumi. Here is what Davit Meskhishvili, a
member of the Social-Perestrian Party, wrote about him on December
10, 1905: “Very bad news happened, during the battles (meaning No-
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vember 30, 1905) our friend Alex Guimarsh was killed. He was always
principled, loved Georgia and fought for its goodness. For us, he will
be an example in the fight for a happy future.”

French Refler and the Catholic Movement in Batumi

Another very important and noteworthy event is connected with the
name of the French in Batumi. This applies to the Catholic movement
here in 1908-1916. Many Catholics lived in Batumi at the beginning
of the 20th century. Only the most beautiful Catholic church is worth
mentioning. The military governor of Batumi district and his staff tried
their best to prevent the Catholic movement. French citizens living in
Batumi, who worship in the Catholicosate of Batumi according to the
Catholic rite, were often involved in political denunciation . One of the
most active is a French Catholic named Refler, who lives on Sme-
kalov Street. He often meets Georgian Catholics and talks to them.
A letter to the governor on February 15, 1910, referred to a meeting
held on Smekalov Street, at the Refler House, attended by Catholics
from Thilisi and Kutaisi. During the meeting, they talked about Geor-
gia’s past, the negative influence of the Russian Empire, etc. And a
letter addressed to the same governor on March 4, 1910, stated that
the meetings of Catholics at the French Refler’s apartment were of a
systematic nature. Their goal is to intensify the Catholic life in Batumi.
They also want to turn Batumi into one of the main centers of the Cath-
olic movement. They justify this by saying that one of the strongest
Catholic churches operates here.

On the instructions of the Military Governor of Batumi District, a
group was set up and instructed to draw up a special action program.
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The program included a number of measures that would hinder the
Catholic movement.

In addition to gathering at the place of French Lefler, Catholics often
posted up anti-state proclamations exposing the chauvinist aims and
actions of Tsarist Russia to disrupt the Catholic movement in Batumi.
One such proclamation was seen by police on Lori-Melikov Street in
February 1911. On this proclamation, the military governor instructed
Police Chief Rozhanov to investigate who was behind it. In a reply
letter dated 25 February 1911, Rozhanov informed the governor of the
following: “We would like to inform you that the authors of the procla-
mation posted on Lori Melikov Street might be Catholics from Batumi.
We are aware of the fact that they are led by a French citizen from
Batumi, Lefler, whose house on Smekalov Street has been turned into
a gathering place for Batumi Catholics. “We have also learned that
Lefler and other Catholics have relationship with the French consul in
Batumi, who seems to be asked to inform the French authorities about
how the Russian authorities are harassing the Catholics in Batumi. *

In May 1912, a church procession was held with the participation
of Georgian Catholics. They were led by Lefler and a specially arrived
Catholic priest, the Italian Giacomo. The participants of the procession
came to the Catholic Church. This fact infuriated the military governor
of Batumi district, although his further actions are not known from the
documents.

Since 1914, the arrival of foreigners in Batumi has been frequent.
For example, in November 1914, Maximilian Dela Cruz arrived in Ba-
tumi from Paris and was fascinated by the Batumi Catholic Church.
The guest was interested in the life of Catholics in Batumi district and
met with local Catholics Atanase Bagoshvili and Davit Giorgadze.
They told the guests that the local Russian administration was ob-
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structing the Catholics in every possible way, harassing them, so the
Catholic movement was not visible for this reason. The guest prom-
ised to inform the French public about it.

The French in Batumi in 1920

By the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk on March 3, 1918, the Batumi dis-
trict was handed over to the Ottomans and they remained here until
November 1918. Then the British entered the Batumi district. Like the
Ottomans, the British tried to separate the Batumi district from mother-
land Georgia and make it part of another state, but the powerful Geor-
gian national liberation movement did not allow the enemy to do so.

It should be noted that during the last occupation of the Batumi re-
gion by the British, namely in May 1920, the following representatives
of France visited Batumi: Jacques Rochto, Michel Bellon, Francois Lu-
pine and Jean-Marie Gamba. They were at the residence of General
Cook-Collis, the English Governor-General of the Batumi District, and
talked with him for a long time.

Also interesting is the opinion of Officer Jack Rochto about Batumi.
Rosto was in Batumi back in 1913 He says: “Batumi is a beautiful city.
Most of the residents are Georgians. They are very hospitable. Geor-
gians have a remarkable history, there are many wonderful church-
es-monasteries on their territory. Although Georgia has long been a
Russian colony, the Georgian people are freedom-loving, proud peo-
ple. Now (i.e. in 1920), Georgians are building an independent state
and | think they will even manage to do it... they deserve it... Batumi
has a beautiful port. English ships are doing the work there. Various
products are imported from Batumi, mainly wood, agricultural prod-
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ucts and others.” In mid-June 1920, negotiations began between the
British and the Georgian Army General Command over the transfer of
the Batumi district. It is noteworthy that the French — Jacques Rochto
and Michel Bellon took part in the negotiations. During the negotia-
tions, the British and the French agreed that if there was the consent
of the highest authorities, they would not object to the transfer of the
Batumi district to Georgia. During the meeting, Frenchman Jacques
Rochto noted: “Georgia has the first right to the Batumi district, be-
cause this side is historic Georgia.” It should also be noted that on
June 25, 1920, Demartel, the French representative in Georgia, gave
the following information to the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Georgia,
Evgeni Gegechkori: “France welcomed the transfer of Batumi district
to Georgia with great joy. The British will probably evacuate the dis-
trict in favor of Georgia in the near future and | hope this case will be
resolved in time. We have received a message from the Commander
of the French Mediterranean Fleet, Admiral Debon, who states that
the French soldiers who are in Batumi must leave the city immediately
and return. It will be implemented in the near future.” Evgeni Gegech-
kor thanked the French government for its assistance and expressed
hope for future close cooperation with France.

Thus, in conclusion, it can be said that Batumi should appear in
different directions on the relevant tourist routes and tourists and vis-
itors should be fully acquainted with the history of this city. This topic
is multifaceted and continuing to work on it will further increase the
interest in the city.

At the end we want to present an orientation route, which can
be interpreted by any travel company or guide and create inter-
esting routes according to the information given in our paper.
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Batumi city tour route orientation:

— Settlement of Tamar “Queen Tamar’s Fortress”

— Nobel Brothers Museum

— Sea gate

— Batumi passenger port

— Piazza Square

— Old Batumi

— Era Square

— Boulevard

— Batumi State University.

Route description:

Route type: semi-transport, on foot

Tour duration: 5 hours

Route difficulty; Easy

Length of the route: 5 km.

Historical sites: Coast (Porto Franco), British, Swedish, German
consulates, Geographical location “Portus Altus”, Places of Joseph
Barbarossa and Ambrosio Contarini (1470-1475), German Johann
Schiltberg (1420-1426);The first steam locomotive entered Batumi in
1883. Literary places of Essenin, Chekhov, Gorky, “Queen Tamar’s
Fortress”, Nobel Brothers Batumi, Boulevard-Reseller, Rayer, Dal-
phons, Places of Worship, Filming Locations: Repentance, Captains,
| Came, 12 Chairs, Feola, Swimmer, Roots, etc.

So we think the new routes and information given in the book will
help popularize our city and get tourists interested.
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