
560

akademikosi vladimer papava
ivane javaxiSvilis saxelobis Tbilisis saxelmwifo universiteti

`centraluri kavkasiidan~ –  
`centralur kavkaziamde~  

(geopolitikuri ganzomilebebi)

kavkasia geopolitikurad msoflios erT-erTi urTulesi regionia. 

rogorc cnobilia, geografiulad miCneulia, rom es teritoria mde-

bareobs evropas, axlo aRmosavleTs, centralur aziasa da ruseTis 

sferos Soris.1

Tanamedrove geopolitikur konteqstSi `kavkasiis~ cneba Camoya-

libda ruseTis mier kavkasiis dapyrobis Semdeg.2 marTlac, kavkasiaSi 

ruseTis SemosvliT ikveTeba ori termini `amierkavkasia~ («Закавказье»)3 

da `CrdiloeT kavkasia~. pirveli gulisxmobs teritorias kavkasionis 

qeds gadaRma, xolo meore – teritoria kavkasionis qedis Crdiloe-

TiT. sayuradReboa, rom, miuxedavad imisa, rom TeiranisaTvis, mosko-

visgan gansxvavebiT, `amierkavkasia~ kavkasions gadaRma ki ara, gadmoR-

maa, sparsul enazec am regions `kavkasionis gaRma~ ewodeba (maveran-e 

kafkas).4 mocemuli regionis identificirebis mimarT swored rusulma 

tradiciam iqonia saerTaSoriso praqtikaze mniSvnelovani zegavlena.

rogorc cnobilia, CrdiloeT kavkasia Tanamedrove ruseTis nawi-

lia da masSi Sedian ruseTis federaciis subieqtebi: krasnodaris da 

stavropolis mxareebi, astraxanisa da rostovis olqebi, yalmuxeTis 

respublika, adiRes, daRestnis, inguSeTis, yabardo-balyareTis, yara-

Cai-CerqezeTis, CrdiloeT oseTis-alaniis da CeCneTis respublikebi.

angariSgasawevia is garemoebac, rom kavkasiis samxreT sazRvrebis 

ganmartebas, rogorc wesi, ganapirobebda is, Tu sad gadioda kavkasiis 

regionSi ruseTis imperiis samxreTi saxelmwifo sazRvrebi.5 kavkasiis 

1 magaliTad, Lewis – Wigen, The Myth of Continents, p. 203.
2 Breyfogle, Heretics and Colonizers; Jersild, Orientalism and Empire.
3 magaliTad, gamyreliZe, `transkavkasia~ Tu; King, The Ghost of Freedom, p. xiii; 
Гамкрелидзе, «Закавказье» или.
4 magaliTad, gaCeCilaZe, axlo aRmosavleTi, gv. 17.
5 ismailovi – papava, centraluri kavkasia, gv. 34-35; Ismailov – Papava, The Central Cauca-
sus, p. 10; Ismailov – Papava, A New Concept; Исмаилов – Папава, Центральный Кавказ, c. 17-18.
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samxreT sazRvrebis gansazRvris rusuli imperiuli tradicia sabWoTa 

periodSic ucvleli darCa. amitom amierkavkasiis Semadgenloba mkacrad 

Semoifargla sami mokavSire respublikiT. kerZod, esenia azerbaijani, 

saqarTvelo da somxeTi.

sabWoTa kavSiris daSlis Semdeg regions, romelic sam damoukide-

bel saxelmwifos – azerbaijans, saqarTvelosa da somxeTs aerTiane-

bs, rogorc wesi, Seecvala dasaxeleba da `amierkavkasiis~ nacvlad 

`samxreT kavkasia~ ewodeba.1 gamonakliss Seadgens Tavad ruseTi, ro-

melic am geografiul da geopolitikur sivrces kvlav `amierkavkasiis~ 

saxeliT moixseniebs.2 amasTan erTad aucileblad xazgasasmelia is ga-

remoeba, rom me-20 saukunis 90-iani wlebidan moyolebuli oficialur 

inglisurenovan dokumentebSi termini `amierkavkasiis~ nacvlad, ro-

gorc wesi, termini `samxreT kavkasia~ gamoiyeneba. 

