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Fig. 3. The conquest of Tiflis by Ozdemiroglu Osman Pasha

L5396 ME, MbAsErMEo  bgebsfigMol  dobos@emgdols  Jgale¥IEgdgEro

MbGHIGHOE 0935039 04m  s©fgMowo  dmzmgbgdol  mzomdbowggmo  (4mzgen
990mbgg30d0 3obgmols 3gxobs s MBTsems LsMEEEOL Fgbgg®ol 3506(3). sbgmo

14




©513360L  2odmEobol  LyRMAZIXL  OEMLEBHMIE0JdDY  SLbo  OLEMMOMWO
306900Ls, d9x30L FbEgdgdoly s 390MAMEGOOL LodMbOoLS S MOZLIBYMSZOL
Lobggdo 0derg3s, GMIWwgdol B39l  J399sbsdo  o3MEgwgdmwo  Bozdwermdol
096G MM0s. 50b0dbM RodBHL 08 39MoMmEOL oMo Lsbgomo fysermgdo,
396dm© dmbmdgbEvcmo, 30605@OHIo s bo@gMol bodwdndo sesbEwEmadL.

90605@MM5Dg ,»,3969m0L FgRoL segdusb®g II-0bs s MLdsgms BaMErol
9MUEHIBS os Bodsl JgbzgMs* JoOm3zgero dgxg d9dmbowos fomgwo g9l
30390 Lsdmbom, HMIgElss Hgwl bBgzom 9HMTsbgNDY 3909YdM0 sbodgE)-
M@0 3owms 543L, P9y 9Foemm 59438 999m3H o MmdOM3s60 baMEHygwo -
9do 896M0L 30O M BMEGdom, M93BHg 09)300 FoTYMdOWO, T80, STMBsZE)-
60 4500l J0 sbyMmsgl, 3gbBY 30 B6030sbo Bmyz0 53305 (L. 4). 930U Lo-
dmbob dbyogLos Jobo $Fse0Esb MmMo TbeEgderol — yz0mgero s Infiolgg@o Lo-
dmbo (L. 5).

L. 4. 35bgoob Agxg s¢rggdbabomyg IT

15



Fig. 4. Alexander Il King of Kakheti
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Fig. 5. Georgians — the king's bodyguards
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Fig. 7. a— Young Alexander Il (Copy of artist Gagarin); b — Princes Teimuraz and
Constantine (Fresco of St. George Church in Gelati)
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Fig. 5. fragments from miniatures of Georgian manuscripts
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Fig. 9. Headwears of Georgian warriors
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Fig. 10. Headwears of Thbilisi residents
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Irina Ugrekhelidze, Nona Kartsidze, Eliso Chubinidze

THE STUDY OF GEORGIAN HISTORICAL COSTUMES BASED
ON THE 16 TH-CENTURY OTTOMAN MATERIAL SOURCES

The article aims at over-viewing foreign and especially Turkish (Ottoman) written sources to study
historic Georgian costume. The article presents Georgian clothes and headwear depicted at the
example of miniatures in the manuscript of the historical work "Shejaatname" by Asaf Dal-Mehmed
Chelebi which dates back to 1586. There are interesting parallels between clothes illustrated in
Georgian written source and monumental and miniature painting. Finally, the probable existence of
interesting materials in Turkish miniature painting is supposed to contribute to a future research on
historic costumes.

Historical costume represents one of the most significant monuments of spiritual and
artistic heritage of the nation of Georgia. It’s the fundamental part of Georgian traditional
clothing introduced today, which got a new image in the mid 18" century as a result of long-
term evolution of the historical costume.

In order to study the history of Georgian Costume, it’s expedient to get aware of its
evolutionary process, the dynamics of its development, which shall undoubtedly be based
on various sources. In this respect, the role of foreign written sources composed of real
textual and visual information regarding the clothes from the past seems to be of great
importance.

Nowadays, European and Russian sources containing this kind of information are
thoroughly studied, especially, records and fundamental papers of the famous travelers,
missionaries, ambassadors and scholars - Giosafat Barbaro, Arcangelo Lamberti, Don
Cristoforo de Castelli, Alexei Yevlev, Nikifor Tolochanov, Jean Chardin, Joseph Pitton de
Tournefort, Johann Anton Giildenstddt and others. Unfortunately, Turkish sources
encompassing information about the historical costume isn’t familiar to the Georgian
scientific sources.

The miniatures of the book of Valor “Sheja’atname by Asafi Dal Mehmed Celebi that
date back to 1586, seem to be of great interest [1]. The manuscript is currently preserved at
Istanbul University, while a copy is in Topkapi Palace [2].

The author of the work, Asafi Dal Mehmed Celebi was the historian of the Ottoman
Empire and the personal secretary of the great Ottoman commander Osman Pasha. He
himself was an eyewitness to the battles and made daily recordings. His extensive work
"Sheja’atname" - a poem concerning the history of the Iran-Ottoman War of 1578-85, is
considered one of the historical sources describing this war and occupies an important place
not only in historiography but also from the joint of Geography, Biography, Folklore, Art
(miniature art), Strategy, Politics and Sociology’s perspective. Thus, the source contains a
lot of interesting material for researchers from different fields [3].

The original version of the work is decorated with 88 miniatures. The dignity of the
manuscript is that separate indispensable elements of the story are conveyed in pictorial
miniature. Unfortunately, we do not know exactly the identity of the author (or authors) of
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the miniatures. According to the Turkish publisher Mehmet Arif, the manuscripts of
“Sheja’atname” are works of Ottoman miniature art, but at the same time an Iranian artist
working in the Ottoman court had also taken part in the illustration process.

The Iran Ottoman war of 1578-85 was waged to gain influence in the Caucasus. At that
period of time Georgia was divided into counties and split between two huge superpowers.
The war resulted in redistribution of the territories of our country and the very dichotomy is
well reflected not only in the content of the book but also in the miniatures.

From this angle, we are mainly interested in the clothing and combat harness of
Georgian historical figures and warriors inter alia, with: "Alexander Il of Kakheti in the
presence of Osman Pasha — Lala Mustafa Pasha (the autumn of 1578)"; "The men of
Erzurum attacked by Simon I of Kartli" and "The conquest of Tiflis by Ozdemiroglu Osman
Pasha in the late sixteenth century".

The miniature - Alexander 1l of Kakheti in the presence of Osman Pasha — Lala Mustafa
Pasha (the autumn of 1578). The Georgian king is wearing a long red robe with overlapping
asymmetrical front panels. He has a golden belt tightly fitted around his waist that has narrow
dark stripes. He has an oriental headgear decorated with fur and high boots on. The king’s
attire is similar to yellow and coral-colored garments worn by two out of his six bodyguards.

In the miniature with a battle scene - "The men of Erzurum attacked by Simon | of
Kartli". King Simon I of Kartli is depicted in the upper right corner of the picture. His clothes
also have overlapped panels, but can be differentiated from the garment Alexander Il wore,
since its measurements are different as well as its sleeve length, which in its part ensures
freedom on horseback and unrestricted movement during battle. A short-sleeved, short upper
dress is also worn by a Georgian warrior on a white horse.

Overlapped panels of clothing have been peculiar to Georgian monumental and
miniature art since the 13" century. It’s ubiquitous on the portraits of donors which prove
the fact that it was widely spread in Georgia. It is particularly typical of monuments of the
15-16 centuries. For instance, this kind of garments are worn by Akhaltsikhe donors
portrayed on the murals of Zarzma Cathedral of the 15" century, the Charelisdzes - XVI
century Sori church; on the fresco, Teimuraz Batonishvili, son of Bagrat 11, in St. George's
Church XVI ¢, Gelati; other famous, or lesser-known historical figures from the "folk"
painting of the late Middle Ages (paintings of Mghvimevi Monastery, Sepieti Church, Chala
Church, Elia Church) [4]. From the miniature painting, it is worth mentioning the clothes of
the characters of the " The Knight in the Panther's Skin" of the XVI-XVII centuries —
especially from the manuscripts of Avalishvili and Tavakarashvili.

The garment worn by King Alexander Il depicted in the Ottoman miniature is identical
to the clothing of the young Alexander, which the artist G. Gagarin had painted from an
unknown fresco [5] (presumably from the fresco of Old Shuamta Monastery).

