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1 Bogomoosw, 3. bkesunckuit, Benukas waxmamuasn oocka. [ocnoocmeo Amepuru u e2o eeocmpamezuye-

cxue umnepamusul (Mocksa, 2005); 30bogg, Buibop. Iobanvroe 2ocnodcmeo u 2nobanvHoe 1udepcmeo
(Mockga, 2005).

557



a0Mms 530Ls, 83¢s85 5MObo3mgd ao3M(39mgdamons g3Mabasdy Medwgbowdyg as6-
bbgeggdmmo ggm3mmo@ngamo dgbgommgdsi. baddg ob oMob, Hm3 badgmams 3ogdotob
©33mob 393mga 9Mm3byma s GaMoGmGanmo 0 bGMmmdal 3Mmdmgds gsbbe-
JnoMgdoo 3630390 @omas Mnbgmal 60bsdyg, MmBgmoi dmmm m@sbo Bemol dsbdamby
3063gmo 50dmBbrs 3603369mmsba d9306Mmz9dmem LodmaMgdda. 8356 LgHomby-
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1 J.0’Loughlin, P. F. Talbot. “Where in the World is Russia: Geopolitical Perceptions and Preferences of Or-
dinary Russians”, Eurasian Geography and Economics (2005), Vol. 46, No. 1, pp. 23-50, available at http://
www.colorado.edu/IBS/PEC/johno/pub/Wheres-Russia.pdf.

2 dogomomo, Z. Brzezinski, The Geostrategic Triad: Living with China, Europe, and Russia (Washington,
2007), pp. 56, 64.

8 Tolz, Vera. Russia. (London, 2001), p. 271.

4 Allison, Roy. “Russia Resurgent? Moscow’s Campaign to ‘Coerce Georgia to Peace.” International Affairs

(2008), Vol. 84, No. 6, p. 1167.

B. HeTyXOB, «BuenmHenoauTHnyeckue TMPUOPUTETHI POCCUSH! «HOBBIN U30JIAOUOHU3M» WIIU ITparMaTtru3anus

cosHaHUs». B kH. Hnmeepayus ¢ Eepazuu. Hapoo u snumer cmpan EDII, iox pexn. Urops 3anopuna (Mo-
ckBa, 2006) , c. 107.

& Y.Gaidar, Collapse of an Empire. Lessons for Modern Russia, ( Washington, 2007), pp. ix-xiv.

" F. Fukuyama, “They Can Only Go So Far.” The Washington Post, August 24 (2008), available at http://www.
washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/08/22/AR2008082202395.html.

8 R.D. Crews, For Prophet and Tsar: Islam and Empire in Russia and Central Asia (Cambridge, 2006), p. 12.

9 L.Tchantouridze, “After Marxism-Leninism: Eurasianism and Geopolitics in Russia.” In Geopolitics: Glob-
al Problems and Regional Concerns, ed. Lasha Tchantouridze. (Winnipeg, 2004).
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1 M. Bassin, “Russia between Europe and Asia: The Ideological Construction of Geopolitical Space.” Slavic
Review, (1991), Vol. 50, No. 1, p. 14.

2 Bogomomo, MW, Lewis, and K.E. Wigen, The Myth of Continents: A Critique of Metageography

(Berkley,1997), p. 222.
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dms, MmBgeog Imo3300 93Mobosbs s sg3Mn gab.

dogomomaw, Hapros, H. A., u B. H. Hapros. I'eononumuxa (Mocksa, 2007), c. 129.

I1. H. CaBunkuit, Konmunenm Espazus, (Mocksa, 1997).

I1. H CaBunkunii, «I'eorpadudeckne u reomnoauTHdeckue ocHoBbl EBpasuiictBa». B kH. Ochogwr Eepasuii-

cmea, of1. pent. A. lyruna. (Mockaa, 2002), c. 300. bogn@smgdms, ®m3 &qm3nb “g30obonb” s38m-

mdob dgbobgd ombgdmdlb Lbgs 3gMbos(s, MmBmol mebsbdswa(s ngn g3nm3bob 3969 ggmemmals

90mem© Lagbl (Eduard Suess), mm3gmdsz XX bogy3mbal 0s8mggl g3cmobos mbms g3Mm3sbs ©s

5D0sb gMma smgdnmb (nb., Bassin, obob. 6536m3o, p. 10).