am terminologiuri cvlilebis miuxedavad, termini `samxreT kavka-

sia~ termin `amierkavkasiis~ msgavsad mainc orientirebulia mocemuli 

regionis rusul geopolitikur xedvaze, rameTu orive termini – `Cr-

diloeT kavkasia~ da `samxreT kavkasia~ afiqsirebs ruseTis dRevandel 

da yofil sazRvrebs kavkasiaSi.3

2002 wels eldar ismailovis mier wamoyenebul iqna `kavkasiis~ axa-

li geopolitikuri koncepcia,4 romlis Tanaxmadac termini `kavkasia~, 

azerbaijanis, saqarTvelos, somxeTis da ruseTis zemoCamoTvlili Cr-

dilo kavkasiuri regionebis garda, aseve moicavs TurqeTis Crdilo-aR-

mosavleT olqebs (vilaieTebi – agri, ardagani, arTvini, vani, igdiri 

da yarsi) da iranis Crdilo-dasavleT olqebs (ostanebi – aRmosavleT 

azerbaijani, ardebili, gilani, zanjani, yazvini, hamadani da dasavleT 

azerbaijani). es koncepcia efuZneba im obieqtur garemoebas, romlis 

Tanaxmadac TurqeTisa da iranis mocemul olqebSi istoriulad kavka-

sieli xalxebi cxovroben, romlebic mravali saukunis ganmavlobaSi 

imave eTnokulturul da socialur-ekonomikur arealSi imyofebodnen, 

romelSic kavkasiis danarCeni xalxebi. sakmaod martivi logikis Tanax-

mad, xsenebulidan gamomdinare marTebulia, rom TurqeTisa da iranis es 

olqebi am qveynebis iseTive `kavkasiur~ regionebad miviCnioT, rogori-

caa CrdiloeT kavkasiad wodebuli ruseTis kavkasiis regioni.

1 gamyreliZe, `transkavkasia~ Tu; Гамкрелидзе, «Закавказье» или.
2 magaliTad, Возжеников (ред.), Региональная безопасность, с. 158-160; Гаджиев, Геополитика 
Кавказа; Михайлов (ред.), Геополитика, с. 205-213.
3 ismailovi – papava, centraluri kavkasia, gv. 36; Ismailov – Papava, The Central Cauca-
sus, p. 11; Ismailov – Papava, A New Concept; Исмаилов – Папава, Центральный Кавказ, c. 18.
4 Исмаилов, О геополитических; Исмаилов – Кенгерли, Интеграция Кавказа; Исмаилов – 
Кенгерли, Кавказ в.
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uSualod geografiuli TvalsazrisiT TurqeTisa da iranis zemo-

CamoTvlili olqebi, iseve rogorc somxeTi, praqtikulad Tanabrad 

arian daSorebuli did kavkasions da nawilobriv mcire kavkasionis 

teritoriaze mdebareoben.

maSasadame, unda davaskvnaT, rom kavkasiis regioni Sedgeba ara 

ori nawilisgan (CrdiloeTi da samxreTi kavkasia), rac rusuli geo-

politikuri azrovnebis zegavleniT aris saerTaSoriso praqtikasa da 

samecniero literaturaSi gavrcelebuli, aramed sami nawilisgan: cen-

traluri kavkasia – azerbaijani, saqarTvelo da somxeTi; CrdiloeT 

kavkasia, romelic ruseTis federaciis kavkasiis mosazRvre avtono-

miuri saxelmwifo warmonaqmnebisgan Sedgeba; da samxreT kavkasia, 

romelic moicavs azerbaijanis, saqarTvelosa da somxeTis mosazRvre 

TurqeTis vilaieTebsa (samxreT-dasavleTi kavkasia) da iranis Crdi-

lo-dasavleT ostanebs (samxreT-aRmosavleT kavkasia).