Georgian headwear from Ottoman miniatures that seems to be outstanding must be
given prominence too. The headgear is an element of clothing that identifies the people of
different nationalities from each other. The miniatures of “Sheja’atname” preserve precisely
these distinctive features and by means of headdress we can easily single out Ottomans,
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Persians, Georgians and North Caucasians. In addition, head scarves varied according to
their rank and privilege. The hats of Kings Alexander Il and Simon I, with a slight difference,
are similar to each other and correspond to the headwear peculiar to XVI-XVII centuries
described by Niko Alexi-Meskhishvili: "turn up with fur trimming...the upper part of the
hat and the dress of the same color and fabric in Kirghiz-Nogai way ““ [6]. The upper part
of the hat worn by Simon | has the same color as the fabric of the garment.

In all three miniatures, the headgear of safeguards and warriors has a conical, pointed
shape, which exactly corresponds to Vakhushti's description: “The king’s council and
household were distinguished according to the way they dressed . They wore a type of
peculiar hats, pointed headgear with its bottom part reaching the shoulders” [7]. Despite the
confirmation of Vakhushti Batonishvili, the image of such kind of headscarf has not
survived in Georgian monumental and miniature painting. Thus, the miniatures of
Sheja’atname provide priceless source for determining the shape of such kind of headscarf.

It’s clear that the miniatures of Asafi Dal Mehmed Celebi’s historical work
“Sheja’atname” entail interesting materials for the study of Georgian historical clothes, since
they are contemporaneous with real historical figures and, therefore, can be considered
reliable source. Presumably, there are many more similarly interesting materials in Ottoman
miniature painting and it would be advisable if further exploratory work takes place.
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Fig. 14. Engraving from Arcangelo Lamberti's book ""Colchide sacra"
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Fig. 18. The clothes of kings and princes: a — King Bagrat of Imereti; b — Rostom Khan, King
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Fig. 21. Types of dress fasteners so called “chaphrasti”
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Fig. 22. Clothing of historical figures in fresco painting
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Fig. 22. Comparison of Castelli’s men's dresses with Georgian fine arts materials
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Fig. 24. Garments of royal persons from the Deed of Davit-Gareji desert
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Fig. 25. Comparison of Castelli’s dress and Tavaqarashvili’s clothing
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Fig. 26. Castelli’s and Tavakarashvili’s worriors with military attire
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Fig. 27. A variety of women's costumes from Castell
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Fig. 28. Women's clothing complexes: a, b — from Georgian monumental painting;

¢ - from miniature painting
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Fig. 29. Types of dresses with laces from the Castell's album
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Fig. 31. A variety of outerwear from Castell's album
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Fig. 33. Variety of Georgian women’s headgear from Castell's album
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Fig. 34. Mariyam Dadiani
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Fig. 35. Oriental queens in European fine sources: a — the sultan's favorite; b — the most
beautiful woman of the Ottoman Empire; ¢ — the daughter of the Sultan; d — the daughter
of the Sultan; e — Ukrainian queen of the Ottoman Empire; f — Queen Ketevan (,,Katharina
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Fig. 36. Berain, J. Médée — Costume de théitre pour I'opéra "Thésée".
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GEORGIANS AND THEIR MANNER OF DRESS IN THE
RESOURCES OF XV-XVII CENTURY ITALIAN AUTHORS

Abstract: The article contains valuable information about the Georgian people
gathered from the works of Italian authors (travelers, ambassadors, missionaries) of
the XV-XVII centuries. The aim of the research is to emphasize the significance of
cultural realities seen and described through the eyes of foreigners - against the
background of the scarcity of this kind of materials in Georgian resources of that time.

The main focus was on the description of life standards, characteristic features,
clothes, appearance and illustrative engravings. It is concluded that foreign references
of the XV-XVII centuries helps to recognize Georgia’s historical importance and
cultural identity of the nation.

Key words: Travelers, engraving, Georgian clothing, Italian sources, Georgia,
manuscript.

Introduction

Located at the crossroads of Asia and Europe, as the successor of ancient Colchis
and a small country, which persistently defended Christianity in the surrounding
Muslim world, Georgia has always been an object of interest for foreign travelers. Due
to the travelers’ records Georgia attracted the attention of the European Community
and ongoing events were consecutively reflected in the press and various publications.
In the XV-XIX centuries, Georgia drew a great deal of interest from the diplomatic
authorities of the Vatican Curia and Venice. Thanks to the very reports and memoirs
provided by the missionaries and ambassadors we have access to the most valuable
information that can be scarcely found in Georgian resources. The data concerns
various nuances, morals and customs, daily lifestyle of the Georgian people as well as
their characteristic features, appearance and manner of dress. It’s of great significance
to take all those important facts seen from the outside through the eyes of a foreigner,
but it’s noteworthy that mostly religious, ethnic or political bias and partial attitudes
had a tendency to give a wrong and distorted picture. Therefore, some foreign travelers
admired the Georgian people (thankfully the majority of them) but others seemed to be
critical of
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them. Nevertheless, daily life images, perceived and described through the eyes of
foreigners, still remain fascinating for the general public.

The manuscript resource — “Livre des merveilles” by the Venetian traveler and
merchant Marco Polo (1254 - 1324) contains some information about the Georgians and
illustrative materials. The manuscript is included in an extensive collection dating back to
1410-1412, which combines the stories of the first European travelers to distant China and
other Asian countries (works by a total of seven authors).

Marco Polo, who travelled via the ancient trade route, the silk road through Georgia to
reach China, along with the description of the mountains regions of Georgia and its capital,
the author also writes about the Georgians as follows: “The people are very handsome,
capital archers, and most valiant soldiers. They are Christians of the Greek Rite, and have a
fashion of wearing their hair cropped, like Churchmen”. Marco Polo also emphasizes the
tradition of making valuable gold silk fabric material in Georgia: “Silk is produced in great
abundance. They also weave cloths of gold, and all kinds of very fine silk stuffs” [1, p. 31-
32].

One of the miniatures of the manuscript depicts King David-Ulu hunting (fol. 8r) [2, p.
19]. There is a hawk or falcon on the King’s shoulder which is trained for falconry (figure -
1). The miniature is made by the Master of the Mazarine. Mazarine couldn’t have been an
eyewitness and could not have had any instructions from the author about the appearance
and clothes of the Georgian king. Therefore, his clothes are of European style and do not
look like the hunting clothing, so called “kabarcha” that the Georgian kings and nobles used
to wear [3, p. 34].

The miniature is valuable as it is the first painting made in Europe. However, it isn’t
entirely authentic, with the image of a Georgian historical figure — David VIl i.e. David Ulu
king of Georgia.

Chronologically the following source is by the Venetian merchant, Josaphat Barbaro
(1413 — 1495), who was a diplomat and a statesman as well. Within 1436-79 he lived and
travelled in various countries. He described his long journeys and wrote a book “Travels of
Josaphat Barbaro, Ambassador from Venice to Tanna, in 1436” based on his experiences. It
contains political-economic and ethnographic information about the morals and ethics of
different countries, including Georgia and the Georgians: “The people are very handsome
and well made, but they have the most horrid manners, and the worst customs of any people
I ever met with. Their heads are shaved, except a few hairs all around, like our rich abbots;
and they wear whiskers, six inches long. On their heads they wear a cap of various colours,
with a feather on the top. Their bodies are covered by a strait-bodied jacket, having tolerably
long skirts, which are cloven behind, quite up to their loins, as otherwise they could not
conveniently sit on horseback; but I do not blame them for this fashion, as the French wear
the same kind of dress. On their feet and ankles they wear boots, but the soles are so strangely
made, that when a man walks, his heels and toes only touch the ground, while the middle of
the foot is raised up so high, that one may thrust the fist through below; and thence they walk
with great difficulty” [4, p. 45].
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Within 1473-1477 Ambrogio Conrarini (1429 — 1499), a Venetian diplomat
tralelled twice through Georgia. He was the ambassador of Venice to Persia to Uzun
Hassan’s court. Contarini wrote about his travels and diplomatic missions in his work
“Viaggio al signor Usun Hassan re di Persia”, in which he described Georgia as well.
The author gives brief information about the cities of Batumi, Poti (Faso), Kutaisi, Gori
and Thilisi. In general, he refers to the lifestyle and customs of the population, for
example, he says that the Megrelians "sell thickish canvas fabric and wax." It should
be noted that due to the hardships, illness, robbery (both by the kings and the robbers)
and the many sufferings that befell him during both travels, the author was not utterly
fascinated by his travels in Georgia, therefore, his story is characterized by the
tendency.