> (3093905 080b 50bnd3gbs, MM g36bo0D3nb 80336 gdo Mmezom Mbm©gdgb bsgnmam mogh

“9360D0gmgdL”, a3, Azgbo sDMnm, gMmazem MDnbEMaL dgo3o3L, Mo@ash g3Mmodagmgda b

553006730 561056, HMImmgdo(z Lobrmmdgb g36eDnsdn, 8530b Hm@abss MBmM 3mEgd@&mmo 0dbg-

35 93M5b0nb3ob 30836 gdLbe s 8mBbMggdl “93cmsbonb@gdn” gubmoma. dm3gdym asdmggm-

93530 LBmEMgE 58 3MbEGgJLE M go8mnygbgds EgM8obn “g3Mobanb@gdn”.

A.T. lyrun, «EBpasuiickuii tpuymd». B kH. Ocroswr Espaszuiicmea, on. pen. A. lyruna, (Mocksa, 2002).

® M. L. Hauner, “The Disintegration of the Soviet Eurasian Empire: An Ongoing Debate.” In Central Asia and
The Caucasus after the Soviet Union, ed. Mohiaddin Mesbahi (Gainesville, 1994), p. 222.

559



3M336Mm3nbo g360D0olb s 03 GgMoGmEnol LEmE aqgmamogomm asbbabmymgdgdl dm-
G0ob, BmIgmbgz Onbgmob 3MbGEHmmo 36 (39m©gds, obEMmgdmma o6 oMab'.

049 936000l Bbemo ggm3mmo@ognmo bimmal go63s689dsL, Bmamti gb bg-
dmo 0gm 5¢0b0dbmmo, Habgmalb 083gMommo 533030980b @abasdymmgdobomgolb nygbgdab,
3169060300 3905 Logombo 0dob Jgbobgd, o s Mbws ogmmabbdgdmeogl &q3d0b
»(390@OomMo g3GaDoab® d343.

39MaEOORONMO® (396G g3M0Dnsdn”, MmamE 3 Bgbo, ngumabbdgds qma-
BMM0s — absgmgmnm dmbgm@ab LEME s srdmbsgmgmon Bobgmals bobdosb-oa-
MM0b 3Mm306(3008007; AOommamam — gobabgmal bEg3gdnwseb LadbMgmom nbomgmab
m399698m9°% sgamo dgbadRbggns, M agmamogommo (396@Momm@o 93Gados gogd-
BmMdM03o00 dormosbom dmo303L (396@MomaE sbosl, 85d0b Gmegbsi (396@GsmMa
9360m3s° 8sbdn o6 Jgob. gb 080c s0bLbgds, MM sDos dmIom 0dmgbowm vmgds@gds
936m3sb, Gm3 (396@FomuGn g3mm3s gehmazemon Lzogds (396@MoNEm 93Msbosw©
Bmgdamo g3Gobool gMmosbo 3mbG0bgb@ob doMmmdomn (39680l gamamgdl. s3s3-
OOMMMs©, 09 sDonbs s 93Mm3olb Bodagn® BmIgdL yuGemmgdsl o6 dogsdigzo
s mmaognmem 308Lxggmado 0dab gomzemabbobgdom, Mm3 ggmgmogommn 9360 boo
mmgmEy 3mbB0bnbBo mmo bsboenobgsb dowagds — gzem3obs @s oboolgeb, g39mgmoozn-
@m0 (3968 Fsrmmo 9360 bos, 3mbgdmogns, mbos dmozogmal (3968w g3mm3sbs
@5 (39683 5bosbse, 98M9m39 Joor 8odogmmnsbgdacen (3968 30350b0obscs.

BoJB0s, Mm3 (396@MammEn g3@msdoal ggmamogomm g5635MBgdady  gogmgbsb
obgbl dabo ggmdmmadognmo gob3smGgds, Mmdmomss, bodgmms 3o3doMal ©sdemal
d93gas, &gfdob ,mmbgmda” dgzco gz®abosl 63@0[)58006[)5.

