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`centraluri kavkaziis~ geopolitikuri rolis Sesaxeb

vladimer papava

p. guguSvilis saxelobis ekonomikis instituti; 

saqarTvelos strategiisa da  saerTaSoriso urTierTobebaTa kvlevis fondi

Sesavali

bolo wlebSi sul ufro farTod vrceldeba SedarebiT axali termini 
`centraluri evrazia~, romelic, rogorc wesi, erTian geopolitikur are-
alSi rva qveyanas moicavs – azerbaijans, TurqmeneTs, saqarTvelos, somxeTs, 
tajikeTs, uzbekeTs, yazaxeTs daa yirgizeTs. Cveni Rrma rwmeniT, es termini 
mTlad koreqtuli ar aris, uwinares yovlisa, geopolitikuri TvalsazrisiT, 
vinaidan mocemul terminSi SenarCunebulia am geopolitikuri arealis ru-
suli aRqmis specifika.

winamdebare gamokvlevis mizania zemoCamoTvlili rva qveynis momcveli 
regionis geopolitikuri aRqmis zogierTi momentis axleburi gaazreba, ro-
melic efuZneba deskriptul midgomas. am ukanasknelis Tanaxmad regioni ganx-
iluli unda iyos imis gauTvaliswineblad, Tu ra miznebs isaxavs mocemul 
regionSi es Tu is saxelmwifo.

`centraluri evrazia~: 
Tanafardoba geografiasa da geopolitikas Soris

rogorc cnobilia, evrazia, rogorc kontinenti, ori nawilisgan Sedgeba 
– evropisa da aziisagan. bunebrivia, rom evraziis mocemuli geografiuli 
ganmarteba praqtikulad ucvlelad SegviZlia gamoviyenoT (da gamoiyeneba) 
geopolitikaSic, ris yvelaze TvalsaCino magaliTsac warmoadgens cnobili 
amerikeli politologis zbignev bJezinskis gamokvlevebi1.

1 magaliTad, З. Бжезинский, Великая шахматная доска. Господство Америки и его геостратегиче-
ские императивы (Москва, 2005); misive, Выбор. Глобальное господство и глобальное лидерство 
(Москва, 2005).
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garda amisa, amJamad aranakleb gavrcelebulia evraziaze ramdenadme gan-
sxvavebuli geopolitikuri Sexedulebac. saqme is aris, rom sabWoTa kavSiris 
daSlis Semdeg erovnuli da teritoriuli identurobis problema gansa-
kuTrebiT mwvaved dadga ruseTis winaSe, romelic bolo orasi wlis manZilze 
pirvelad aRmoCnda mniSvnelovnad Seviwrovebul sazRvrebSi. aman seriozu-
lad ganapiroba, yovel SemTxvevaSi postsabWoTa sivrceSi, misi gansakuTreb-
uli rolis Sesaxeb koncefciis Zebna1. SemTxveviTi rodia, rom iseTi tipis 
kiTxvebi, rogoricaa `mainc ra aris ruseTi?~ da `sad aris ruseTi?~, dResac 
ar kargavs aqtualurobas2. ruseTis elitas da, garkveulwilad, sazogadoebas, 
saboloo angariSiT, aRelvebs sakiTxi ruseTis arsebuli sazRvrebis Sesaxeb 
imis gamo, rom zogierTi teritoria, sadac rusulenovani mosaxleoba cxov-
robs, sabWoTa kavSiris daSlis Semdeg sxva saxelmwifoTa SemadgenlobaSi aR-
moCnda3, da rom es SeiZleba ruseTis mxridan am saxelmwifoTa mimarT ama Tu 
im saxiT agresiuli politikis ganxorcielebis safuZveli gaxdes4. aqve unda 
aRiniSnos, rom bolo xans ruseTSi Catarebuli gamokiTxvebis Tanaxmad sul 
ufro met popularobas iZens sabWoTa kavSiris aRdgenis idea5, da es savsebiT 
gasagebia, Tu gaviTvaliswinebT ruseTis sazogadoebaSi gavrcelebul post-
imperiul nostalgias6. amasTan, 2008 wlis agvistoSi saqarTvelos winaaRmdeg 
ruseTis agresia iZleva sababs miviCnioT, rom ruseTis erovnuli identuroba 
SeuTavsebelia misi mosazRvre qveynebis TavisuflebasTan7.

amasTan, aucilebelia istoriis im gakveTilis gaTvaliswinebac, romlis 
Tanaxmadac kavkasiis, xazarTa stepis da centraluri aziis dapyroba ruse-
Tis samefo elitam aRiqva ara mxolod rogorc imperiisaTvis saxelis GaRTqma, 
aramed, ramdenadac gasakviri ar unda iyos, rogorc ruseTis evropulobasTan 
identuroba8.

ruseTis imperiuli ambiciebis Teoriul safuZvlad warmatebiT SeiZleba 
gamoyenebuli iqnas egreT wodebuli “evraziizmis~ ideebi, romlebmac “axali 
sicocxle~ postsabWoTa periodSi SeiZines9. es ideebi, mniSvnelovanwilad 

1 J.o’loughlin, P. f. Talbot. “Where in the World is russia: Geopolitical Perceptions and Preferences of or-
dinary russians”, Eurasian Geography and Economics (2005), Vol. 46, No. 1, pp. 23-50, available at http://
www.colorado.edu/iBS/PeC/johno/pub/Wheres-russia.pdf.

2 magaliTad, Z. Brzezinski, The Geostrategic Triad: Living with China, Europe, and Russia (Washington, 
2007), pp. 56, 64.

3 Tolz, Vera. Russia. (london, 2001), p. 271.
4 allison, roy. “russia resurgent? Moscow’s Campaign to ‘Coerce Georgia to Peace.” International Affairs 

(2008), Vol. 84, No. 6, p. 1167.
5 В. Петухов, «Внешнеполитические приоритеты россиян: «новый изоляционизм» или прагматизация 

сознания». В кн. Интеграция в Евразии. Народ и элиты стран ЕЭП, под ред. Игоря Задорина (Мо-
сква, 2006) , с. 107.