He refers to Georgians as foolish, capricious, less hard-working people. It is true
that he repeatedly acknowledges the outward appearance of charismatic Georgian men,
but he also talks about the strangeness of their behavior and even regards Georgian
clothes as eccentric [5, p. 50].

In the beginning of 1539, the Venetian ambassador Michele Membre (1509 - 1594)
traveled to Georgia, in particular to Samegrelo, Imereti and Kartli, and was sent by the
Venetian authorities to Persia to Shahtamaz’s court. He described his travels in his book
“Mission to the Lord Sophy of Persia (1539-1542)“. In the report, Membre covers the
trade relations between the Ottomans and Georgia and describes the way the Megrelian
peasants and the nobles dress: “The Mingrelians go very poorly dressed, all with short
cotton clothes and unshod, which we value for nothing. But it is quite true that all their
feet look as if they were scabby. They wear on their heads a piece of felt like a mitre;
they are all very small. To the north are many high mountains. The Mingrelian
gentlemen wear very long clothes and a pair of boots of sheepskin leather, not having
a leather sole but all of that sheepskin; also coloured felt on the head; and they are
unbearded, with long moustaches such as the Iberians [eastern Georgians] have...”

Membre describes the outward appearance and attire of the nobilities in the
following way: “And they wear clothes, that is very long stockings of cotton cloth, of
very coarse cotton, and cloth breeches, with, over the stockings, boots of sheepskin
leather, and a quilted shirt of coarse cotton cloth, and a very long dolman of cotton
cloth; and on the head a felt hat with a very long fine top. Which felts are coloured.
Their arms are swords, lances, shield, bow and arrows, iron mace, mail coat, cuirassine,
half helmet, plate gauntlets, good horses with good silk covers such that an arrow
cannot go through them” [6, p. 109; 7, p. 255].

The books by the Italian artist, engraver and publisher Cesare Vecellio (1521-
1601) with engravings of costumes of the world population mustn’t be omitted. The
author had been updating, diversifying and re-publishing his works over the years. The
1590 edition “Habiti antichi et moderni di tutto il mondo” includes 419 engravings (on
wood), of the costumes of the people from different countries all over the world. It also
includes a commentary with a more or less complete description of the items of clothing
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and headwear. 2 pages in the book are dedicated to Georgian costumes [8, p. 453]. One of
them describes Georgian clothes and a headscarf, the other presents an engraving with the
image of a Georgian man (figure - 2).

The book seems to have aroused public interest, as evidenced by its multiple editions
in 1598, 1625, 1859-60, not only in Italian but also in other languages.

General information about Georgian costumes can be found in the Georgian-European
diplomatic materials of the XVI-XVII centuries. Especially, a rather extensive document
sent by Marco Antonio Abanio to Cardinal Santa Severina in Rome contains information
about Georgia.

The above mentioned facts were obtained thanks to the ambassador of the King of
Kartli- Simon | the great, named Alexander. Apart from the description of geographical
location, natural conditions and cities of Georgia, it involves some information concerning
their way of dressing. "The population is suffering from extreme weather, which is caused
by heavy snow that covers the above-mentioned mountains but they enjoy wearing the
clothes made of animal skins and bombazine cloth as well. Georgian women wear a variety
of fabrics richly decorated with goldthread and silk. They are b

cautiful and they are brave spirits” ". The author also emphasizes the abundance of silk
in Georgia [9, p. 191].

An engraving with a portrait of King Simon | of Kartli dates back to the same period
(figure - 3). The engraving “Simeon prencipe de Giorgiani” has the author's last name -
Giovanni Orlandi and the place of its origin - Rome [10]. This makes it possible to give the
graving an approximate age. The author of the portrait, Italian engraver and publisher
Giovanni Orlando lived in Rome until 1590 and then in Nepal within 1590-1640 .Thus, we
can conclude that the graving had been created by 1950 [11].

Italian traveler, historian and diplomat Pietro Della Valle provided very interesting
information about Georgia and Georgian people. He had never had a chance of visiting
Georgia by himself. He just got acquainted with some Georgians while he was staying in
Iran and the relationships had a special impression on Pietro. He was so fascinated by their
strong character, chivalrous spirit and beauty of Georgian women that he immediately got
interested to familiarize himself with the history of Georgia as well as its political situation.

Della Valle wrote about Georgia and Georgian people in regular letters to Naples and
in a report to the Pope “Informazione della Giorgia data alla Papa Urbano VIII I'anno 1627”
, as well as in his works — “Account of Shah Abbas” (1628) and “The Adventures of Signora
Maria Tinatin Ziba, the second wife of Della Valle” (which tells the story of his wife, a
Georgian girl — Mariam Tinatin de Ziba (Mariuccia). It describes the history-geography of
Georgian kingdoms and principalities, customs, pictures of life and current political and
economic situation. The letters tell the story of King Luarsab, the tragedy of the sons of King
Teimuraz . Della Valle expressed her deepest sympathy for Queen Catherine, who had been
at the Shah's court for a long time after her martyrdom, he got the Theatine fathers to sent
the Queen's sacred parts as relics to Rome which he kept to himself.
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The author always found words of praise for Georgians: “I consider Georgians one
of the most beautiful nations in the world”. They are truly shrewd , sharp-minded,
considerate, polite, gentle,decorous, warm-hearted, but proud, arrogant, ruthless and
unpardoning at the same time”.

Valle precisely perceived the psychological type of a Georgian. He writes the
following: Georgians are brave, but less unanimous in an action; they tend to carry out
hostile acts and spread hatred among people to kill each other. Generally, they are calm,
obedient, kind-hearted, and simple in relationship; “They are not stubborn, liars, two-
faced during the negotiations and every good deed can be resolved with them” [12, pp.
29-64].

During the same period, another Italian missionary, Francisco-Maria Maggio, was
the first to lay the foundation for the scientific study of the Georgian language.
Throughout his eight-year missionary service in Georgia, he thoroughly studied the
Georgian language and after returning to his homeland, he published a solid research
on “Grammar book” [13, pp.92-95]. This was an important publication by which
European Kartvelologists (Kartvelian studies) received information about the Georgian
language until the 19th century.

The Georgian public is also aware of the works of the Italian missionary, Theatine
father with the holy order Arcangelo Lamberti 1630-1649 and his contributions in
Georgia, especially in the principality of Odisha. As he returned to his homeland —
Naples in 1653, he published the book “Relatione della Colchide hoggi detta
Mengrella, nella quale si tratta dell'origine, costumi, e cose naturali di quei paesi®. This
edition is, in fact, the first extensive work about Georgia. The book provides a
comprehensive overview of the political and socio-economic situation, life and culture,
local customs and natural resources of the Odisha county and Georgia in general. The
whole chapter is dedicated to Georgian attire. He describes people of different rank and
clearly illustrates their clothing, headwear and footwear. His description clearly
demonstrates extreme hardship of the poor and privileged condition of superior
nobilities towards their inferiors. In addition to everyday attire, the author also describes
festive attire- with luxurious fabrics (velvet, brocade) with the lining of zibeline and
embellished with gold and pearl buttons. He remarks that they have several these kinds
of clothes of different fabrics designed for special occasions. Lamberti's attention is not
limited to other types of attire, be it the noble ladies 'equestrian clothing, the warriors'
harness, or the robes of the clergy. The author describes these types of clothes in detail
and gives high marks [14, pp. 26-45, 74, 119].

Later, in 1657, Lamberti published a second book — “Colchide sacra”, which is
little known to Georgian readers. It tells the whole story of the Theatine mission sent to
Georgia by the Pope Curia in 1631-1649.