83330000, 09 936M0D00bIalb EMbamo agm3mmoGognca bimmol dog& g360bonl
356856 qds LogMdbmdmom 83066MM393L g3Msbanl ggmamogonmo 3mbG0bgbGab Lbad-
0369380, (396@Mom o g3Mabaal odsmm gL gobbbgeggds bogmgdo Lagmdbmdos,
Mo@asb, dmgdym d93mbggzedn, agmamagos LEMmow 9d398gdsMmgds agmdmeogdn-
3oL, mabsz dob Abaem bymmab.

md30b0  babosmom  Ebmmo  ggm3mmodogn®o  bimmol  936eDoob@mmo  B0dwo-
botgmds bamb Bymdl Gbgomol ob@mMogmo Redmysmndgdamn 03d3gGanma o3-
d0(30980L a03sMmmgdal = 0do@mbmb g3@meDoal ggmamagogma 3mbBB0bgbE oL (396-

1 odsg, p. 221.
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ON THE GEOPOLITICAL ROLE OF “CAUCASO-ASIA”
Vladimer Papava
SUMMARY

The disintegration of the Soviet Union not only resulted in the rise of a group of new independent
states but in their integration into newly defined geopolitical areas. In recent years, the term
Central Eurasia, which refers to Azerbaijan, Armenia, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan, has been attracting attention as a distinct geopolitical area.
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There are at least two ways to think about the Eurasian continent in geopolitical terms. The
first one focuses on its European and Asian geographic dimensions in its geopolitical vision of the
continent. The other approach, which arises from a Eurasianist conception of the region, drawing
mainly on geography, equates Russia with Eurasia, an idea that has become popular and much debated
in the post-Soviet period.

The Russian geopolitical school’s vision of Eurasia thus embodies Russia’s old imperial ambitions,
and consequently, those who speak about Central Eurasia in terms of Azerbaijan, Armenia, Georgia,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan, leaving aside such territories like
Afghanistan, Northern Iran, the Northern Caucasus, Northwestern China, Cashmere, and the Tibetan
Plateau are reflecting a Russian understanding that others have disputed.

Some geopolitical studies still follow the Soviet tradition and define Central Asia as including
only five former Soviet republics: Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan,
a definition that leaves out Afghanistan, Mongolia, and adjacent areas. Another term, Greater Central
Asia, is sometimes applied to the five former Soviet republics plus Afghanistan.

“The Caucasus” as a geopolitical term appeared when Russia conquered the region. It was divided
between “the Trans-Caucasus”, the area south of the main Caucasus ridge, and “the North Caucasus”,
the area to the north of the ridge. The North Caucasus is now part of the Russian Federation, whereas
the Trans-Caucasus is the portion south of it to the edge of Russian imperial expansion. After the
USSR disappeared, the term “Trans-Caucasus” was replaced with the more correct “South Caucasus”,
with Russian writers alone using the former.

Viewed from a non-Russian perspective, the Caucasus includes not only Armenia, Azerbaijan,
Georgia, and the Russian North Caucasus but also northeastern Turkish areas (the ils of Agri, Ardahan,
Artvin, Van, Igdyr, and Kars) and the northwestern parts of Iran (the ostanha of eastern Azerbaijan
— Ardabil, Gilyan, Zanjan, Qazvin, Hamadan, and Western Azerbaijan). That division reflects the
reality that all these regions have been populated by Caucasian peoples from time immemorial.

From this it follows that the Caucasus region consists not of two parts as the Russians insist but of
three: the Central Caucasus (made up of three independent states — Azerbaijan, Armenia, and Georgia);
the Northern Caucasus (consisting of Russia’s autonomous units bordering on the Caucasus), and the
Southern Caucasus, which covers the ils of Turkey bordering on Azerbaijan, Armenia, and Georgia
(the Southwestern Caucasus), and northwestern ostanha of Iran (the Southeastern Caucasus).

If we proceed from the fact that the eight countries discussed here form two sub-regions — the
Central Caucasus and Central Asia — the larger region, which includes both sub-regions, should be
called the Central Caucaso-Asia (in Russian, Kavkazia), as this preserves the term “Central” as the
key one for both regions, while the new term “Caucaso-Asia” (or “Caucasasia”).

The newly coined term “Central Caucaso-Asia” reflects a conceptual idea of the interests of
strengthening the local countries’ state sovereignty, which, in principle, contradicts the spirit and idea
of Russo-centric Eurasianism. And this implicit pro-Western vector better suits the interests of these
countries for stronger sovereignty, greater democratization, and the expansion of a market economy.

569