6 y.Gaidar, Collapse of an Empire. Lessons for Modern Russia, ( Washington, 2007), рр. ix-xiv.
7 f. fukuyama, “They Can only Go So far.” The Washington Post, august 24 (2008), available at http://www.

washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/08/22/ar2008082202395.html.
8 r.d. Crews, For Prophet and Tsar: Islam and Empire in Russia and Central Asia (Cambridge, 2006), p. 12.
9 l.Tchantouridze, “after Marxism-leninism: eurasianism and Geopolitics in russia.” in Geopolitics: Glob-

al Problems and Regional Concerns, ed. lasha Tchantouridze. (Winnipeg, 2004).
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geografiaze dafuZnebuli1, gulisxmobs evraziis geografiuli kontinentis 
axlebur geopolitikur gaazrebas2. 

is problema, rom “Zveli msoflios~3 teritoriis farglebSi aris sami da 
ara ori kontinenti, XIX saukunis damlevs rusma profesorma v. i. pomanskim 
daayena4. mogvianebiT am kontinentis “naTlia~ cnobili rusi geopolitikosi 
petre savicki gaxda, uwoda ra am mesame kontinents “evrazia~, rac Tavisi saz-
RvrebiT emTxveva ruseTs, ufro zustad ki ruseTis imperias.5 is xazs usvamda, 
rom “evrazia~ gansxvavdeba evraziis zemoaRniSnuli geografiuli ganmartebi-
sgan, romelic aleqsandr fon humboldtma Camoayaliba6. ase iwyeboda rusuli 
geopolitikuri skolis erT-erTi yvelaze Zlieri – evraziistuli mimdinare-
obis Camoyalibeba, romlis mizanicaa geografiul evraziaSi ruseTis gansa-
kuTrebuli istoriuli da kulturuli rolis damkvidreba.

geografiulad, rogorc cnobilia, `Zveli msoflio~ Sedgeba evropisgan, 
aziisgan (anu evraziis kontinentisgan) da afrikisgan, maSin, roca rusuli geo-
politikuri skolis mier “evraziis~ terminis mocemuli ganmarteba arsebiTad 
aviwrovebs evraziis geografiuli kontinentis teritoriul sazRvrebs. ker-
Zod, evraziistebis7 Tanaxmad, ruseTi – es gansakuTrebuli kontinentia8 da 
evraziis geografiul da geopolitikur ganmartebebs Soris mocemuli ter-
minologiuri `konfliqtis~ gadasaWrelad geopolitikur konteqstSi gamoi-
yeneba iseTi sityvaTSeTanxmebanic, rogoricaa `evrazia-ruseTi~, `ruseTi-
evrazia~, an `evraziuli ruseTi~. am problemam gansakuTrebuli aqtualuroba 
kvlav SeiZina sabWoTa kavSiris daSlis Semdeg, radgan sabWoTa xelisuflebis 
dros geografebi termins `evrazia~ mxolod geografiuli mniSvnelobiT xma-
robdnen9. Uunda aRiniSnos, rom diskusia imis Taobaze, Tu rogor gamoinaxos 

1 M. Bassin, “russia between europe and asia: The ideological Construction of Geopolitical Space.” Slavic 
Review, (1991), Vol. 50, No. 1, p. 14.

2 magaliTad, M.W., lewis, and K.e. Wigen, The Myth of Continents: A Critique of Metageography 
(Berkley,1997), p. 222.

3 1492 wels amerikis aRmoCenamde “Zvel msofliod~ dedamiwis is kontinenti moixsenie-
boda, romelic moicavda evraziasa da afrikas.

4 magaliTad, Нартов, Н. А., и В. Н. Нартов. Геополитика (Москва, 2007), с. 129.
5 П. Н. Савицкий, Континент Евразия, (Москва, 1997).
6 П. Н Савицкий, «Географические и геополитические основы Евразийства». В кн. Основы Евразий-

ства, под. ред. А. Дугина. (Москва, 2002), c. 300. sayuradReboa, rom termin “evraziis~ avto-
robis Sesaxeb arsebobs sxva versiac, romlis Tanaxmadac igi ekuTvnis venel geologs 
eduard suess (eduard Suess), romelmac XX saukunis damlevs evrazia uwoda evropasa da 
azias erTad aRebuls (ix., Bassin, dasax. naSromi, р. 10).

7 aucilebelia imis aRniSvna, rom evraziizmis mimdevrebi Tavad uwodeben sakuTar Tavs 
“evrazielebs~, rac, Cveni azriT, erTgvar uzustobas Seicavs, radgan evrazielebi is 
adamianebi arian, romlebic saxloben evraziaSi, maSin rodesac ufro koreqtuli iqne-
ba evraziizmis mimdevrebsa da momxreebs “evraziistebi~ vuwodoT. mocemul gamokvl-
evaSi swored am konteqstiT gamoiyeneba termini “evraziistebi~.

8 А. Г. Дугин, «Евразийский триумф». В кн. Основы Евразийства, под. ред. А. Дугина, (Москва, 2002).
9 M. l. Hauner, “The disintegration of the Soviet eurasian empire: an ongoing debate.” in Central Asia and 

The Caucasus after the Soviet Union, ed. Mohiaddin Mesbahi (Gainesville, 1994), p. 222.



560

kompromisi evraziis da im teritoriis swor geografiul gansazRvrebebs So-
ris, romelzec ruseTis kontroli vrceldeba, dasrulebuli ar aris1.

Tu evraziis rusuli geopolitikuri skolis ganmartebas, rogorc es ze-
moT iyo aRniSnuli, ruseTis imperiuli ambiciebis dasabuTebisaTvis iyeneben, 
bunebrivad dgeba sakiTxi imis Sesaxeb, Tu ra unda igulisxmebodes termin 
`centraluri evraziis~ qveS.

geografiulad `centralur evraziaSi~, rogorc wesi, igulisxmeba teri-
toria – dasavleTiT bosforis srutidan aRmosavleTiT CineTis sinZian-uig-
uris provinciamde; CrdiloeTiT – yazaxeTis stepebidan samxreTiT indoeTis 
okeanemde2. advili SesamCnevia, rom geografiuli centraluri evrazia faq-
tobrivad mTlianad moicavs centralur azias, maSin rodesac centraluri 
evropa3 masSi ar Sedis. es imiT aixsneba, rom azia zomiT imdenad aRemateba 
evropas, rom centraluri evropa erTgvarad scdeba centralur evraziad 
wodebuli evraziis erTiani kontinentis pirobiTi centris farglebs. amav-
droulad, Tu aziisa da evropis fizikur zomebs yuradRebas ar mivaqcevT 
da logikurad vimsjelebT imis gaTvaliswinebiT, rom geografiuli evrazia 
rogorc kontinenti ori nawilisgan Sedgeba – evropisa da aziisgan, geografi-
uli centraluri evrazia, bunebrivia, unda moicavdes centralur evropasac 
da centralur aziasac, agreTve maT gamaerTianebel centralur kavkasiasac4. 

faqtia, rom centraluri evraziis geografiul ganmartebaze gavlenas 
axdens misi geopolitikuri ganmarteba, romliTac, sabWoTa kavSiris daSlis 
Semdegac, termin `ruseTSi~ bevri evrazias gulisxmobs5.

amgvarad, Tu evraziizmis rusuli geopolitikuri skolis mier evraziis 
ganmarteba sagrZnoblad aviwrovebs evraziis geografiuli kontinentis saz-
Rvrebs, centraluri evraziis mimarT es gansxvaveba naklebad sagrZnobia, 
radgan, mocemul SemTxvevaSi, geografia srulad eqvemdebareba geopoliti-
kas, Tanac mis rusul skolas.