The work of the Italian missionary, theatine father with the holy order, Cristoforo
de Castelli, the same as Teramo Castelli (1597-1659), is very important for the study
of Georgian lifestyle of the 17th century. The materials (sketches compiled into seven
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skeletal albums, visual documents, official reports, etc.,) collected by this versatile teacher,
which are scattered in Italian libraries and archives, are truly invaluable and provides
inexhaustible source to describe any aspect of current Georgian realities. Therefore, we will
only touch on it here in general. Castel has not neglected peculiarity of any part of Georgia.
In his work he pays equal attention to the portrait images of kings and a completely lower
stratum (figure - 4), the characteristic environment of their existence and activities (feasting,
baptism, mourning, burial, agricultural activities, sports competitions, hunting, etc.) designs
of buildings, descriptions of clothing and jewelry, scenes of missionary activity, fantastic
stories - all seen with his own eyes and things that he experienced himself. Interestingly,
when creating portrait sketches, the author is able to fully convey the appearance and
character of a person, to describe his features and characterize the clothes. Moreover, he
clearly depicts his attitude towards the individuals.

According to what has already been mentioned above, we can conclude that
Christopher Castelli, an erudite chronicler, - with his knowledge-education and practical
work has contributed greatly to the Georgian historical science [15, p. 458; 16, pp. 29-72;
17, pp. 49-60].

Interesting information about Georgians is contained in a report on a mission in Georgia
(Dionigio Carli da Piacenza Il Moro, 1687, Bassano) by the Italian Catholic Missioner
Dionigi Carli da Piacenza. It is valuable source concerning the living standards of Kartli-
Kakheti in the 1980s and different aspects of public life. He meticulously described their
manner to dress, wedding, mourning, horse riding, “Kabakhi” (old Georgian equestrian
game), tennis, etc. The missionary describes in detail the ceremony of putting on a robe
presented by the khan. The way to dress had its own rite and the king had to disrobe in front
of people gathered on the square to witness how he put on new item of clothing gifted by
the Shah. These and other similar descriptions are indicative of the author's in-depth
observation skills [18, pp.160-176].

Conclusion

Undoubtedly, in the XV-XVII centuries the Italians showed little interest in Georgia.
Particularly active are the periods when the Venetian government forged to establish
diplomatic relations with the countries of the East, while the Pope's Curia intensively sent
missionaries of various orders to Georgia to propagate Catholicism. Their interest today,
even after so long, really gains high topicality. Not only because it livens real pictures of the
lifestyle, character and appearance of Georgians of the XVV-XVII centuries seen through the
eyes of Europeans, but also it allows to regard Georgia as a Christian country that retains
the cultural identity of the nation.
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Irina Ugrekhelidze

GEORGIAN MEN’S DRESS OF XVII CENTURY
(ACCORDING TO A COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF THE
PAINTINGS OF THE ITALIAN MISSIONARY CRISTOFORO DE
CASTELLI AND GEORGIAN FINE ARTS’ SOURCES)

Annotation: The article raises the issue of the importance of the work of Cristoforo de
Castelli, an Italian missionary, Patrice of the Order of Theatine, in the study of Georgian
historical costume. The sketches made by the author during his work in Georgia are
analyzed, according to which it is possible to identify the types of clothes. According to the
drawings, the clothes of different strata of the population are compared with the clothes of
historical figures depicted in the monumental paintings of Georgian monuments of the same
period and the clothes of the characters depicted in the illustrations of literary works. It
emphasizes the identity of the costume depicted in Castelli's paintings and the miniatures of
Georgian artist Mamuka Tavakarashvili and the similarity of some of the paintings. Finally,
it is concluded that the visual material created over the years by Castelli as an eyewitness
is still relevant today.

Key words: Cristoforo De Castelli; Historical costume; Missionary; Miniatures of
Tavakarashvili; 17th Century clothing; Georgia; album de Castelli.

Introduction

Traditional Georgian costume is one of the most important monuments of the spiritual
and artistic heritage of the Georgian nation. In its modern form it was formed in the middle
of the XVIII century, as a result of the long evolution of the historical costume.

The process of evolution of the Georgian historical costume, unfortunately, is less
studied, due to the fact that we do not actually have samples of costumes earlier than the
XVIII century. Due to the weak durability of the fabric, the material is completely destroyed.
In the absence of material monuments, it is very important to study the informative and fine
materials contained in the descriptions of European travelers and the records or official
reports of foreigners on various missions (for diplomatic, religious, nature and geographical
research).

From foreign sources, the report and album of the Italian missionary Cristoforo de
Castelli, also known as Teramo Castelli (1597-1659), Patrice of the Order of the Theatines
sent from the sacred Congragation for the Propagation of the Faith (Latin: Sacra Congregatio
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de Propaganda Fide), is extremely important for the study of Georgian national dress of the
17th century. He not only described the years of his work in Georgia (1628-1652, according
to some sources 1831-1854) in letters and reports, but also for centuries captured in pictures
and sketches. The materials collected by the author as an eyewitness and the sketches
performed locally comprise seven thick albums and are preserved in the Palermo Communal
Library. And the official letters, report cards, and sketches (visual documents of the
mission's work) that patre sent over the years as a report to Rome are scattered in the Italian
archives (Palermo, Naples, Florence, Rome).

To date, the work of Cristoforo de Castelli has been thoroughly analyzed by scholars
in various fields, but his records, drawings or portraits for the study of clothing have not yet
been fully explored, while de Castelli's work is an inexhaustible source in this direction.

Finding, analyzing and comparing the types and forms of Georgian costumes of the
17th century in the works of de Castelli is the aim of the present work. Accordingly, the
tasks of the research are: to get acquainted with the dressing of Georgians in De Castelli's
report and in the photo album; Analysis of garment shapes, grouping them according to
similar marks; Finding parallels in the Georgian reality.

It is clear that such an approach to the research issue - searching in foreign sources,
analysis, division into groups, will be novelty in the study of Georgian historical costume.

By further comparing the similarities between the foreign and Georgian materials found
and determining the similarities and differences, it will be possible to reveal a still unknown
shape or element of clothing and headgear, which will allow us to fully understand the
evolutionary process in the future

Materials and methods

In order to thoroughly investigate the subject of analysis, the following methods have
been applied- Historical descriptive method (for the analysis of illustrative materials)
Historical-comparative method (for identification of historical figures and comparison with
Georgian analogues); Method of artistic-stylistic analysis; e.g. The "traditional" method,
which is a synthesis of the researcher's intuition and positive knowledge of the subject; A
practical method based on the personal experience of the researcher; Synthesis method - to
formulate and report the results of the analysis.

Part of the research work, in particular the Ottoman of the XVI century [35, p. 304-
313] and a study of seventeenth-century French sources [36, p. 151-161] has already been
carried out and the present study is a continuation of a previously published article, thus the
research methodology is described in the paper “The Study of Georgian Historical Costumes
Based on the 16th century Ottoman Material Sources” [35, p. 306].

Literature Review

Don Christoforo de Castelli, It’s remarkable, well-educated man, a missionary from the
Holy Congregation of Propaganda Fides, has been selflessly helping the Georgian people
for almost 26 years and returned home completely ill (as he himself notes). That he sincerely
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fell in love with Georgia and parted with it with heartache is clear from his words that «la
Georgia fu venticinque anni sposa mia» (Georgia has been my beloved for twenty-five
years).

When the missionary returned to his homeland, he lost a significant part of his work
due to anxiety at sea, and later, already 58 years old, he intends to restore the lost images,
collect the scattered material and sort them thematically in chronological order. Indeed, in
1657-59 he wrote a summary report of a twenty-five-year mission — “Mission to Many Lands
of Unbelievers” but it’s unknown — if the author has fully restored the rudiments created
over the years.

The work of this dedicated missionary has been unjustly forgotten in his homeland for
more than 200 years, and only a handful of biographical information has been given about
his missionary work in Georgia [12, p. 686-744], [7, pp. 92-100], [2, p. 202]. It was not until
1875 that Gioacchino di Marzo, the chief librarian of the Palermo Municipal Library, noticed
several volumes of interesting drawings - about the mission in Georgia [18, p. 64]. Marzo
considered the paintings to be copies of the lost originals of the missionary Christopher de
Castelli, probably because Castelli later re-painted the images destroyed during the turmoil
of the sea.

In the 60s and 90s of the XX century, there was a marked increase in interest in
Castelli's work from lItalian science. His missionary work has been reviewed in various
publications by Italian scholars: C. Picone Chiodo [23, p. 267-277], A. Eszer [11, pp. 665-
668], Giles Robertson, George Henderson [26, p. 294], Carlos Alonso [1, p. 233-241].
Scholars have published in-depth studies of De Castelli's reports and drawings: Patrizia
Licini [16, p. 3.], [17, p. 169], Salvatore Pedone , Bernadette Majorana. But during the last
decade, unfortunately, the interest in de Castel's work and creativity has been less noticeable
in European scientific circles, and no significant research has been published.