kavkasiis ismailoviseul koncepcias kritikosebic gamouCndnen. isi-

ni umTavresad wminda geografiuli mosazrebebiT xelmZRvaneloben, 

roca miuTiTeben, rom termini `centraluri kavkasia~ kavkasionis mTa-

vari wyalgamyofi qedis centralur nawils aRniSnavs,1 xolo iranis 

azebaijani ki srulad ar aris moqceuli geografiul kavkasiaSi, maSin 

roca TurqeTis Crdilo-aRmosavleTi olqebisa da iranis Crdilo-da-

savleTi zogierTi provinciis Seyvana kavkasiis regionSi gaumarTlebe-

lia.2 samwuxarod, kavkasiis ismailoviseuli koncepciis mocemuli kri-

tikis aSkarad gamoxatuli susti mxarea is, rom es kritika uSualod 

efuZneba kavkasiis geografias da saerTod ar iTvaliswinebs imas, rom 

mocemuli koncepcia ara geografiuli, aramed geopolitikuria, xolo 

is, rom geografiuli da geopolitikuri xedvebi Tu terminebi yovel-

Tvis ar emTxveva erTmaneTs, es cnobili faqtia. 

ufro metic, kavkasiis ismailoviseuli koncepcia efuZneba regionis 

istoriul Taviseburebebs, da amdenad srulfasovnad asaxavs dReisaT-

vis arsebul geopolitikur realobas.3

kavkasia geopolitikurad sakmaod rTuli regionia.4 aranakleb rTu-

li regionia centraluri kavkasia, romelSic mTeli regionis proble-

mebis sruli speqtria Tavmoyrili.5 

1 Русецкий – Дорохина, «Архипелаг Кавказ», c. 69-70; Топчишвили, Кавказоведческие, с. 13.
2 Топчишвили, Кавказоведческие, с. 12-13.
3 metreveli, kavkasiuri civilizacia.
4 magaliTad, Gachechiladze, Geopolitics in; Yalowitz – Cornell, The Critical but; Метревели, 
Кавказ на.
5 magaliTad, Nuriyev, The South Caucasus.
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regionSi arsebuli konfliqtebis gamo kavkasiaSi integraciuli 

procesebi sakmaod Seferxebulia.1 

centralur kavkasiaSi aris mezobeli saxelmwifoebis mier okupire-

buli sami regioni: afxazeTi, mTiani yarabaRi (2020 wlis Semodgomamde) 

da samxreT oseTi. isedac rTuli viTareba kidev ufro damZimda 2008 

wlis agvistoSi saqarTveloSi ruseTis SeWrisa da ruseTis mier afxaze-

Tis da samxreT oseTis saxelmwifo damoukideblobis aRiarebis Semdeg, 

rasac msoflio sazogadoebriobam mxari praqtikulad ar dauWira.2

centralur kavkasiaSi arsebul arastabilur garemos isic amZimebs, 

rom uSualod konfliqturi teritoriebi, rogorc wesi, terorizmis 

sayrdenia, narkotrafikiTa da narkovaWrobiT dakavebuli kriminalebis 

TavSesafaria, mZevalTa gatacebisa da adamianebiT vaWrobis zonebadac 

gamoiyeneba.3

saerTaSoriso urTierTobaTa kuTxiT Tavidanve, rac daingra sabWo-

Ta kavSiri da centraluri kavkasiis qveynebma aRidgines saxelmwifoe-

brivi damoukidebloba, saqarTvelo orientirebulia dasavleTisken, 

somxeTi – ruseTisken, xolo azerbaijani cdilobs ufro dabalansebu-

lad warmoaCinos es ori mimarTuleba.4 dRevandeli mdgomareobiT sa-

qarTvelom miaRwia evrokavSirTan asocirebis SeTanxmebis xelmoweras,5 

xolo somxeTi aris ruseTis mier srulad kontrolirebadi evraziuli 

ekonomikuri kavSiris wevri6, romelic ekonomikuri meqanizmebiT cdi-

lobs SeinarCunos masSi Semaval qveynebze moskovis zegavlena.7 yove-

live aman centraluri kavkasia garkveuli azriT aqcia evrokavSirisa 

da evraziuli ekonomikuri kavSiris Tanaarsebobisa da konkurenciis 

arenad.8

centraluri kavkasiis qveynebidan azerbaijani gamoirCeva imiT, rom 

is mdidaria naxSirwyalbadovani resursebiT.9 amasTan erTad azerbai-

jans aqvs aSkarad gamoxatuli SesaZlebloba iyos satransporto habi10. 

