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Abstract

This paper examines the future of media by exploring key forecasts concerning its evolution,
benefits, and user preferences in the digital age. It focuses on the transformative influence of emerging
technologies such as Artificial Intelligence (AI), Virtual and Augmented Reality (VR/AR), and social
media platforms on media production, consumption, and ethical practices. Through an interdisciplinary
approach grounded in both classical and contemporary media theories-drawing on the works of scholars
such as Harold Lasswell, Walter Lippmann, Marshall McLuhan, and Henry Jenkins-the study
investigates the shifting dynamics of the media landscape over recent decades and offers insights into

future trajectories and challenges.
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Key themes include the dominance of digital media, the rise of personalized and algorithm-driven
content, and the ethical dilemmas arising from misinformation, data manipulation, and automated
content distribution. The analysis highlights how algorithmic curation increasingly shapes audience
behavior and access to information, raising concerns about transparency, accountability, and the
erosion of public trust.

The findings suggest that as media continues to evolve, both producers and consumers must adapt
to rapidly changing technological and communicative paradigms by embracing media literacy, ethical
awareness, and a commitment to transparency. The future of media will be defined not only by
technological innovation but also by the extent to which it reinforces democratic values, fosters
informed civic engagement, and upholds ethical standards in an increasingly complex digital ecosystem.

Keywords: New Media , Society, Digital Communications
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