The work of Don Cristoforo de Castelli was first known in Georgia through the works
and photographs of Mikheil Tamarashvili [31, pp. 644-651], [32, p.726] and more
thoroughly his report and album of paintings was published by the Georgian society through
the research and translation of the historian Bezhan Guiorgadze [25, p. 458]. From then on,
the interest in his work did not slow down. “Georgian literature and science will return to
Don Christopher de Castelli's aloum many times. It will become a source of many
remarkable works” — this is how Georgian publicist and public figure Akaki Bakradze
assessed the work of a missionary [30, p. 83-96]. Indeed, reports, up to a thousand images
and sketches from seven albums and mission reports, with accompanying comments, are
still of great interest as a documentary source of historical events and existence in the
country. Narrative and visual material reflecting the current historical events and life in the
country is of great interest to this day as a source of documentary significance. The
importance of the material is enhanced by the multilingual (often eleven-language)
explanatory captions that abound in each drawing. These comments are very informative for
the study of the current realities of the representatives of different strata of Georgia in the
17th century, including especially the dress. The author does not neglect any part of our
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country. His work presents with equal interest the portraits of the kings or the lower classes,
the characteristic environment of their existence and activities (wedding parties and rituals,
baptism, mourning, burial, agricultural activities, sports competitions, hunting, etc.),
samples of buildings, activity scenes, and etc. - everything seen with his own eyes and felt
by his heart. Castelli's pictures and sketches as an important source of illustration.

Involved in all kinds of publications - fundamental works, textbooks or popular science
literature. Many Georgian scholars have dedicated their research to the missionary's work in
Georgia, identifying famous or unknown people in his album, describing and identifying his
appearance. Among them is Sidamonidze's publication with a description of the appearance
of a famous historical figure [28, p. 84]; Historian Murman Papashvili's monograph
"Georgian-Roman Relations in VI-XX Centuries" - a study of Castelli's diplomatic, cultural-
educational, economic and religious activities [19, pp. 140-143]; Numerous publications
dedicated to Castelli's work: "Christopher Castelli and his mission in Georgia" [20, pp. 140-
143]; ,,One undated letter from Don Cristoforo de Castelli“ [21, 6]; "Analysis of One
Epicode From the Everday Life of Don Christoforo Castelli's in Georgia" [22, p. 69-78] and
others.

Undoubtedly interesting studies of Castelli's work have been conducted by Marieta
Chikhladze, which are reflected in the publications: ,,Cristoforo Castelli da Palermo alla
Georgia“ [3, p. 8]; ,,Cristoforo Castelli's narration: between the word and image [4, p. 6];
,,Once More About the Sketch by Cristoforo De Castelli” [5, p. 10]; ,,The Residences of
Catholic Missionaries in 17th Century Georgia According Visual and Textual Narratives by
Cristoforo De Castelli” [6, 29-73]. These publications are also not without interest: Zaza
Skhirtladze and Marietta Chikhladze — ,,Western European Artistic Style in the Christian
Orthodox Environment: Icons and Frescos Executed by Christeforo Castelli in Odishi and
Guria (Western Georgia) [29, pp 127-64]; Zaal Qortua —,,From the history of relationship
Odishi Principality with Europe. The great friend of Georgia - Don Christoforo De Castelli*
[Qortua, pp. 118-130].

In recent scientific publications, Castelli's work has been used as a source for the study
of Georgian dress in the seventeenth century. Interesting in this regard is the research
conducted by historian Jaba Samushia - the insignia of kings depicted in Castelli's album.
The author has studied and characterized the crowns of the kings of Imereti, and 4 of them
have been restored based on Castel drawings [27, p. 152-159].

Kvantidze, G. "Ethnographic Images from the History of Georgia in the XVII-XVIII
Centuries (Historical-Ethnographic Research)" is not without interest for the research topics.
In analyzing the embellishment of the garment, the author draws a parallel with Castelli's
sketch [15, p. 378].

Group of authors - N. Dolidze, M. Datuashvili, I. Ugrekhelidze etc. In the monograph
— “Research of Georgian national clothes according to written sources, museum exponants
and iconographic materials” [9, p. 236], the clothes of the XVII century are discussed
according to the attire of historical figures depicted in monumental paintings and de
Castelli's drawings, quotes from his records.
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In the work of the same authors - "lllustrated Reference Book of Georgian National
Clothing", a review of the development of historical clothing describes the dress sets of 17th
century clothing and their changes. Presented are some pictures and records of de Castelli
with a description of the attire. The importance of Castelli's paintings for the study of
Georgian historical costume is emphasized [10, p. 411].

The encyclopedic work by Giorgi Kalandia, Irine Saganelidze and Irakli Zambakhidze
— “Textile from Georgia” is also very noteworthy. The work presents the clothes and fabrics
of historical figures depicted in Georgian monumental painting. In-depth scientific analysis
is supported by quotations from the records and reports of foreign authors, including de
Castelli [13, p. 402].

No less interesting is g. Kalandia's "Fabric from Georgia (Georgian headscarf)", which
describes the history of the development of headscarves, characterizes their forms, draws
parallels with Castelian headscarves [14, p. 499].

From the recent publications about the Castilian clothes of Georgians notable are the
articles of Ir. Ugrekhelidze, N. Kartsidze and E. Chubinidze: "Traditional Georgian Clothing
from Foreign Sources"” [33, p. 272-275], which discusses Castelli's paintings with other
foreign sources and "Georgians and their Manner of Dress in the Resources of XV-XVII
Century Italian Authors", which provides general information on Castelli’s inheritance [34,
p. 118-124].

As we can see, despite the multifaceted study of the creative work of Don Cristoforo
de Castelli, there is one unresolved issue, namely - the publications do not try to find parallels
between Castellian and Georgian reality, it do not reflect the comparative analysis of the
costumes of historical figures or other persons presented in his paintings and the clothing
represented in Georgian fine art’s materials of the 17th century.

Results and Discussions

When analyzing Castells' work, we should not forget that he is a creator nurtured by
the ideas of Italian Renaissance painting, which is characterized by the use of antique
elements, so sometimes his sketches are made in antique style and the clothes are similar to
ancient Greeks’, especially when drawing freely (when sketches of antique figures are made
next to a completely authentic temple). Instead, the image of a particular person may be
somewhat stylized, but it completely conveys reality, especially when depicting historical
figures.

Most of the types of clothing identified as a result of Castel's study and analysis of
images are sought in the Georgian reality, especially in miniature paintings, while some, it
can be said, are completely different and cases of its use are not recorded in Georgian
sources.

The analysis of both men's and women's clothing clearly reveals the clothing
complexes, which consist of several layers, the pictures clearly show the composition of the
complexes: inner shirt, outer dress, cloak and headscarf. The cloak is always open and the
inner dress looks good.
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Observations on Castel's clothing revealed various types of men-worn dresses,
including:
o Dresses with central fastening;
o Khalat-like coat dresses;
e Tunic dresses with different hems: deep-cut neckline; With the waist extended to the
waist line; With a heart cut to the breast line.

Each of these types of clothing differs from each other in some parameters (silhouette,
length, completeness) and elements, these are:

o Silhouette - is found to fit the body, free, slightly extended down;

e Length of the garment - there are long, above knee-length, knee-length and hip-
length dresses;

o Length of the arm - long, up to the elbow;

e Collars - there are collarless, flattened collars of various shapes and also woolen
collars;

e Types of fasteners — hook fasteners called chaphrasti (it represented decorative
element for chest piece), clasp fasteners (ghilkiloebi) and buttons, hidden hook
buttons (gujasti), hook buttons (khrika).