Tavisi xasiaTiT rusuli geopolitikuri skolis evraziistuli mimdi-
nareoba xels uwyobs ruseTis istoriulad Camoyalibebuli imperiuli am-
biciebis gamarTlebas – ibatonos evraziis geografiuli kontinentis cen-

1 iqve, p. 221.
2 magaliTad, K. Weisbrode, Central Eurasia: Prize or Quicksand? Contenting Views of Instability in Kara-

bakh, Ferghana and Afghanistan. The international institute for Strategic Studies, adelphi Paper 338 (New 
york, 2001), p. 11.

3 akad. Tamaz gamyreliZis dasabuTebuli mosazrebis Tanaxmad, geografiulad aR-
mosavleT evropa – es ruseTis evropuli nawilia, xolo is, rac me-20 saukunis civi 
omis epoqidan moyolebuli aRmosavleT evropis saxeliTaa cnobili (romelSic sx-
vadasxva kombinaciiT Sedian baltiis qveynebi, belarusi, bulgareTi, moldova, po-
loneTi, rumineTi, slovakeTi, ukraina, ungreTi, CexeTi) sinamdvileSi centralur 
evropas ganekuTvneba (T. gamyreliZe, “saqarTvelo evropaa Tu azia?~, saqarTvelos 
respublika (1999), 26 ivnisi).

4 Э. Исмаилов, «О категории Центральная Евразия», Доклады Национальной академии наук Азербайд-
жана, (2007), Том LXIII, № 1; misive, «О геополитической функции «Центральной Евразии» в XXI 
веке», Центральная Азия и Кавказ ( 2008), № 2 (56).

5 Hauner, “The disintegration of the Soviet eurasian empire...”, p. 217.
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trSi1. swored sakiTxis amgvari dayeneba moiTxovs centraluri evraziisa da 
masSi Semavali regionebis axlebur gaazrebas, romelic rusuli imperiuli 
dogmebisagan2 iqneba Tavisufali.

centraluri kavkasia: 
kavkasiis cnebis gafarToebis konteqsti

`kavkasiis~ cnebis Tanamedrove geopolitikuri gageba Camoyalibda ruse-
Tis mier kavkasiis dapyrobis Semdeg. kerZod, kavkasiaSi misi mosvlis Semdeg 
kavkasionis mTavari qedis mdebareobis gaTvaliswinebiT Cndeba terminebi `am-
ierkavkasia~ (`Закавказье~)3, anu kavkasionis qeds gadaRma da `CrdiloeT kavka-
sia~, anu teritoria, kavkasionis qedis CrdiloeTiT. miuxedavad imisa, rom 
TeiranisaTvis, moskovisgan gansxvavebiT, gansaxilveli regioni kavkasions 
gadaRma ki ara, gadmoRmaa, sparsul enazec am regions `kavkasionis gaRma~ 
ewodeba (maveran-e kafkas)4. amasTan unda aRiniSnos, rom am regionis identifi-
kaciis saerTaSoriso praqtikaze, uwinares yovlisa, swored rusulma tradi-
ciam moaxdina gavlena.

teritoriulad CrdiloeT kavkasia mTlianad Sedis Tanamedrove ruseTis 
federaciis SemadgenlobaSi da igi iyofa or – mTiswina da mTian nawilebad. 
pirvelis SemadgenlobaSi Sedis ruseTis federaciis subieqtebi: krasnodaris 
da stavropolis mxareebi, astraxanisa da rostovis olqebi da yalmuxeTis 
respublika, xolo meoris SemadgenlobaSi – adiRes, daRestnis, inguSeTis, 
yabardo-balyareTis, yaraCai-CerqezeTis, CrdiloeT oseTis-alaniis da CeCne-
Tis respublikebi.

aRsaniSnavia, rom kavkasiis samxreT sazRvrebis ganmarteba, efuZneboda 
kavkasiis regionSi ruseTis imperiis samxreTis saxelmwifo sazRvrebs5. kavka-
siis samxreTi sazRvrebis yvelaze TvalsaCino Secvla XIX saukunis damlevs 
gamovlinda yarsis magaliTze. kerZod, igi kavkasiis Semadgenel nawilad CaiT-
vala mxolod mas Semdeg, rac ruseTis imperiam igi omis Sedegad waarTva os-
manTa imperias; ruseTis mier yarsis, ardaganisa da baiazeTis dakargvam ki 

1 magaliTad, Ph. longworth, Russia’s Empires. Their Rise and Fall: From Prehistory to Putin (london, 
2005).

2 Tanamedrove evraziizmis Teoriuli debulebebi yvelaze reliefurad gadmocemu-
lia naSromebSi: А. Дугин, Основы геополитики. Геополитическое будущее России (Москва, 
1997); misive, Проект «Евразия» (Москва, 2004).

3 magaliTad, Т. В. Гамкрелидзе, «“Закавказье” или “Южный Кавказ”? К уточнению геополитической 
номенклатуры». В кн. Посткоммунистические демократические преобразования и геополитика на 
Южном Кавказе. Материалы конференции 17-18 октября 1997 г., под ред. В. Кешелава (Тбилиси, 
1998). 

4 magaliTad, r. gaCeCilaZe, axlo aRmosavleTi: sivrce, xalxi da politika 
(Tbilisi, 2003), gv. 17.