1 magaliTad, Чиковани, Единый Кавказ.
2 asmusi, mcire omi.
3 Язькова, Южный Кавказ, c. 57-58
4 magaliTad, Adalian, Armenia’s Foreign Policy; Alieva, The1995. The Institutions; Hovannisian, 
Historical Memory; Hovannisian, Historical Memory; Hunter, The Evolution; Jones, The Role of; No-
dia, The Georgian; Rondeli, The Choice of.
5 Papava, A Eurasian or.
6 Papava, The Central Caucaso-Asian.
7 Laruelle, Eurasia, Eurasianism; Papava, Economic Models.
8 Анджапаридзе, Кавказ – арена.
9 magaliTad, Алиев, Каспийская нефть.
10 Escudero, Hub for; Escudero, Visions of.
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gasaTvaliswinebelia, rom saqarTvelo da azerbaijani qmnian `kavka-

siur tandems~, rasac safuZvlad udevs ZiriTad geopolitikur da 

geoekonomikur interesTa Tanxvedra da amis safuZvelze strategiu-

li partnioroba.1 Sedegad, es ori qveyana qmnis centraluri kavkasiis 

satransporto habs.2

satransporto derefnis kuTxiT saqarTvelos pozicionireba ganpi-

robebulia misi geografiuli mdebareobiT, rogorc evropisa da aziis 

damakavSirebeli satransporto derefnis mniSvnelovani nawili, rac 

gansazRvravs kidec centraluri kavkasiis am qveynis ekonomikur funq-

cias.3

somxeTis CarTuloba evropasa da aziis damakavSirebel derefanSi 

gamoiricxa azerbaijanTan mTiani yarabaRis konfliqtis gamo.

gasaTvaliswinebelia, rom ruseTi araTu dainteresebuli iyo azre-

baijansa da saqarTveloze gamavali satransporto derefnis ganviTare-

biT da, kerZod, mis teritoriaze gamavali milsadenebis mSeneblobiT, 

aramed yvela SesaZlo meqanizmiT abrkolebda am proeqtebis realiza-

cias.4 2008 wlis ruseTis agresiam da saqarTvelos nawilobrivma okupa-

ciam eWvqveS daayena satransporto derefnis usafrTxoeba, romliTac 

milsadenebi gadis saqarTvelos teritoriaze.5 saerTaSoriso Taname-

gobrobis Ria mxardaWeram saqarTvelos gavliT energetikuli re-

sursebis transportirebisadmi ndoba, sabednierod, SedarebiT mokle 

droSi aRadgina.6

ruseTisTvis, samwuxarod, sulac ar aris xelsayreli saqme iqonios 

centraluri kavkasiis erTian, mTlian da stabilur qveynebTan,7 misT-

vis ufro xelsayrelia maqsimalurad arastabiluri garemos Seqmna.8

rac Seexeba centralur azias, is, rogorc geografiuli regioni, 

XIX saukunis Sua wlebSi gamohyo aleqsandr fon humboldtma. cen-

traluri aziis Tanamedrove geopolitikuri konfiguraciis Sesaxeb 

arsebobs sxvadasxva mosazreba, Tumca yvelaze ufro gavrcelebulis 

Tanaxmad is moicavs xuT yofil sabWoTa respublikas – TurqmeneTs, 

tajikeTs, uzbekeTs, yazaxeTsa da yirgizeTs.9 am regionis mimarT geo-

1 Papava, Formation and.
2 magaliTad, Rzayev – Huseynov, South Caucasus Eyes.
3 Shevardnadze, Great Silk Route.
4 Rondeli, Pipelines and; Tsereteli, Beyond Georgia.
5 Jones, Clash in the Caucasus; Mouawad, Conflict Narrows; Roberts, Georgia Falls.
6 Socor, Business Confidence.
7 Гаджиев, Геополитика Кавказа, c. 295.
8 Papava, Moscow’s ‘Political Trap’.
9 magaliTad, Menon, Introduction: Central, p. 3.
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politikuri kvlevebi gansakuTrebiT gaaqtiurda mas Semdeg, rac dai-