De Castelli has often made portraits of privileged strata, especially kings and princes -
many sketches or portraits of kings and queens of Imereti, Kartli, Kakheti, Samegrelo, Guria,
Samtskhe. In these images we can find both ceremonial and everyday or military attire and
harness. The nobleman's garments are distinguished by precious fabric (silk, diba, fur),
abundant ornamentation, and details adorned with gold embroidery (collar, bracelet, and
lower edges). It is especially interesting that in one composition the author is able to fully
convey the appearance and character of a person, to describe his features and characterize
the clothes, as well as to show his attitude towards him. For example: in the portrait
inscriptions of King Alexander 11 of Imereti, Katel describes the king's attire and at the same
time does not hide his admiration for his appearance: The kings of Georgia are handsome
and slim, noticeably tall ... a golden hat, adorned with diamonds and pearls; Gold and
precious stones around the neck, fur-wrapped upper garments are also decorated with gold
flowers. Gold-plated red dress with large gold buttons. Golden sword and wand, Spanish-
set with blonde mustache, blue shirt under clothing made with gold threads. Red pants
(sheidish) inside, green shoes ... The kings of Georgia are almost giants.” Castelli's painting
does not show the colors of the king's robe, but as a result of such a detailed description it is
impossible not to remember the image of King Alexander 11l in the canopy of the western
narthex of the Gelati and his garments, which are only in the color of the robe and sheidish
(red in Castell's description, violet in the fresco) if different from the Castellian description.
The image is quite damaged over time, but we have preserved the artist Gr. Gagarini’s copy,
which clearly shows the sparkle and beauty of gold-plated garments of the king.

The kings’ and principals’ ceremonial garment also include a robe-shaped (tunic-
shaped) dress, the same royal bison, which is often found in Georgian monumental paintings.
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For example, in Castelli's picture, "The King of Imereti attends a Catholic liturgy in Kutaisi",
the king’s garment set, consisting of a long inner dress, a short bison and a long cloak, similar
to the painting of Levan King of Kakheti in Gremi temple.

Castelli’s royal and nobleman costume includes an inner dress and an outer bison, or
an inner dress and mantle-cloak and various headgear. We can find in both short and long
dress.

Castell depicts David, the son of King Teimuraz, in a different robe. His clothes remind
us of European at first glance, leaving the impression of a collar made of lace. Presumably
it is a flattened maniac collar with a rectangular-shaped neck opening decorated with a floral
ornament of gold. Its analogue has not yet been found in the sketches of foreigners and in
Georgian fine materials.

Kings' headscarves come in a variety of forms, from royal gold crowns to hats adorned
with pearls, gems and feathers (jigha) and turbans.

Many parallels are found in the monuments of Georgian monumental and miniature
painting of Castelli’s men's dresses with a central fastener, the skirts of which are trimmed
to the waistline with chafrast-like hook fasteners. Such dresses paints Castelli in a quite great
number. They are similar to the clothes of historical figures of that time, we distinguish from
them: the dress of King Alexander 111 of Imereti from the painting of Gelati temple; From
the painting of Svetitskhoveli the dress of Otia, the son of Queen Mariam; from miniature
paintings clothes of characters of M. Tavakarashvili’s “Knight in the Panther’s skin”; From
the samples of embossed icons - the dress of Levan Il Dadiani depicted on the icon of the
Mother of God of Martvili. These sources are dated to the period of Castelli's activity in
Georgia and the author often mentions the historical figures depicted here in his records.
Also during his mission in Samegrelo, Castelli faced coincidentally the period of the capture
of the artist and calligrapher, secretary Mamuka Tavakarashvili at the door of the principal
of Samegrelo and the painting of "Knight in the Panther’s skin" by the order of Levan Il
Dadiani. Therefore, it is not surprising that Castel and Tavakarashvili's clothes are similar,
although it is impossible to see this resemblance at first glance - because of the completely
different stylistic performance and drawing style. In fact, the costume or equipment depicted
by them is identical to each other, which can be perceived only through in-depth observation.

The same can be said of the dresses from Castell's drawings, which are tightly fastened
to the body with buttons and hook buttons up to the waist line, and the waist is fixed with a
tightly fastened belt. With analogue dresses, Tavakarashvili paints a lot of characters in his
miniatures, especially noticeable is that the posture, clothes and equipment of the crying
captive noble man depicted in Castelli’s painting and Tavakarashvili’s character of weeping
stranger knight are very similar to each other.

We should touch separately on a kind of military harness, in which Castelli depicts the
princes of Guria on horseback, Mamia Gurieli, and Tavakarashvili's miniatures, where Tariel
is depicted with a military harness, for example, "Defeat of Ramaz by Tariel”. Their
comparison, despite their completely different manner of performance, clearly shows
striking similarities. Both authors alike depict a chain helmet, protective armrests from the
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elbow to the wrist, and hand-held chain-protective gloves; The bottom edge of the dress
worn above the chain shirt is similar. We must assume that this is how the cavalry was
harnessed during the fighting, especially since a similar attire of the warriors can be found
in the miniatures of other Georgian manuscripts, in particular in the Psalms of the XVI and
XVII centuries copied in Western Georgia (Dzilikhani Psalm). Today, of course, it is
difficult to make a definite conclusion - which is the first source, but the fact is that one of
the authors, inspired by a picture of another artist, performed the drawing.

Conclusions

And this is not all, such examples can be given endlessly. The visuals presented in
Castelli's album, as sources of fine art created by an eyewitness over the years, have not lost
their relevance even at the modern stage. His paintings provide complete and important
information about the shape, silhouette, decoration and, in many cases, the texture of the
Georgian historical costume. This proves once again that that Christopher Castelli, as a
learned historian - with his practical work has done a great service to both Georgian
historical science and the history of Georgian dress.
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Fig. 45. Alexander Il (King of Kakheti) and Rostom Khan (King of Kartli)
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Fig. 49. , Tiflis Bazaar“ Illustration from the book of Charles Bélanger.
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Irina Ugrekhelidze, Nona Kartsidze, Eliso Chubinidze

XVII CENTURY FRENCH WRITTEN AND FINE SOURCES ON
GEORGIAN ATTIRE

Abstract: The article clearly emphasizes and raises the importance of French-language
sources of different epochs for the study of Georgian historical costume. French sources of
the 17th century being studied encompass works that describe the way of life Georgians led
and are accompanied by illustrative materials, in particular travel literature. The analysis
of the clothing presented on the engravings has already been carried out. It is concluded
that the fine material created by the eyewitness observer is valuable and visibly presents the
costume forms, silhouette and in some cases the decoration and texture as well.

Key words: French-language written sources, travelers, Georgian historical costume,
engravings, Georgians.

Foreign written sources of different epoch — travel literature, cartographic materials,
historical-geographical and ethnological research, etc., entails highly valuable materials
which has incalculable worth for the study of the issues concerning Georgian history,
cultural life and ethnology of Georgia. The authors of such resources were distinguished
with completely different aims and spheres of interest — travelers, missionaries,
ambassadors, businessmen or researchers. However, their written sources have a lot in
common in respect of the customs of exotic countries that aroused particular interest among
them. Thanks to these sources, the Western world got the sense that Georgia had its own
image and they formed certain knowledge about this country as well as its nation.
Researchers engaged in a number of scientific fields, including stakeholders interested in
Georgian historical costume, will be able to obtain valuable information and illustrations
contained in these sources.

It is not without interest that the travel literatures of French authors, historical-
geographical research or other records have gained topicality. There has been growing
interest in the study of Georgia as a foreign, exotic country which has been mentioned in
French sources as Iberia and Georgia ever since 13th century. In this respect, we will be
focused on the sources of the XVII century, because this is the period of time when there
was French authors’ heightened interest in the way the Georgians (Kartvelians) dressed
themselves.

The first French author to deal with Georgian clothing was the French aristocrat
Frangois de La Boullaye-Le Gouz (1623-1668). He traveled extensively in Europe and Asia.
In his travel impressions "Les voyages et observations du sieur de La Boullaye Le
Gouz"(The travels and observations of the Sieur de La Boullaye Le Gouz) he described the
religions of different countries, gastronomy, political situations, etc. One small chapter of
the book (pp. 72-73) is dedicated to Georgia, where the author describes the appearance of
Georgians and characterizes traditional clothing to a smaller extent: “The Gurgi or



Georgians have long hair in the front but shave it on the back of the head, which is covered
with a fur cap, in the manner of the Poles or Tartars; they wear long coats and are very
valiant...” [1, p. 75]

The work of Jean-Baptiste Chardin, a French diplomat, jeweler and merchant of the
17th century, “Voyages du chevalier Chardin en Perse, et autres lieux de 1’Orient” (Travels
in Persia 1673-1677) is the most important source for the study of Georgian clothing. The
illustrations, performed by the author’s companion artist, Guillaume-Joseph Grelot, aroused
particular interest

“The Journey” was first published during the author's lifetime in 1686 in London, and
was later republished and translated into many languages. Surprisingly, the editions are
different with various illustrations. The one by the French orientalist Louis Mathieu Langle,
released in 1811 is referred to as the most excellent edition. The "Journey” in ten volumes
was published in Paris, and it is accompanied by a large atlas of illustrations as a separate
volume.