5 e. ismailovi, v. papava, centraluri kavkasia: geopolitikuri ekonomiis narkvevebi. 
(Tbilisi, 2007), gv. 34-35; Э.Исмаилов, В. Папава, Центральный Кавказ: история, политика, эко-
номика. (Москва, 2007), cc. 17-18; E. Ismailov, V. Papava, “A New Concept for the Caucasus”. Southeast 
European and Black Sea Studies (2008), Vo. 8, No. 3; e. ismailov, V. Papava, The Central Caucasus: Prob-
lems of Geopolitical Economy (New york, 2008), pp. 8-9.
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ganapiroba is, rom am regionebs garkveulwilad aRar miiCnevdnen kavkasiis 
regionebad, radgan ruseTis politikur da istoriul dokumentebSi isini ka-
vkasiis regionebad aRar moixsenieba. amavdroulad, am regionebma, romlebmac 
damoukidebloba gamoacxades, 1918 wels Seqmnes saxelmwifo – `samxreT-dasav-
leT kavkasiis (yarsis) demokratiuli respublika~1, romlis saxelwodebaSic 
mkafiod vlindeba misi kavkasiisadmi kuTvnileba.

ruseTis imperiis mier kavkasiis samxreT sazRvrebis gansazRvris tradicia 
sabWoTa periodSic SenarCunda, roca `Закавказье~-s SemadgenlobaSi Sedioda 
sami mokavSire respublika – Aazerbaijani, saqarTvelo da somxeTi.

XX saukunis 90-iani wlebis damdegs, sabWoTa kavSiris daSlisa da azerbai-
janis, saqarTvelosa da somxeTis mier damoukideblobis aRdgenis Semdeg, praq-
tikulad yvelgan, Tavad ruseTis garda, termini `Закавказье~ Seicvala ufro ko-
reqtuli `samxreT kavkasiis~ terminiT. saqarTveloSi pirvelad am terminebis 
Canacvlebis dasabuTebuli winadadeba akad. Tamaz gayreliZem2 wamoayena, rac 
saqarTvelos mTavrobis (da ara marto) mier gaziarebul iqna da gasuli sau-
kunis 90-iani wlebis meore naxevridan moyolebuli, oficialur dokumentebSi 
termini `amierkavkasiis~ nacvlad termini `samxreT kavkasia~ gamoiyeneba.

isic aRsaniSnavia, rom iSviaTad Tu ufiqrdeba vinme imas, rom termini 
`samxreT kavkasia~ iseve, rogorc termini `Закавказье~, aSkarad gamoxatavs ru-
seTis geopolitikur Sexedulebas am regionze – cnebebiT `CrdiloeT kavka-
sia~ da `samxreT kavkasia~ garkveulwilad fiqsirdeba kavkasiaSi ruseTis ax-
landeli da yofili sazRvrebi3.

`kavkasiis~ Sesaxeb ismailoviseuli koncefciis Tanaxmad4, es cneba azer-
baijanis, saqarTvelosa da somxeTis, asevev ruseTis zemoT CamoTvlili 
regionebis garda, moicavs agreTve TurqeTis Crdilo-aRmosavleT olqebs 
(vilaieTebi: agri, ardagani, arTvini, vani, igdiri da yarsi) da iranis Crdilo-
dasavleT olqebs (ostanebi: aRmosavleT azerbaijani, ardebili, giliani, zan-
jani, yazvini, hamadani da dasavleT azerbaijani). regionis amgvarad gaazrebas 
safuZvlad udevs is garemoeba, rom TurqeTisa da iranis am olqebSi istori-
ulad kavkasieli xalxebi cxovroben, romlebic ruseTis mier kavkasiis dapy-
robamde mravali saukunis ganmavlobaSi imave eTnokulturul da socialur-
ekonomikur arealSi imyofebodnen, romelSic kavkasiis danarCeni xalxebi. 

1 А. Гаджиев, Из истории образования и падения Юго-Западной Кавказской (Карской) демократиче-
ской республики (Баку, 1992); misive, Демократические республики Юго-Западного Кавказа (Кар-
ская и Араз-Тюркская республики) (Баку, 2004).

2 magaliTad, Т. Гамкрелидзе, «“Закавказье” или “Южный Кавказ”?...».
3 ismailovi, da papava. centraluri kavkasia..., gv. 36; Исмаилов, Папава, Центральный Кав-

каз..., cc. 19; ismailov, Papava. “a New Concept for the Caucasus”; ismailov, and Papava. The Central 
Caucasus... p. 9.

4 Э. Исмаилов, «О геополитических предпосылках экономической интеграции Центрального Кавка-
за». Известия АН Грузии – серия экономическая (2002), Т. 10, № 3-4; Э. Исмаилов, З. Кенгерли, «Ин-
теграция Кавказа и современные геоэкономические процессы». Известия Национальной Академии 
Наук Азербайджана. Серия гуманитарных и общественных наук (экономика) (2002), No. 1; Э. Ис-
маилов, З. Кенгерли, «Кавказ в глобализирующемся мире: новая модель интеграции». Центральная 
Азия и Кавказ (2003), № 2 (26).
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aqedan gamomdinare, savsebiT marTebulia, TurqeTisa da iranis es olqebi am 
qveynebis iseTive `kavkasiur~ olqebad miviCnioT, rogoricaa CrdiloeT ka-
vkasiad wodebuli ruseTis kavkasiis regioni.

TurqeTisa da iranis zemoaRniSnuli geografiuli olqebi, iseve rogorc 
somxeTi, romelic udavod kavkasiur saxelmwifod iTvleba, praqtikulad 
Tanabrad arian daSorebuli did kavkasions da nawilobriv mcire kavkasionis 
teritoriaze mdebareoben.

Sesabamisad, kavkasiis regioni Sedgeba ara ori (CrdiloeTi da samxre-
Ti kavkasia), rogorc es rusuli geopolitikuri azrovnebis karnaxiT aris 
gavrcelebuli saerTaSoriso praqtikaSi da samecniero literaturaSi, ar-
amed sami nawilisgan: centraluri kavkasia – azerbaijani, saqarTvelo da 
somxeTi; CrdiloeT kavkasia, romelic ruseTis federaciis kavkasiis mosaz-
Rvre avtonomiuri saxelmwifo warmonaqmnebisgan Sedgeba; da samxreT kavkasia, 
romelic moicavs azerbaijanis, saqarTvelosa da somxeTis mosazRvre Turqe-
Tis vilaieTebsa (samxreT-dasavleTi kavkasia) da iranis Crdilo-dasavleT os-
tanebs (samxreT-aRmosavleT kavkasia).

kavkasiis ismailoviseuli koncefcia, efuZneba ra regionis istoriul Ta-
viseburebebs, srulfasovnad asaxavs arsebul geopolitikur realobas1.

centraluri kavkasiis qveynebis saerTaSoriso urTierTobebs bevrad 
gansazRvravs istoriuli fesvebi, romlebic mniSvnelovan zemoqmedebas ax-
dens am qveynebis sagareo politikis ZiriTad mimarTulebaTa Camoyalibebaze:A 
azerbaijani da, kidev ufro metad, saqarTvelo saerTaSoriso urTierTobebSi 
orientirebuli arian dasavleTisken, xolo somxeTi – ruseTisken.