Sala sabWoTa kavSiri da xsenebulma yofilma sabWoTa respublikebma 

moipoves saxelmwifoebrivi damoukidebloba.1

sabWoTa periodSi am regionis mimarT gamoiyeneboda termini `Sua 

azia~, romelic aerTianebda TurqmeneTs, tajikeTs, uzbekeTsa da yir-

gizeTs, xolo yazaxeTi, rogorc wesi, ganixileboda damoukideblad, 

anu Sua aziis farglebs gareT.2 dasavleTSi gamocemul literatura-

Si gavrcelebulia termini `centraluri azia~, romelic sabWoTa pe-

riodisgan gansxvavebiT am regionis SemadgenlobaSi ukve yazaxeTsac 

moiazrebs.

termin `centralur aziasTan~ erTad samecniero literaturaSi 

aseve gamoiyeneba termini `didi (Greater) centraluri azia~. didi cen-

traluri aziis Tanamedrove, dazustebuli geopolitikuri gansazR-

vrebiT, am regionSi zemoxsenebuli xuTi yofili sabWoTa respublikis 

garda Sedis avRaneTic.3

centraluri azia mdidaria energetikuli resursebiT, kerZod, 

TurqmeneTSi, yazaxeTsa da uzbekeTSi navTobisa da gazis mniSvnelova-

ni maragia, rac am regionis mimarT sainvesticio dainteresebas zrdis4. 

rac Seexeba tajikeTsa da yirgizeTs, isini mniSvnelovani hidrore-

sursebiT gamoirCevian.5

makinderis `harTlendis~ cnobili koncefciis6 Tanamedrove in-

terpretaciebis Tanaxmad, centraluri aziis roli da mniSvneloba 

gansxvavebulad fasdeba. magaliTad, Tanamedrove rusi evraziistebis7 

sapirwoned, romlebic Tvlian, rom `RerZuli regioni~ geografiulad 

ruseTia, zogierTi eqsperti am regionad centralur azias Tvlis, 

xolo yirgizeTi am teritoriis gulad, anu `harTlendad~ miaCniaT.8

angariSgasawevia is garemoeba, rom centraluri aziis qveynebis 

ekonomikur ganviTarebaze, sxva Tanabar pirobebSi, gavlenas axdens 

is garemoeba, rom maT msoflio okeaneSi uSualo gasasvleli ar aqvT. 

sayuradReboa, rom tvirTis xmeleTiT gadazidva erT damatebiT kilo-

metrze udris imave tvirTis zRviT gadazidvas Svid damatebiT kilo-

1 magaliTad, Banuazizi – Weiner (eds.), The New Geopolitics; Ferdinand (ed.), The New States; 

Fuller, The Emergence.
2 magaliTad, Lewis – Wigen, The Myth of Continents, р. 179.
3 Starr, A‘Greater, p. 16; Starr, A Partnership; Starr, 2008. In Defense of.
4 magaliTad, Starr, The Investment.
5 magaliTad, Куртов, Проблемы обеспечения; Ниязи, Таджикистан: проблемы.
6 Mackinder, Democratic Ideals; Mackinder, The Geographical Pivot; Mackinder, The Round World.
7 Dugin, Eurasian Mission; Дугин, Евразийская миссия; Дугин, Основы геополитики.
8 magaliTad, Матикеева, Наследие Маккиндера.
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metrze, rac qmnis mniSvnelovan ekonomikur sirTuleebs im saxelmwi-