The vast amount of work is dedicated to Georgia. The traveler spent 1672-1673 in
Georgia. He described his experiences in detail and the lifestyle of the people of Samegrelo,
Imereti and Kartli with considerable objectivity as well as their morals, clothing, character,
and even their physique and appearance. The author separately characterized the attire of
men and women of different social strata, the clothes of western (Kolkheti) and eastern
Georgia as well as the clothes of clergymen of different hierarchies.

The growing importance of Chardin’s works in respect of the history of Georgian
costume lies in the fact that the illustrations of the travelers — costumes, landscapes,
historical monuments are provided as a result of their direct observation and not according
to their imagination or other narrated stories. Interestingly, different editions incorporate
different drawings depicting the same story, which proves that the artist performed etudes,
quick sketches, and pre-sketches from nature, based on them created thoroughly completed
plot scenes. Therefore, true, eyewitness images are an important visual material for the study
of Georgian historical costume, not to mention the fact that Georgian sources have a shortage
of images depicting middle and lower classes.

It should be noted that the passages in the poem where Chardin talks about the
appearance and attire of a man from Kolkhi (Megrelian) enhanced particular attention and
this is reflected in the painting of the artist Grelot, for example, the author tells us: “They
shave the top of their heads in a circle but allow the rest of their hair to grow down to their
eyes, and then clip it round at an even length... They are moreover so beggarly and so
wretched, that for fear of spoiling their caps or their bonnets in the rain, they will put them
in their pouches, and go bare-headed... not having any thing to cover their nakedness but a
pitiful felt resembling the chlamys of the Ancients; into which they thrust their heads, and
turn which way they please as the Wind sits; for it covers but one side of their bodies, and
falls down no lower than their Knees” [2, p. 110-111]; Or another: “Walking shoes that I
have only seen in this country resemble sandals and are specially worn in the snow. It’s
base look like a ski in its shape and length, though not so wide. The net is also thicker, and



the wood onto which the net is attached is rounder. You won’t get snow in these shoes; they
only sink to the depth of a finger length. And these shoes make travel easier and faster. They
leave a vanishing trace and indistinct mark, because these shoes have neither a toe cap nor a
heel cap” [2, p. 125]

The illustration portraying a feast “Royal banquet in Tbilisi” seems to be of great
significance in this respect. the picture clearly shows that the service personnel (which are
Kartlians) are wearing the same clothes, as the Polish people (as the author wrote about it).
They wear hats similar to Polish ones. The jacket is unbuttoned at the chest, with buttons
and fasteners. The shoes are like those of the Persians. Some of the guests sitting at the table
wear the same hat about which the traveler wrote as follows: “,,They cover their Heads with
a light cap of felt, very thin pared and cut into several half-moons around edges...” [2, p.
110]. Moreover, it is even possible to identify Georgian, European, Turkish and Persian
guests among those entertaining with a feast in accordance with their headgear. The parallels
can be drawn between the food table service waiter clothes presented in Grelot's picture and
Georgian miniature and monumental painting.

It is a pity that the Georgian woman is not painted by the artist Grelot ... Chardin was
so fascinated by their beauty that he did not hesitate to give praise, complement and epithets
bestowed upon them. The traveler pays attention to women’s clothing to a smaller extent,
more attention is paid to the headscarf and precious gold fabric, and he considered the clothes
as similar to those of a Persian woman: “They embellish themselves as much as possible.
Their clothes are similar to the clothes of Persian women. They have the same hairstyles and
curling hair as Europeans do. They wear a kind of headdress, which covers only the top and
back of the head”; He says about the clothes of the Queen of Samegrelo: “... she was wearing
a brocade dress embroidered with gold. She wore head jewelry adorned with precious germs.
The mask was elegant and unusually shaped."

It is noteworthy that Chardin very realistically presented social stratification, the
biggest difference between the different strata or layers of society in terms of the way of
dressing He also mentions serfs: “The poor people go almost naked; such is their misery not
to be paralleled anywhere else... There are some chlamys that are pared very thin to keep
out the Water, which are not so heavy as the common sort; that are ready to weigh a man
down, especially when thorough wet. He that has a shirt and a pair of pitiful drawers, thinks
himself rich; for almost all of them go bare-Foot; and such of the Colchians as pretend to
shoes, have nothing but a piece of a buffalo's hide, and that untanned too; this piece of raw
hide is attached to their feet with a thong of the same: so that for all these sort of sandals,
their feet are as dirty as if they went bare-foot” [2, p.110]. The image of those peasants is
also presented on the title page in some editions.

Chardin pays little attention to high-ranking men's clothing, but the frontispiece
involved in some editions of “The Journey” make up for the shortfall.

The illustration depicts a portrait of an author in a bigger locket being held in the hands
of Georgian noblemen dressed in Persian-style clothing. The drawing perfectly shows the
shapes, silhouette, and composition of the dress, patterns, textile and embellishment. It



should be noted that in many different sources, similar images of both Georgian nobles —
from the frontal view — are known as "King Alexander of Kakheti" (Alexander II) and
"Rostom Khan" (King of Kartli), the artist is unknown as well as the date of their creation.
Alexander Il and Rostom Khan were no longer alive during Chardin's voyage. Thus, they
(Alexander 1l and King Rostom) cannot be considered prototypes of nobility. It is interesting
to find out whether the portrait image of the kings was later created according to the
illustration of the frontispiece of the works, or the artist Grello had etudes of Georgian nobles
made from nature and they were mistakenly considered to be the portrait image of the kings.

When it comes to the 17th century Georgian clothing, the works of the French
cartographer and military engineer Allain Manesson Mallet ,Description de l'univers®
published in 5 volumes published in 1683 appears to be of great significance. The books
illustrate different countries, maps and types of population. The very work was republished
several times in the 17th-18th centuries. Volume Il contains information on Georgia, which,
according to the author, is based on the information of ancient historians and descriptions of
European travelers, including the manuscript of the French historian and geographer Pierre
Davity (same as d'Avity) “De 1| 'Asie”, the Italian missionary Arcangelo Lamberti —
“Relation de la Mengrelie” and other works.When describing Western Georgia, the author
expresses his surprise to find men's headscarves and clothes: “Men here are tall enough and
well built. They wear fur headdress and they are dressed in locally made knee length attire.
The richest strata, mostly from Samegrelo, use expensive foreign fabrics for clothes, with
slender silhouette and cut at the back, for comfortable horse riding” [3, p. 216]. Among the
illustrations related to the Caucasus included in the text is an engraving with images of a
Georgian man and woman. This illustration is presented in some editions of Male's works
painted with watercolor paints. Engraving from Male's works and its modified variations
were used by many different authors in the XVIII century [4, p. 273].

In accordance with the illustration, we can conclude that the painting is clearly not done
by an eyewitness. Therefore, it’s far from perfect to be corresponded to the habitus of the
Georgians of that period. Though Allainn Mallet travelled a lot, he must have seen most of
the places described in the novel with his own eyes, but it is an unknown fact whether he
was in Georgia or not. In such a case, obviously the picture is also devoid of reality.
Engraving with a Georgian image of Cesare Vecellio (1590) in the book "De gli habiti
antichi, e moderni di diverse parti del mondo libri due™ is used for the sketch of the man —
with minor changes [5, p. 453]. Vecellio painted himself, but he hadn’t travelled to Georgia.
He might have created a sketch of a Georgian according to Ottoman miniatures, in which
Georgians are presented in similar clothes and headscarves, and it is more likely to be in line
with reality.

In the picture, it’s noticeable that Georgian man is wearing several items of clothing:
a shirt worn underneath — Akhalukhi, evident with its long sleeves; Outerwear — a striped,
long dress with a elbow-length sleeve and an upper wear kabacha, which should normally
have the sleeves in an overlapped form; as for footwear, tsuga without soles; for headwear
they had fur-trimmed hat with a conical shape and a pointed tip tilted to the shoulders. At



this time, it is impossible not to recall the headscarf described by Vakhushti Batonishvili:
Despite Vakhushti's testimony, such a headscarf is almost not found in Georgian
monumental and miniature painting; Georgians with such headscarves are depicted in
miniatures of the 16th century Ottoman manuscript book “Shejaatname” [6, p. 187].