mniSvnelovania imis aRniSvna, rom somxeT-azerbaijanis konfliqtSi ruseT-
ma Tavidanve ara mxolod mxars uWerda somxeTs, aramed samxedro daxmareba-
sac uwevda2. aqve xazi unda gavusvaT, rom afxazeTsa da samxreT oseTSi sepa-
ratistuli reJimebis pirdapiri da aSkara mxardaWerisas, uSualod samxedro 
agresiaze rom aRaraferi vTqvaT, ruseTi saqarTvelosac daupirispirda. am 
konteqstiT gasakviri ar aris, rom postsabWoTa sivrceSi moskovis Zirga-
momTxreli saqmianobis erT-erTi mimarTulebaa zemoqmedeba saqarTvelosa da 
azerbaijanze am qveynebSi situaciis destabilizaciis mizniT3.

dasavleTisaken kaspiis navTobis transportirebis da am mizniT baqo-
Tbilisi-jeihanis navTobsadenis da samxreT kavkasiis gazsadenis (ruseTisa da 
iranis teritoriebis gverdis avliT) mSeneblobis ideis CasaxvisTanave azer-
baijani, saqarTvelo da TurqeTi faqtobrivad warmoadgendnen erT `gunds~, 
romelsac mniSvnelovnad uWerda mxars amerikis SeerTebuli Statebi4. SemTx-
veviTi ar aris, rom amerikis SeerTebuli Statebis kaspiis politika, romelic 
miznad isaxavs regionSi ruseTis monopoliuri poziciis aRdgenis prevencias, 
aRiqmeba rogorc Tavad ruseTis winaaRmdeg mimarTuli politika.

1 r. metreveli, kavkasiuri civilizacia msoflio globalizaciuri procesebis konte-
qstSi (Tbilisi, 2007).

2 magaliTad, А. И. Уткин, Американская стратегия для XXI века (Москва, 2000), c. 110.
3 Brzezinski, The Geostrategic Triad..., p. 62.
4 J.H. Kalicki, Caspian energy at the Crossroads. Foreign Affairs (2001), Vol. 80, No. 5, p. 122.
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advili SesamCnevia, rom centralur kavkasiaSi ruseTis Tanamedrove poli-
tika, samwuxarod, ar igeba im garemoebis gaTvaliswinebiT, rom ruseTisaTvis 
ufro xelsayrelia saqme iqonios centraluri kavkasiis erTian, mTlian da 
stabilur qveynebTan1; saxezea konfliqturi regionebisadmi da strategiuli 
partniorebisadmi evraziizmis zemoT ganxiluli principebis realizacia.

`centraluri azia~ da `didi centraluri azia~

centralur aziasTan dakavSirebuli geopolitikuri problemebis kvl-
eva gansakuTrebiT aqtualuri gaxda sabWoTa kavSiris daSlis Semdeg, roca 
am regionSi adre sabWoTa kavSiris SemadgenlobaSi Semavali xuTi axali da-
moukidebeli saxelmwifo (TurqmeneTi, tajikeTi, uzbekeTi, yazaxeTi da yir-
gizeTi) gaCnda.

rogorc Cans, sabWoTa periodis naSromebis gavleniT, zogierT geopoli-
tikur kvlevaSi centraluri aziis cneba moicavs mxolod xuT yofil sabWoTa 
respublikas – TurqmeneTs, tajikeTs, uzbekeTs, yazaxeTsa da yirgizeTs, rac 
geografiuli TvalsazrisiT (da ara mxolod) aramarTlzomieria, radgan am 
regionis sazRvrebs gareT rCeba avRaneTi, monRoleTi da am qveynebis mosaz-
Rvre zemoCamoTvlil saxelmwifoTa raionebi2.

garda terminisa `centraluri azia~, samecniero literaturaSi gamoiyene-
ba agreTve termini `didi (Greater) centraluri azia~. am terminiT XX sauku-
nis 90-iani wlebis damdegs moiniSna regioni, romelic, centraluris garda, 
moicavda aseve samxreT-dasavleT da samxreT azias3. didi centraluri aziis 
Tanamedrove, ufro dazustebuli geopolitikuri gansazRvrebiT, am regionSi, 
garda zemoxsenebuli xuTi yofili sabWoTa respublikisa Seyvanilia avRaneT-
ic4, agreTve CineTis sinZian-uiguris avtonomiuri raioni5.

`centraluri aziis~ cnebis Sesaxeb zemoxsenebuli, zogjer urTierTsawi-
naaRmdego Sexedulebebis gaTvaliswinebiT, unda aRiniSnos, rom, samwuxarod, 
am terminis Sinaarsis Taobaze konsensusi miRweuli ar aris6. 

regioni ucxoeli investorebis yuradRebas ipyrobs energetikis sferoSi, 
radgan sam saxelmwifoSi – TurqmeneTSi, yazaxeTsa da uzbekeTSi navTobisa 
da gazis mniSvnelovani maragia. centraluri aziis CamoTvlil sam qveyanaSi 
navTob-gazis maragis fonze, tajikeTsa da yirgizeTs mniSvnelovani hidro-

1 К. С. Гаджиев, Геополитика Кавказа (Москва, 2003), c. 295.
2 magaliTad, e. Naby, “The emerging Central asia: ethnic and religious factions.” in Central Asia and 

The Caucasus after the Soviet Union, ed. Mohiaddin Mesbahi (Gainesville, 1994), pp. 35-36.
3 R.L. Canfield, Restructuring in Greater Central Asia: Changing Political Configurations, Asian Survey 

(1992), Vol. 32, No. 10, р. 875.
4 S. f. Starr, A‘Greater Central Asia Partnership’ for Afghanistan and Its Neighbors. Silk road Paper, March, 

2005. Washington, d.C.: Central asia-Caucasus institute (Johns Hopkins university-SaiS, 2005), p. 16, 
available at http://www.stimson.org/newcentury/pdf/Strategy.pdf; misive, “a Partnership for Central 
asia”, Foreign Affairs (2005), Vol. 84, No. 4.

5 Р. Г. Тянь, «Синьцзян-Уйгурский автономный район Китая и его роль в системе регионального эко-
номического сотрудничества Большой Центральной Азии», Центральная Азия и Кавказ (2009), № 1 
(61).