foebisTvis, romlebic zRvis sanapirodan moSorebiT mdebareoben.1 es, 

Tavis mxriv, sulac ar miuTiTebs imaze, rom TiTqosda centraluri 

azia msoflios e.w. `Cixi~ iyos. sinamdvileSi, es regioni, romelic didi 

abreSumis gzis mniSvnelovan nawils moicavs, praqtikulad qveynierebis 

yvela mimarTulebiT msoflio marSrutebis gzajvaredins warmoadgens.2

rogorc cnobilia, geografiulad evraziis kontinenti msoflios 

ori nawilisgan – evropisgan da aziisgan – Sedgeba. elementaruli lo-

gikidan gamomdinare, geografiuli centraluri evrazia unda Sedge-

bodes centraluri evropisgan, centraluri aziisgan da maTi damakav-

Sirebeli centraluri kavkasiisgan. faqtobrivad centraluri evraziis 

gansazRvreba am sqemisgan mniSvnelovnad gansxvavdeba.

sayuradReboa, rom arsebobs samecniero sazogadoebis daintere-

seba, erTianobaSi iyos Seswavlili centraluri kavkasiis da centra-

luri aziis regionebi da masSi Semavali qveynebis problemebi.3 am ori 

regionisgan Seqmnil geopolitikur sivrces, rogorc wesi, centralu-

ri evrazia ewodeba.4 imis gaTvaliswinebiT, rom amgvarad warmodgenil 

centralur evraziaSi centralur evropas adgili ar moeZebna, dRis 

wesrigSi dadga, rogorc centraluri evraziis, ise centraluri kavka-

siisa da centraluri aziis erTian konteqstSi axleburi gaazrebis au-

cilebloba.5

regioni, romelic moicavs or qveregions – centralur kavkasiasa 

da centralur azias, centralur kavkazias vuwodebT6. am terminSi Se-

narCunebulia sityva `centraluri~, romelic sakvanZoa orive qvere-

gionisaTvis, xolo sityva `kavkazia~ nawarmoebia ori sityvis – `kavka-

sia~ da `azia~ – gaerTianebiT.

marTalia, centraluri kavkazia, rogorc erTiani regioni sulac 

ar aris politikurad Tu kulturulad homogenuri, da, amdenad, 

met-naklebad integrirebuli,7 magram es sulac ar qmnis dabrkolebas 

imaSi, rom centralurma kavkasiam Seasrulos e.w. `xidis~ funqcia, ro-

1 Hausmann, Prisoners of.
2 Хекимоглу, Куда движется.
3 magaliTad, Bertsch – Craft – Jones – Beck (eds.), Crossroads and; Oliker – Szayna (eds.), Fault-
lines of Conflict; Sabahi – Warner (eds.), The OSCE.
4 magaliTad, Amineh – Houweling, Introduction: The Crisis, pp. 2-3; Fairbanks – Nelson – Starr – 
Weisbrode, Strategic Assessment, p. vii; Meyer, The Dust of, p. 206. 
5 ismailovi – papava, centraluri evrazia: axleburi; Ismailov – Papava, Rethinking Cen-
tral.
6 papava, centraluri kavkazia; Papava, Eurasia Versus.
7 Weisbrode, Central Eurasia: Prize.
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melmac dasavleTisTvis geopolitikurad daxuruli centraluri azia 

xelmisawvdomi gaxada.1

logikurad unda CaiTvalos, rom centraluri kavkaziis qveynebis 

saxelmwifo interesebis RerZad CaiTvalos sabWoTa kavSiris daSlis 

Semdeg mopovebuli saxelmwifo damoukideblobis ganmtkiceba da gan-

viTareba. am SemTxvevaSi maTTvis miuRebelia ara marto evraziizmi, 

aramed `harTlendis~ Teoriac, romelTa Tanaxmadac es qveynebi unda 

daeqvemdebaros, Sesabamisad, ruseTis an dasavleTis imperiul sqemebs.2 

miuxedavad amisa, am regionis zogierTi qveyana (somxeTi, yazaxeTi da 

yirgizeTi) evraziul ekonomikur kavSirSia gawevrianebuli,3 romelic 

ruseTis antidasavluri interesebis4 Sesatyvis organizaciad SeiZleba 

iqnes ganxiluli.