The female figure is fairly imaginative and impressive. It is obviously based on the
description of an eyewitness only. It is less in line with the Georgian habitus and the manner
of dress can also be ubiquitous and more generalized since the same female images are so
omnipresent in other foreign illustrations to depict another country.

Another French author of the 17 th century, whose work contains information about
Georgian dress, is the litterateur, historian and geographer Antoine Phérotée de La Croix.
The second book of the fifth volume of his five-volume work "Nouvelle méthode pour
apprendre facilement la géographie universelle" (New method to easily study universal
geography) (pp. 64-73) conveys information about Georgia and includes the engraving
"Georgians". According to the inscription at the bottom of the engraving, the author of the
drawing is P. Seuin jn (Junior), while the engraver is M. Ogier. The figures are characterized
by imagination [7, p. 64]. They are supposedly based on the engraving of Allain Manesson
Mallet “Description of the World” and are literally a variant of it.

Notwithstanding the fact that the picture if far from reality, it can’t be regarded as an
artistic image of high perceptual quality and high level of performance, but still it remains
very valuable, because it is another proof of Europeans’ growing interest in Georgia and the
Georgians.

It should be noted, the flow of information in French created certain perceptions of
Georgia and the Georgian people, including the visual ones, in the European community.
This information has not lost its topicality in the modern era, since it provides important
material for the study of the Georgian historical costume — whereas there is limited
availability to similar resources in Georgia. Particularly interesting in this regard is the fine
material created by the observer, which visually shows the shape of the costume, the
silhouette and in some cases the decoration and texture.
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Fig. 51. Georgians, illustration from the book of Miinsterum
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Fig. 52. Kvarkvare Jakeli: a - from Schweiger's book; b - from the painting of Zarzma temple
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Fig. 53. Conical headwear: a - from the miniature of Tavakarashvili; b - From the sketches of
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Fig. 55. Georgians, engraving from Schillinger's book



- wasuv1b028 pun o X AT T

=== ——

S

BN S : ./..”... oK 3 /il %/ .//.MJMM”W.&WW&WV’JMI&.
: ',.. u.%/%._ .. ;. . R ﬂ/ﬁ///, oy ,.%//,%/J// ;

NN
Lk AR




JoOHDMO BHMOE0vIo Bodmbol dglobgd 36mdYdL 90303l g@dsbgwro d;3-
60gMols s FmgHBIMHOL 5350. 0m3sh 0MEEIbdBIEHOL bsbsfgMgdo. ol mlig-
00l 39360969050 535009800L 09 I35¢GdY0 3dMmbs BOHOEMgm 35335B00-
Lo @ Logdo®Mmzgumlb ymggardb®ogzo godm33wg3o-dgLfagas. 30w gbd@ g ds
B396L 439996580 o3ym 1771-72 (iengdo. BsdmMIgdol 4s8mdz9gbgds dbmerme dobo
2390053350900l 8999, 1787 §. ImbgMbs, 0530930039005 39EH6M9 LOTM oes-
bol, bmwm 930569000 00Nl 3es3OHMEHOL MYEsd3oom. Jsdommw 9bsby
»3M963330AOL ImgBsrOHMds bsdoMMNZ3gEmdo® 2s3moEs e Gmds [9].

L. 56. JsGoggaro 95953530, 30930990 30vemgbdEgodob foabowsb
Fig. 56. Georgian man, engraving from the book of Giildenstidt
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Fig. 58. Georgians, Geisler, engraving from the book Hempel
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Fig. 60. Fragment from P. Franken's painting ,,View of Old Thilisi*
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Fig. 61. Men's clothing, Fragment from P. Franken's painting ,,View of Old Thilisi“
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Fig. 62. “Departure of the Georgian prince for the war”, P. Franken
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Fig. 63. woman with traditional headdress, Helen von Franken
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Leonhard Rauwolf, Aigentliche beschreibung der Raiss in die Morgenlaender
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- Gotha, CII6, 1796-1797.

05300 ©5069L0. IMgBom®Mds LoJoMM39wMTo. gMdsbmoEb ™Mscydbs,
d9L53500 5 Bd0YIWGIO IMOMNM 0o JJesdz30eds. d. 2002, 3. 158

Reineggs, Jacob, 1744-1793, Charles Wilkinson, and Friedrich August Marschall von
Bieberstein. A General, Historical, And Topographical Description of Mount
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Caucasus: With a Catalogue of Plants Indigenous to the Country. London: C. Taylor,
1807.

Hempel, Friedrich, and Christian Gottfried Heinrich Geissler. Abbildung Und
Beschreibung Der Volkerstimme Und Volker Unter Des Russischen Kaisers
Alexander Menschenfreundlichen Regierung: Oder Charakter Dieser VV6lker Aus Der
Lage Und Beschaffenheit lhrer Wohnpliatze Entwickelt Und In lhren Sitten,
Gebrdauchen Und Beschéftigungen Nach Den Angegebenen Werken Der In- Und
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Fig. 64. Bagrati Temple, fragment. Chernetsov
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bm. 65. JoGanggergdols bsdmbo 6. BgMbggmgol Gowmgdby
Fig. 65. Georgian clothes in the paintings of N. Chernetsov



Ly, 65. 0dooLoL bgyo, BMRAI6GId0, BgHbgzmgo
Fig. 65. View of Thilisi, fragments, Chernetsov
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Fig. 67. Portrait of an Unknown Georgian Woman, Tropinin
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b, 68. 3bgbmUbsbo domogogmo, BgemodBggo
Fig. 68. Horse militia, Chelishchev
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Lm®. 69. 09535000 sbemo 35030 mGdgmosbo, ByerodBggzo
Fig. 69. Princess Maiko Orbeliani, Chelishchev



L. 70. 3gatgamo dogrogogero, Bgwodbggo
Fig. 70. Megrelian policeman Chelishchev

by, 71. ¢og3m60, I9x3Molbygo, BgeodBggo }
Fig. 71. lezginka, Meivriskhevi, Chelishchev
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b®. 72. JsGoggamo Jogrgdo bsbgrols 356y, ¢rg®dmb@Emgo
Fig. 72. Georgian women on the roof of the house, Lermontov
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6. 73. 05305UbAs, WwgAHIMbEMmgo
Fig. 73. Ambush, Lermontov
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Ly, 74. 35339600 bgo, dmbgzggdo, mgmdmbEmgo

Fig. 75. View of the Caucasus, Mtiuletians, Lermontov
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by, 75. 35339600 bgo, dmnommwgdo, mgmhdmbBmgo

Fig. 75. View of the Caucasus, Mtiuletians, Lermontov
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L. 76. 0300¢olbols dsbo, 9350060
Fig. 76. Roof in Thilisi

by, 77. 095350000 Joewo 56005 brn@mmsdzoeo, 3539Mobo }
Fig. 77. Princess Martha Sologashvili, Gagarin
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3060 39590080, 35350060
Fig. 78. Vintaging in Kakheti,Gagarin

Ly, 81. 089Mmgwo, 3o35M0bo
Fig. 81. Tushetian man, Gagarin

Lyyd. 82. Jsmnzggero Jsano, goasobo
Fig. 82. Georgian prince, Gagarin

e, 81. 0080, gs35M0bo
Fig. 81. Tushetian man, Gagarin

U, 82. JoMHmZz9a0 053500, 5350060
Fig. 82. Georgian prince, Gagarin
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L. 80. vy36md0, gogs0060
Fig. 80. Stranger, Gagarin

6. 79. 0d0Eolgero Jsemo, sasM0bo }
Fig. 79. Woman from Tiflis, Gagarin
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by, 83. Js03m MmMBYE0sbo, gogs@0bo
Fig. 83. Maiko Orbeliani, Gagarin

bmé. 85. 1doolols dowgddo, sgascmobo }
Fig. 85. In the gardens of Thilisi, Gagarin






6. 84. Joewodz0am0 EI0MmOm, Ja300bo
Fig. 84. Girl with a timbrel, Gagarin
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