6 magaliTad, lewis, and Wigen. The Myth of Continents..., p. 179.
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resursebi aqvT, rac regionSi eleqtroenergetikis saerTo bazris Camoyali-
bebis realur SesaZleblbebs qmnis1.

`rusul aRmosavleTSi~ centraluri yazaxeTis CarTviT evraziistebi, uwin-
ares yovlisa, gegmaven yazaxeTis ruseTTan saerTo kontinentur blokSi inte-
gracias2. Semdeg, maTi azriT, unda Sewydes atlantikuri TurqeTis yovelgvari 
gavlena regionze, risTvisac ruseTi gamoiyenebs mTavar mokavSires irans, ris 
Sedegadac regioni unda “gaiWimos~ rusebsa da sparselebs Soris3. centraluri 
aziis “gadakeTebis~ msgavsi evraziistuli modeli gamomdinareobs mxolod da 
mxolod ruseTis imperiuli ambiciebidan, da, rogorc wesi, aranairad ar iTval-
iswinebs mocemuli regionis saxelmwifoebisa da xalxebis interesebs.

centraluri kavkazia: 
axali geopolitikuri ganzomileba

centraluri kavkasiis qveynebis – azerbaijanis, saqarTvelosa da somx-
eTis, da centraluri aziis qveynebis – TurqmeneTis, tajikeTis, uzbekeTis, 
yazaxeTisa da yirgizeTis problemebis erToblivad ganxilvisadmi mniS-
vnelovani mecnieruli (da ara mxolod) daintereseba arsebobs4. rva CamoTvli-
li qveynisagan Semdgar am regions, rogorc amJamad sayovelTaod miRebulia, 
centraluri evrazia ewodeba5. amave terminiT moixsenieba regioni, romelic, 
am rva qveynis garda, moicavs avRaneTsac6, radgan, rogorc zemoT aRvniSneT, 
igi centraluri aziis CamoTvlil xuT qveyanasTan erTad didi centraluri 
aziis SemadgenlobaSi Sedis.

iqedan gamomdinare, rom CamoTvlili rva qveyana ayalibebs or qveregions – 
centralur kavkasias da centralur azias, maT momcvel ufro msxvil regions 
SeiZleba vuwodoT centraluri kavkazia7: am SemTxvevaSi SenarCunebulia si-

1 magaliTad, Г. Курганбаева, «Концептуальные основы экономической интеграции стран Централь-
ной Азии». Центральная Азия и Кавказ (2004), № 5 (35), c. 178.

2 А. Дугин, Основы геополитики..., c. 354.
3 iqve, cc. 354-355.
4 magaliTad, G.K.Bertsch, C. Craft, S. a. Jones and M. Beck, eds. Crossroads and Conflict: Security 

and Foreign Policy in The Caucasus and Central Asia (New york, 2000); o. oliker and Th. S. Szayna, 
eds. Faultlines of Conflict in Central Asia and the South Caucasus: Implications for the U.S. Army (Santa 
Monica, 2003); f.Sabahi and d. Warner, eds. The OSCE and the Multiple Challenges of Transition. The 
Caucasus and Central Asia (aldershot, 2004).

5 magaliTad, M. P.amineh and H. Houweling, “introduction: The Crisis in ir-Theory: Towards a Critical 
Geopolitics approach.” in Central Eurasia in Global Politics: Conflict, Security and Development, eds. 
M. P. amineh, and H. Houweling (leidenl, 2005), pp. 2-3; Ch fairbanks,., C. r. Nelson, S. f. Starr, and 
K. Weisbrode, Strategic Assessment of Central Eurasia .Washington, d.C.: The atlantic Council of The 
united States, Central asia–Caucasus institute, Johns Hopkins university, 2001, p. vii; K. Meyer, The Dust 
of Empire: The Race for Supremacy in the Asian Heartlan (london, 2004), p. 206; G.xuetang, “The energy 
Security in Central eurasia: the Geopolitical implications to China’s energy Strategy.” China and Eurasia 
Forum Quarterly (2006), Vol. 4, No. 4, p. 117, available at http://www.silkroadstudies.org/new/docs/Cef/
Quarterly/November_2006/Guo.pdf.

6 magaliTad, Э.Исмаилов и М. Эсенов. «Центральная Евразия в новых геополитических и геоэконо-
мических измерениях». Центральная Евразия 2005 (Аналитический ежегодник) (luleå, 2005).

7 В. Папава, «Центральная Кавказия» вместо «Центральной Евразии». Центральная Азия и Кавказ 
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tyva `centraluri~, romelic saxasiaToa, sakvanZoa orive qveregionisaTvis, 
xolo sityva `kavkazia~ nawarmoebia ori sityvidan `kavkasia~ da `azia~. ing-
lisur enaze sityva `kavkaziis~ formireba ramdenadme garTulebulia, radgan 
misi zusti Targmani – `Caucasia~ sityvis `Caucasus~ sinonims warmoadgens, rac 
qarTul enaze `kavkasias~ niSnavs. amitom mizanSewonilad migvaCnia `kavkaziis~ 
Sesabamis sityvad inglisur enaze gamoviyenoT “Caucaso-Asia~, da Sesabamisad, 
“centraluri kavkazia~ inglisurad iqneba `Central Caucaso-Asia~. xolo Tu gan-
vixilavT regionis ara rva, aramed cxra qveyanas avRaneTis CaTvliT, am Sem-
TxvevaSi marTebuli iqneba am regions vuwodoT `didi centraluri kavkazia~, 
rac inglisurad iqneba `Greater Central Caucaso-Asia~.

roca centralur kavkazias vaxsenebT rogorc erTian regions, unda aRiniS-
nos, rom politikuri Tu kulturuli homogenurobis ararsebobis gamo, igi ar 
aris integrirebuli1. amasTan, am regionSi Semaval qveynebs bevri ram aqvT saer-
To, rac sainteresoa swored erTiani regionis farglebSi maTi ganxilvisaTvis2.

centraluri kavkaziis erT-erTi mTavari Tavisebureba is aris, rom es re-
gioni mdidaria naxSirwyalbadovani resursebiT, rac mas gansakuTrebiT mimzid-
vels xdis ara marto sainvesticio TvalsazrisiT, aramed am regionis mimarT 
msoflio da regionaluri lideri saxelmwifoebis mxridan politikuri zegav-
lenis damyarebis konteqstiTac, rac savsebiT gasagebia, Tu gaviTvaliswinebT, 
rom amJamad mimdinareobs am saxlmwifoebis sagareo politikasTan energeti-
kuli politikis integracia3. amasTan aRsaniSnavia, rom centraluri kavkaziis 
qveynebis energetikul politikaze jer kidev did gavlenas axdens ruseTis 
faqtori, rac, rogorc Cans, sabWoTa epoqis Znelad dasaZlevi memkvidreobaa4.