samecniero brunvaSi `centraluri kavkaziis~ cnebis SemoReba ara 

marto azustebs gansaxilveli regionis geopolitikur areals, aramed 

iZleva regionis qveynebis saxelmwifo suverenitetis ganmtkicebis in-

teresebis iseT konceptualur xedvas, romelic evraziizmis suliskve-

Tebas da ideebs5 safuZvelSive ewinaaRmdegeba.

damowmebuli literatura

asmusi, mcire omi = asmusi r., mcire omi, romelmac msoflio SeZra: saqarTve-

lo, ruseTi da dasavleTis momavali, Tbilisi, ilias saxelmwifo univer-

sitetis gamomcemloba, 2010.

gamyreliZe, `transkavkasia~ Tu = gamyreliZe T., `transkavkasia~ Tu `samxreT 

kavkasia~? (geopolitikuri nomenklaturis dazustebisaTvis), wignSi: T. 

gamyreliZe, ena da enobrivi niSani, Tbilisi, saqarTvelos mecnierebaTa 

erovnuli akademia, 2008, gv. 169-171.

gaCeCilaZe, axlo aRmosavleTi = gaCeCilaZe r., axlo aRmosavleTi: sivrce, 

xalxi da politika, Tbilisi, diogene, 2003.
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FROM THE ~CENTRAL CAUCASUS” TO THE  

~CENTRAL CAUCASO-ASIA” (Geopolitical Dimensions)

Summary

The contemporary geopolitical interpretation of the term the “Caucasus” dates to when 
Russia conquered the region. Russia’s presence coined the terms “Trans-Caucasus” or “Trans-
caucasia” alluding to the region beyond the main Caucasian mountain range if viewed from 
Russia and the “North Caucasus,” referring to the territory to the north of the mountain range. 
The Russian tradition dominated the international practice of identifying the region.

Early in the 1990s, when the Soviet Union disappeared and the three republics – Arme-
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nia, Azerbaijan and Georgia – regained their independence, the term “Trans-Caucasus” was 
replaced by a more correct term of the “South Caucasus.” Russia alone continued using the 
old term. Few academics stop to ponder significantly on the fact that the term of the “South 
Caucasus” (as well as the “Trans-Caucasus”) reflects the purely Russian geopolitical approach 
to the region. The terms of the “Northern Caucasus” and the “Southern Caucasus” perpetuate 
the new, and the old, Russian borders in the region.

According to Eldar Ismailov, the Caucasus consists not only of Azerbaijan, Armenia, Geor-
gia and the Russian Federation entities but it also covers the northeastern Turkish areas and 
the northwestern parts of Iran. This division is based on the fact that the Turkish and Iranian 
regions have been populated by Caucasian peoples from time immemorial. The Caucasian 
region consists not of two (the Northern and Southern Caucasus) parts but of three parts: the 
Central Caucasus (made up of three independent states – Armenia, Azerbaijan, and Georgia), 
the Northern Caucasus (made up of the Russian Federation’s autonomous units bordering the 
Caucasus) and the Southern Caucasus which covers the Turkish provinces bordering Armenia, 
Azerbaijan and Georgia (the Southwestern Caucasus) and northwestern ostanha of Iran (the 
southeastern Caucasus).

Academic circles are presently showing a great interest in studying the problems of the 
three Central Caucasian countries (Armenia, Azerbaijan, and Georgia) and the five Central 
Asian countries (Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan) within 
the same context. The region represented by these eight states is now called Central Eurasia.

If we proceed from the notion that the eight republics discussed here form two sub-regions-
the Central Caucasus and Central Asia—the larger region, which simultaneously includes both 
sub-regions, can be called Central Caucaso-Asia. This preserves the term “Central” as the key 
determinant for both regions while the new term, “Caucaso-Asia,” is derived from two related 
terms; namely, “Caucasus” and “Asia.”

The idea of post-Soviet state independence and its strengthening, as the linchpin of state 
interests for the Central Caucaso-Asian states, rules out their acceptance not only of Eur-
asianism but also of the Heartland theory. They both assert their subordination to the imperial 
schemes of Russia and the West.