didi mniSvneloba aqvs im garemoebas, rom centralur kavkasiasa da cen-
tralur azias SeuZliaT sruli moculobiT aamoqmedon is potenciuri Sesa-
Zleblobani, romlebsac maTi urTierTSevsebadoba Seicavs. kerZod, central-
uri aziis navTobisa da gazis resursebze didi moTxovnaa dasavleTis mxridan, 
xolo centraluri kavkasia dainteresebulia ara marto sakuTari navTobisa 
da gazis resursebis dasavleTSi transportirebiT, aramed aRmosavleTisa da 
dasavleTis damakavSirebeli energetikuli (da ara mxolod) satransporto 
derefnis amoqmedebiT, ris Sedegadac centraluri kavkasia SeZlebs Seasru-

(2008), № 2 (56), с. 44; V. Papava, “Central Caucaso-Asia: Toward a Redefinition of Post-Soviet Central 
eurasia.” Azerbaijan in the World. The Electronic Publication of Azerbaijan Diplomatic Academy (2008), 
Vol. i, No. 17, october 1, available at http://www.ada.edu.az/biweekly/issues/156/20090328041927833.
html.

1 Weisbrod. Central Eurasia: Prize or Quicksand?, p. 13.
2 Исмаилов, и Эсенов. «Центральная Евразия...».
3 magaliTad, J. Kalicki and d. l. Goldwyn, eds. Energy and Security: Toward a New Foreign Policy 

Strategy. (Washington, 2005); f. Hill, Energy Empire: Oil, Gas and Russia’s Revival. london: The foreign 
Policy Centre, 2004, available at http://fpc.org.uk/fsblob/307.pdf; J. roberts, “energy reserves, Pipeline 
routs and the legal regime in the Caspian Sea.” in The Security of the Caspian Sea Region, ed. Gennady 
Chufrin (New york, 2001); S. f. Starr and S. e. Cornell, “The Politics of Pipelines: Bringing Caspian energy 
to Markets.” SAISPHERE, 2005.

4 magaliTad, И. Томберг, «Энергетическая политика стран Центральной Азии и Кавказа». Централь-
ная Азия и Кавказ, 2003, № 4 (28).
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los Sesabamisi “xidis~ funqcia, romelic gaxsnis dasavleTisaTvis geopoli-
tikurad daxurul centralur azias1.

gulubryviloba iqneboda imis fiqri, rom rogorc msoflio, ise region-
aluri gavlenis mqone saxelmwifoebi Tavs daanebeben centraluri kavkaziis 
qveynebs, da isini SeZleben Tavisufali reJimiT ganviTarebas. sinamdvileSi 
situacia bevrad ufro rTulia, ris gamoc am qveynebma unda gaakeTon arCev-
ani imis gaTvaliswinebiT, Tu ama Tu im saxelmwifos romeli miswrafebebi da 
moqmedeba Seesabameba yvelaze metad maT erovnul interesebs.

daskvna

sabWoTa kavSiris daSlam dasabami misca damoukidebeli saxelmwifoebisa 
da axali geopolitikuri arealebis Camoyalibebis process: es axali areale-
bi aerTianebs zogierT yofil sabWoTa respublikas. bolo wlebSi sul ufro 
farTod vrceldeba SedarebiT axali geopolitikuri termini `centraluri 
evrazia~, romelic, rogorc wesi, erTian geopolitikur arealSi moicavs 
azerbaijans, saqarTvelos, somxeTs, TurqmeneTs, tajikeTs, uzbekeTs, yazax-
eTsa da yirgizeTs. 

sabWoTa kavSiris daSlis Semdeg erovnuli da teritoriuli identurobis 
problema gansakuTrebiT mwvaved dadga ruseTis winaSe. ruseTis imperiuli am-
biciebis Teoriul dasabuTebad warmatebiT gamodgeba egreT wodebuli `evra-
ziizmis~ ideebi, romlebmac `axali sicocxle~ postsabWoTa periodSi SeiZina.

Tavisi xasiaTiT rusuli geopolitikuri skolis evraziistuli mimdinareo-
ba xels uwyobs ruseTis istoriulad Camoyalibebuli imperiuli ambiciebis 
gamarTlebas – ibatonos evraziis geografiuli kontingentis centrSi.

saeWvoa ruseTma moaxerxos dominireba postsabWoTa sivrceSi da ara mxo-
lod imitom, rom am sivrceSi gaCenil sxva `moTamaSeebs~ mniSvnelovnad meti 
ekonomikuri, informaciuli da samxedro resursebi aqvT, aramed, uwinares 
yovlisa, imitom, rom ruseTis politikuri elita ar aris dainteresebuli 
uzrunvelyos da ganamtkicos yofili sabWoTa respublikebis saxelmwifo su-
vereniteti.

cneba `kavkasiis~ Tanamedrove geopolitikuri gageba Camoyalibda ruseTis 
mier kavkasiis dapyrobis Semdeg.

`kavkasiis~ Sesaxeb ismailoviseuli koncefciis Tanaxmad, es cneba azerbai-
janis, saqarTvelosa da somxeTis, asevev ruseTis Sesabamisi regionebis garda, 
moicavs agreTve TurqeTis Crdilo-aRmosavleT da iranis Crdilo-dasavleT 
olqebs. regionis amgvarad gaazreba im garemoebas efuZneba, rom TurqeTisa 
da iranis am olqebSi istoriulad kavkasieli xalxebi cxovroben, romlebic 
ruseTis mier kavkasiis dapyrobamde mravali saukunis ganmavlobaSi imave 
eTnokulturul da socialur-ekonomikur arealSi imyofebodnen, romelSic 
kavkasiis danarCeni xalxebi. aqedan gamomdinare, savsebiT marTebulia Turqe-
Tisa da iranis es olqebi miviCnioT am qveynebis iseTive `kavkasiur~ olqebad, 

1 Дж. Эйвазов, Безопасность Кавказа и стабильность развития Азербайджанской Республик (Баку, 
2004), c. 132.
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rogoricaa CrdiloeT kavkasiad wodebuli ruseTis kavkasiis regioni. Sesabam-
isad, kavkasiis regioni Sedgeba ara ori (CrdiloeTi da samxreTi kavkasia), ro-
gorc rusuli geopolitikuri azrovnebis karnaxiT aris gavrcelebuli saer-
TaSoriso praqtikaSi da samecniero literaturaSi, aramed sami nawilisgan: 
centraluri kavkasia – azerbaijani, saqarTvelo da somxeTi; CrdiloeT kavka-
sia, romelic ruseTis federaciis kavkasiis mosazRvre avtonomiuri saxelm-
wifo warmonaqmnebisgan Sedgeba; da samxreT kavkasia, romelic azerbaijanis, 
saqarTvelosa da somxeTis mosazRvre TurqeTis vilaieTebs (samxreT-dasav-
leTi kavkasia) da iranis Crdilo-dasavleT ostanebs (samxreT-aRmosavleT 
kavkasia) moicavs.

centraluri azia, rogorc geografiuli regioni, moicavs xuT yofil sab-
WoTa respublikas (TurqmeneTs, tajikeTs, uzbekeTs, yazaxeTsa da yirgizeTs), 
monRoleTs, avRaneTs, dasavleT CineTs, agreTve indoeTis, pakistanisa da 
iranis zogierT raions. geopolitikuri konteqstiT ki centalur aziaSi igu-
lisxmeba xuTi yofili sabWoTa respublika.

iqedan gamomdinare, rom CamoTvlili rva qveyana ayalibebs or qveregions 
– centralur kavkasiasa da centralur azias, maT momcvel ufro msxvil re-
gions SegviZlia vuwodoT `centraluri kavkazia~: am SemTxvevaSi SenarCunebu-
lia sityva `centraluri~, romelic saxasiaToa, sakvanZoa orive qveregioni-
saTvis, xolo sityva `kavkazia~ nawarmoebia ori sityvidan `kavkasia~ da `azia~.

politikuri Tu kulturuli homogenurobis ararsebobis gamo, central-
uri kavkazia ar aris integrirebuli. amasTan, am regionSi Semaval qveynebs 
bevri ram aqvT saerTo, rac sainteresoa swored erTiani regionis farglebSi 
maTi ganxilvisaTvis.

samecniero moxmarebisTvis `centraluri kavkaziis~ cnebis SemoReba es 
gansaxilveli regionis geografiuli identifikaciis ara mxolod dazuste-
baa, aramed regionis qveynebis saxelmwifo suverenitetebis ganmtkicebisaTvis 
gamokveTili interesebis iseTi konceptualuri xedvacaa, romelic safuZvel-
Sive ewinaaRmdegeba evraziizmis suliskveTebas da ideebs. amasTan nebismieri 
msjeloba evraziizmis suliskveTebiT egreT wodebul `kavkaziizmze~, rogorc 
evraziizmis SesaZlo Teoriul antipodze, safuZvelSive mcdaria, uwinares 
yovlisa, `centraluri kavkaziis~ politikuri heterogenulobis gamo, roca 
regionis yvela qveyana erTnairad ar aRiqvams rogorc Tavad saxelmwifo su-
verenitetis statuss, ise misi miRwevis gzebsac.

on tHe geoPolitiCal role of “CauCaso-asia”

vladimer Papava

S u M M a r y

The disintegration of the Soviet union not only resulted in the rise of a group of new independent 
states but in their integration into newly defined geopolitical areas.  In recent years, the term 
Central eurasia, which refers to azerbaijan, armenia, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 
Turkmenistan, and uzbekistan, has been attracting attention as a distinct geopolitical area. 
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There are at least two ways to think about the eurasian continent in geopolitical terms.  The 
first one focuses on its European and Asian geographic dimensions in its geopolitical vision of the 
continent.  The other approach, which arises from a eurasianist conception of the region, drawing 
mainly on geography, equates russia with eurasia, an idea that has become popular and much debated 
in the post-Soviet period. 

The russian geopolitical school’s vision of eurasia thus embodies russia’s old imperial ambitions, 
and consequently, those who speak about Central eurasia in terms of azerbaijan, armenia, Georgia, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and uzbekistan, leaving aside such territories like 
afghanistan, Northern iran, the Northern Caucasus, Northwestern China, Cashmere, and the Tibetan 
Plateau are reflecting a Russian understanding that others have disputed. 

Some geopolitical studies still follow the Soviet tradition and define Central Asia as including 
only five former Soviet republics: Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan, 
a definition that leaves out Afghanistan, Mongolia, and adjacent areas.  Another term, Greater Central 
Asia, is sometimes applied to the five former Soviet republics plus Afghanistan. 

“The Caucasus” as a geopolitical term appeared when russia conquered the region.  it was divided 
between “the Trans-Caucasus”, the area south of the main Caucasus ridge, and “the North Caucasus”, 
the area to the north of the ridge.  The North Caucasus is now part of the russian federation, whereas 
the Trans-Caucasus is the portion south of it to the edge of russian imperial expansion.  after the 
uSSr disappeared, the term “Trans-Caucasus” was replaced with the more correct “South Caucasus”, 
with russian writers alone using the former. 

Viewed from a non-russian perspective, the Caucasus includes not only armenia, azerbaijan, 
Georgia, and the russian North Caucasus but also northeastern Turkish areas (the ils of agri, ardahan, 
artvin, Van, igdyr, and Kars) and the northwestern parts of iran (the ostanha of eastern azerbaijan 
– Ardabil, Gilyan, Zanjan, Qazvin, Hamadan, and Western Azerbaijan).  That division reflects the 
reality that all these regions have been populated by Caucasian peoples from time immemorial. 

from this it follows that the Caucasus region consists not of two parts as the russians insist but of 
three: the Central Caucasus (made up of three independent states – azerbaijan, armenia, and Georgia); 
the Northern Caucasus (consisting of russia’s autonomous units bordering on the Caucasus), and the 
Southern Caucasus, which covers the ils of Turkey bordering on azerbaijan, armenia, and Georgia 
(the Southwestern Caucasus), and northwestern ostanha of iran (the Southeastern Caucasus). 

if we proceed from the fact that the eight countries discussed here form two sub-regions – the 
Central Caucasus and Central asia – the larger region, which includes both sub-regions, should be 
called the Central Caucaso-Asia (in russian, Kavkazia), as this preserves the term “Central” as the 
key one for both regions, while the new term “Caucaso-Asia” (or “Caucasasia”).  

The newly coined term “Central Caucaso-Asia” reflects a conceptual idea of the interests of 
strengthening the local countries’ state sovereignty, which, in principle, contradicts the spirit and idea 
of russo-centric eurasianism.  and this implicit pro-Western vector better suits the interests of these 
countries for stronger sovereignty, greater democratization, and the expansion of a market economy.




